
DENT’S SECRETARIAT 

(LIBRARY) 


Acen. No...CA.T<yA... ^ . .. Class No 


The book should be returned on or before the date 
Jasi stamped below. 



CONTENTS 


PAGES 


Proceedings of the Public Meeting ....... ] — 16 

Welcome Address of Maharaja of Parlakimodi . . ... 1—2 

Inaugural speech of His Exeelloncy the Governor of Orissa . . . 2 — 6 

Personnel of the Indian Historical Records Commission .... 8 — ] 6 

Proceedings of the Business Meetings — 

Proceedings of the fourteenth meeting of the Research end Publication 

Committee, New Delhi, May 1949 ....... 17 — 26 

Proceedings of tin fifteenth meeting of the Research and Publication 

Committee, Cuttack, December 1949 ....... 21 — 29 

Conspectus of action taken on the resolutions passed at some of the previous 

meetings of the Research and Publication Committee .... 30 — 46 

Proceedings of the twenty-sixth session of the Indian Historical Records 

Commission 47 — 62 

Conspectus of action taken on the resolutions passed at some of the previous 

sessions of the Indian Historical Records Commission .... 63— 69 

APPENDIX— A 

(7onsi.it. ut. ion of 1 ho Interna tioiml Council on Archives .... 70 — 7& 

APPENDIX— B 


Pro** codings of the fourth mooting of the Documentation Section'd Commitke . 79- -86 

APPENDIX- 0 

Constitution of the Central Advisory Board of Archaeology . . . 81 — 82 

APPENDIX— D 

Constitution of the Board of Historical Records and Ancient Monuments in 

Bombay ........... 83 — 86 

APPENDIX— E 

Annual Report of the Vindhya (Baghelkhand) Historical Records Commission 

1947-48 87 — 88 

APPENDIX — V 

Annual Reports of the Regional Records Survey Committees . . . 89 — 92 

APPENDIX— G 

Report of research work d me by the members of the Indian Historical Record," 

Commission during 1948-49 93— 95 

APPENDIX — H 

List of books and periodicals received by the National Archives of India and 

the Tudiah Historical Records Commission .... 96 — 104 

APPENDIX ~f 

List of Exhibits ........... lOo — 432 

LUST OF ILLUSTRATIONS 

1. Members present at the twenty-sixth session of the Indian Historical Records 

Com mi an ioi i — Fro > > i in ) > i cr< ■ . 

2. Maharaja of Parlakimodi. 







rUrnl/it HtSfORJUAIi ftfiGftRDS COMMIFSTOtf 
TWENTY-SIXTH SESSION, CUTTACK, DECEMBER, 1949 






PROCEEDINGS OF THE PUBLIC MEETING 
24th Dece mber, 1949, Cuttack 

The Public Meeting of the twenty-sixth session of the Indian Historical 
Records Commission was held in a specially erected pandal in the premises 
of Ravens ha w College, Cuttack on Saturday the 24th December 1949 at 
11-00 a. vr. The meeting was inaugurated by His Excellency M. Asaf Ali, 
Governor ol Orissa, and was presided over by HoiTble Sri Hare Krushna 
Mah a tab, Premier of Orissa, in the absence of Hon'blo Maulana Abul Kal am 
Azad, Education Minister of India and f t -officio President of the Commission. 

A list of members corrected up to date will be found on pages 8-16. 

On arrival at the pandal. His Excellency the Governor and Hon’ble the 
Premier note received by the Secretary of the Commission. After gat landing 
His Excellency and the Premier, the Secretary introduced the members of 
the Commission to them. A group photograph was then taken. The mem- 
bers led His Excellency and the Hon’ble Premier in a procession to the pandal.' 
Welcoming the Commission the Maharaja of Parlakimedi, Chairman of the 
Reception Committee, said : 

“Mr. President, Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen 

On behalf of the Reception Committee, and on behalf of the Utkal 
University and the Government of Orissa, it is my pleasant duty to accord 
you all a most cordial and hearty welcome. It was a great pleasure for all 
of us her e to know that you accepted our invitation. It is for the first 
time in the annals of this Province of Orissa that the Indian Historical 
Records Commission have, met here since its existence in India, for the last 
<‘10 years, and I thank you all for giving us your special consideration for 
accepting our invitation by putting off claims of other big and advanced 
Provinces and Universities. Oui Province is young in age and it has just 
stepped into its age of teens and our University is still younger and you 
may not find many things here which you had the privilege of enjoying 
elsewhere in India and so at the outset I request you all not to mind the 
inconveniences you are put to. 

“Orrr Province has heen built with fabrics of four different Provinces 
namely Bengal, Bihar, Central Province and Madras after a struggle during 
the last 45 years by gradual steps, and so the archives of our present Province 
have been scattered in the Provinces to which portions of Orissa once included 
by the British Government. It will take time to organise our Central 
Record Room by bringing copies of documents from all these four 
Provinces. 
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'‘Orissa was a centre of activities of the European Trading Companies 
who had established their factories at Hariharpur in the District of Cuttack, 
and Piply in the District of Bala? ore, and at Balasore. In the neighbour- 
hood of Balasore we have Faiasidinga, Olandazdinga and Dinamardinga 
in addition to the English factoiy. So the history of the 1 7th century of 
Orissa can be enriched by the study of records preserved in the languages 
of the Fee ,ch, Dutdi and Danes. As our Province or the University will 
not be able now to conduct research in these directions, we hope that the 
Indian Historical Records Commission will help us in getting historical 
materials from these sources. 

“Among the early administrative records in Orissa, the records of the 
Ganjam and Balasore districts are the earliest. The earliest records of the 
Ganjam district are preserved in the Madras Record Room and that of the 
North Balasore in Midnapore and Calcutta Record Rooms. 

“The aims and objects of the delibei ation of your Commission in India 
are most valuable as your Commission will entirely reconstruct history from 
most authentic sources of the modern period namely the official records of 
the Governments, which not only supply materials for history, but for many 
other problems of the country. 

“In Orissa the District Record Rooms of Cuttack and Balasore contain 
records of the British period since 1803, but these Record Rooms also 
preserved good many records belonging to the Moghal and the Maratha 
periods which were filed in the courts at the beginning of the Brilis!!. Rule in 
Orissa. Unfortunately these valuable records were not properly looked after- 
in the Record Rooms of the Collectors, and the result has been a great loss 
of materials for the study of history. It is expected that your Commission 
advise the Government to preserve these ancient documents of historical 
value from further deterioration. 

“Local response to our invitation to membership of the Reception Com- 
mittee has been, I am glad to say, considerable. Finally, our thanks 
are due to all of you for not only accepting the invitation, but for taking the 
trouble of coming her e. You have our best wishes for a very successful session 
and as hosts we will tiy our best to make youi stay as comfortable as 
possible. 55 

INAUGURAL SPEECH OF HIS EXCELLENCY M. ASAJF ALI 
THE GOVERNOR OF ORISSA 

“Mr. Chairman and Members of the Historical Records Commission 

I am deeply sensible of the honour you have done me bj inviting me to 
inaugurate the 26th Session of your Commission. It is particularly so 
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because, carrying the patronage and support of the Government of India as 
yoiu Commission does, there is no need for a layman, even though he happens 
to he the Head of a State, to obttude himself on your deliberations. Yours 
is an assembly of eiudite. scientifically minded and responsible scholars and, 
therefore, it needs no further introduction even in a Province which is situated 
in a far away corner oi the countiy. The valuable work your Commission 
has been pursuing since 1919 is its own recommendation, and I take this 
opportunity to express my deep appreciation of the labours you have under- 
taken. I venture to think that men of your learning and single-minded 
pursuit of intellectual objectives owe it to yourselves and to the present and 
coining generations to collect, weigh, 'sift and interpret all available data 
required for unravelling a complex series of events which constitute the story 
of man’s adventure on this earth. In the deeper sense the entire history of 
the Universe lies enshrined in all the perceptible and imperceptible realities 
which envelope life as a whole. Mankind is the youngest of the earth’s 
offsprings, and its story covers a comparatively insignificant segment of 
History. As you are well aware, life in ail its bewildering variety occupies 
but only a ten-mile deep band round this globe, from the stratosphere to 
the maximum depth of the sea. Infinite expanses of time -and space and 
unknown forces spread around this band. In this context the history of 
mankind, immense as may appear its field to our race, is the story of only a 
very small section of Life on a minor planet of our solar system. And yet 
man Iras gone on looking on the Universe as a homocentrie reality and, 
like an adolescent gradually awakening to the compelling curiosity about 
his lineage and heredity and the precise meaning of his relationship to his 
environment, he has gone on taking stock of everything that has entered 
the stream of his consciousness. Ever since the dewy dawn of intelligence 
attempts were made by him in ancient Egypt, China, Persia, Babylon, 
Assur, Chaldea , Greece and Rome, not to mention India, to correlate the 
functioning of his species to the Infinite Timeless by dipping as deep into 
his imagination as the progressive sum of his knowledge permitted him to 
do from time to time. Besides the large assemblage of books of history, 
and the histories of different subjects, huge collections of data excavated by 
archaeologists are still lying undecyphered in the antiquity museums of 
great universities, awaiting the attention of specialists. In the Middle 
•Eastern Section of the Yale University alone I witnessed no less than 
25,000 clay tablets dug out of the archaeological remains of Syria, 
Babylon and Chaldea on the decyphering of which may depend a fuller 
text of the ancient world of Egypt, Greece and Persia, and the Mesopotamian 
civilisations, whose relationship to ancient India, though dimly guessed, 
still remains shrouded in mystery. Again, the whole region known as 
Central Asia and, nearer home, Afghanistan, Baluchistan and Kashmir, 
.known to the Ancients as Gandhara, Araehosia and Casperi, lie heavily 



masked under tie dust of tunc, and repeal oh scholars and experts,., 
n 1 imismat icia 1 1 s and philologists will take a long time yet to discover, assess 
and correlate the events and records -of human activity hidden there 
to bring the history of different though kindred races into correct perspective. 
But whatever evidence has been made available even now makes it more or 
le^ obvious that India had become the clearing house of high philosophy, 
pivoted on man's relationship to the tangible and e's en imponderable 
forces and facets of all that we call Nature, long before the Greek 
intelligence registered its captivating efflorescence. All these facts are 
amon2 the outstanding landmarks of human history. Cuiiously enough in 
all attempts from the Egyptian, Chaldean and Babylonian periods of deep 
thinking to our own In do- Ary an era, there runs a close search for the secret 
and mysterious rhythm of life. This rhythm reveals itself in the inexorable 
law of birth, growth, climax, decay and disintegration; and man's intense 
and inextinguishable passion for immortality arises out of it. The last men- 
tioned. though apparently cledueible from the reintegration of every organic 
unit through its seeds, has persuaded man to aspire after individual morta- 
lity. These speculations more than any clear comprehension of the harder 
realities of life have influenced the behaviour of the human race as a whole 
in its pursuit of the will-o’-the-wisp of happiness. And across the entire 
field of man's adventure lie the dark and golden epochs of history. I am 
afraid I have strayed too far out from the definite and practical tasks which 
engage your attention, but I would beg you to bear with me just awhile. 

4 'One hears these days a great deal about the integral reconstruction of 
human history, which is conceived as a connected story of human and non- 
human relationships. This is what I understand to be the fuller scope of 
history. I venture to suggest that as a method it has been pursued since 
the dawn of organised human intelligence and we And full evidence of it 
in the ancient records of religions. To take only the Hebrew and Indian 
scriptures, one finds a curious similarity of approach in the Genesis and tire 
Pur anas, both of which attempt to encompass the origin of this Universe 
and the human race as successive chapters of the same story. Quite 
obviously intelligent leaders of ancient thought in India, Babylon and 
Palestine could not think of human beings without first attempting to 
understand the origin of the complex world in which the human race was 
destined to function. According to Genesis in the Old Testament, which 
is really another version of the Egypto-Babylonian theoiy of the origin 
of the world, the Power behind this problematical Universe first created 
the world, and then Adam, and appointed this world as his heritage* 
According to the Puranicview again the eternal and infinite Creator brought 
the Universe into being and placed man right inside it to journey through 
various phases of Life to be reunited to the ever-abiding. I am summing 
up an extremely complex subject in my own inadequate way, and yet I am 
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“trying to see the unit}' of human imagination, thought and behaviour 
right through the cycle of ages. 

Wnen H. (h Wells brought out his ‘’Outline of History 5 ', Ins treatment 
oi the suoject pioceedecl along the same route, although in the light of the 
latest scf.mtific discoveries he discarded + hc fruits of the Ancient’s 
imagination and built up a scientifically integral concept of the Universe in 
which after reviewing all the stages of evolution he traced the origin of man 
and pursued his activities light- down to his own time. This was a variation 
of the very theme to which I have referred already. But in it were converged 
dreams and visions, speculations and dubious theories into a scientifically 
co-ordinated chain of cosmic events. If we are to take a similar view }f 
history it hot omes the most comprehensive of scientific researches. There is 
no subject known to human intelligence which is not covered by it, and no 
lino of human behaviour which can be overlooked. This view of the entire 
pageant of the Universe reveals some of the most fascinating rhythms of 
universal 'pulsation. In a deeper sense, the evolution of this world in each 
of its stages points to the emergence of a higher intelligence from time to 
time wind man is born, who harnesses whatever he finds useful for his own 
activity and his own higher evolution to creative purposes. Individuals 
and even rates, though appearing important at times, eventually fade into 
nothingness. Only the rhythm of certain kinds of activity and a quest after 
something higher continue to abide as the essence of all life. Whither we 
are going, what stars wv arc jet to pluck down from the firmament can only 
Ih v dimly gut ssed by those who aie privileged to rise above the petty urgencies 
of the moment and who can look deeper into the future from a detached 
point of observation. To other mortals such as I am it is not given to do 
more than to function as instruments of a social whole to perform certain 
duties ae< ording to our lights. And yet who w r ould not like to know every- 
thing about eu‘ty age of the past and compare the achievements of the 
past with those of the present and try to seek a reliable guide for the future? 
Jt j,x in this KT.se that hiMoij is of the utmost importance to the human race. 

“In a brief inaugural speech f should not venture out too far, and after 
all I am but only a very humble student of history. The few ideas T have 
tried to encompass are the result of a fragmentary study of history, and my 
thirst for fuller knowledge is very far from being even partially satisfied. 

‘'doming now to the task which you have before you, I would not pre- 
sume to say anything because it is a matter which belongs exclusively to 
your province. I may, however, say a word about the availability of records 
and their interpretation and preservation for the future. If I am not 
mistaken, some of the most valuable records which are necessary for a fuller 
comprehension of Indian history are safely lodged in various museums and 
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libraries in Europe and tlie United States ; and particularly in the Bibliothe- 
que Nationale of Paris, the libraries and museums of Germany, and in 
London. How many of them are available in China and Central Asia, 
Tibet. Afghanistan. Persia and Egypt it is difficult to say; but there are 
innumerable records of very great value which are still scattered all over 
India and have yet to be recovered. How many of them have been lost none 
can estimate. Time, white-ants and clamp have done their worst in many 
cases and have put valuable documents beyond recall. But copperplates, 
coins, inscriptions carbed in stone and wood are still to be found sometimes 
in undreamt of quarters in the interior of the country. I have myself come 
across quite a feiv during my tours in this Province, and I have wondered 
when it will be possible for the Central or the Provincial Government to 
initiate a drive for securing and preserving them . These are matters for your 
consideration, and I have no doubt that you will suggest ways and means 
of securing and preserving all such evidence. Although you deal with only a 
section of the data, required for compiling a truly unbiassed and scientifically 
sifted history of India, a very great deal will depend on -your efforts. Your 
task, therefore, is of a highly responsible nature. And now 1 must leave you 
to your own deliberations and declare this Session open.” 

After the inaugural speech of His Excellency, Secretary read out messa- 
ges from His Excellency the Governor General, Hon’ble Mania na Abul Kalam 
Azad, ex-officio President of the Indian Historical Records Commission. 
Hon’ tie B. G. Kher, Premier of Bombay, Hon’ble P. S. Kumaraswamv 
Baja, Premier of Madras, Hon'ble Hare Krushna Mahatab, Premier of Oiissa, 
Sir Maurice Gwyer, Vice-Chancellor of Delhi University, and Dr. D. R. 
Bhattacharya, Vice-Chancellor of Allahabad University. 

Seven papers were then read and discussed. All these papers will be 
found in the Indian Historical Records Commission Proceedings Volume 
XXVI, Part II. 

After the ordinary business of the session was concluded Proft ssor C.S. 
Srinivasaehari moved a vote of thanks to the Chair, which was seconded by 
Professor D. V. Potdar. 

The morning session of December 25 was devoted to the meeting of the 
Research and Publication Committee and the Members 5 meeting. (The 
reports will be found on pp. 21 — 69). In the evening Dr. R.C. Majumdar and 
Professor 0. S. Srinivasaehari gave popular lectures on “Different aspects 
of history of Orissa” and “Different phases in Modern Indian History” 
respectively. The meeting was presided over by Hon’ble Sri Hare Krushna 
Mahatab. 

In the afternoon of the 25th December the members visited the Record 
Rooms of the Revenue Commissioner, Orissa, and Collect orate, Cuttack and 
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also the Kathjuri Embankment and Qadam Rasul. On the 29th and 30th 
December, the members were taken out on excursions to historical places in 
Bhubaneshwar, TJdayagiri and Khandagiii hills, and to the famous temple at 
Konarak. The excursion terminated at Puri. 

The Maharaja of Parlakimedi entertained the members to Tea on the 
24th evening at the Ravenshaw College premises. On the 26th His 
Excellency the Governor of Orissa was £ At Home 5 to the members at the 
Government House at Lai Bagh , &nd on the same night Mahaprasad of Lord 
Jagannatli was served to them on behalf of Sri Mahanta Maharaj of Embar 
Math, Puri. On the 27th the Premier of Orissa invited them to a Dinner 
followed by variety entertainments and on the 28th a Dinner was also 
given by His Excellency. A Tea was also given by the Vice-Chancellor, Utkal 
University, to the members on the 28th evening in connection with the 
University’s annual Convocation. 

An exhibition of historical manuscripts, records, copper-plates, etc., 
was also organized by the Orissa Government in connection with the session 
of the Indian Historical P^ecords Commission. It was opened by Srf Hare 
Krushna Mali tab on the evening of the 24th December. The exhibits from 
the National Archives of India included 55 documents, some in original 
others photographic copies, illustrating different aspects of life in Orissa in 
the 18th and 19th centuries. Some documents of gcneial interest were also 
exhibited. A list of all the exhibits will be found in Appendix I. 

On the 25th morning His Excellency the Governor of Orissa visited the 
Exhibition which remained open till the 28th December 1949. 
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PERSONNEL OF THE INDIAN HISTORICAL RECORDS COMMISSION. 

* Attended the twenty-sixth Session. 

1. The Hon'ble Minister for Education. Government ot India. New 
Delhi, ex-officio President. 

2. The Educational Adviser to the Government of India, Ministry of 
Education, New Delhi, ex -officio Chairman — (i) Research and Publication 
Committee (n) Local Records Sub -Committee. 

*3. The Director of Archives, Government of India, National Archives 
of India New Delhi, ex-officio Secretary — (/) Indian Historical Records 
Commission (H) Research and Publication Committee ( Hi ) Local Records 
Sub-Committee. 

4. The Assistant Director of Archives, Government of India. New 
Delhi, ex-officio Assistant Secretary. Indian Historical Records Commission. 

Ordxkakv Members. 


Government of India. 

*1. Professor C. S. Srinivasach&ri, M.A., Principal, Raja Doraisingam 
Memorial College, Sivaganga, S. I. 

*2. Professor D. Y, Potdar, B.A., ‘Lokokalyan , 77 Sliamvar Peth* 
Poona. 

*3. Dr. R. C. Majumdar, M.A., Ph.D., 4, Bepin Pal Road, P.O. Kalighat, 
Calcutta. 

*4. Professor Mohammad Habib, M.A. (Oxon.), Bar-at-Law, Professor 
of History, Muslim University, Aligarh. 

5. Dr. Tara Chand, M.A., D. Phil., Secretary to the Government of 
India, Ministry of Education, New Delhi. 

Provincia l Gove rnments . 

6. Dr. B. S. Baliga, M.A., Pli. D. (London), Curator, Madras Record 
Office, Chittoor (Madras). 

*7 . Dr. P. M. Joshi, M.A., Ph.D., (London), Director of Archives, Govern- 
ment of Bombay, Bombay. 

8. Mr. Jahar Lai Mazumdar, M.A., Keeper of Records of the 
Government of West Bengal, Berhampore. 

*#• Dr. G. L. Chopra, M.A. , Ph.D., Bar-at-Law, Keeper of the Records 
of the Govt, of East Punjab, llistorical Records Office, Simla. 
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India?* State*. 

*10. Mr. V. Narayana Pillai. M.A. B.L., Professor of History. University 
College. Trivandrum. 

II. Mr. J. M. Chose, M.A., Professor of History and Vice-Principal, 
Maharaja’s College, Jaipur (Union of Rajasthan). 

*12. Professor S. N. Banerjee. M.A.. Director of Archives, Patiala . 
(Patiala and E. P. States Union). 

IJ. Mr. Y. N. Damodaran Nambiyar, B.A., B.L.. Suj)erir.tendent . Cental 
Records Office, Cochin Govt., Ernakulam. 

14. Mr. Amanatullah Ahmed, Member, State Council, Cooch Behar. 

15. Mr. Imtiaz Ali Arshi, State Librarian, Rampur State, Rampur, 

*10. Mr. A. H. Nizami, M.A., Professor of History, Darbar College, 
Rewa (Vindhya Pradesh Union). 

*17. Mr. S. N. Dhar, M.A.. Professor of History. Holkar College, Indore 
(Madhya Bharat Union). 

Associate Members. 

Provincial Oovernmen U . 

1. Dr. B. S. Baliga, M.A., Ph. D. (London), Curator. Madras Record 
Office, Chittoor (Madras). 

*2. Dr. P. M. Joshi, M.A., Ph. D., Director of Archives, Government 
of Bombay, Bombay* 

3. Mr. Jahar Lai Mazumdar, M.A., Keeper of the Records of the Govt, 
of West Bengal, Berhampore. 

*4. Shri Parmanand, M.A., Secretary, Board of High School and Inter- 
mediate Examinations, Allahabad (U.P.) 

*5. Dr. G- L. Chopra, M.A., Ph. D., (London), Bar-at-Law, Keeper 
of the Records of the Govt, of East Punjab, Simla. 

*6. Dr. K. K. Datta, M.A., P, R. S., Ph. D., Professor of History, Patna 
College, Patna. 

*7. Dr. H. N. Sinha, M.A., Ph.D., Principal, Nagpur Mahavidyalaya, 
Nagpur. 

*8. Mr. S. C. Rajkhowa, M.A., inspector of Schools, A.V.C., Jorliat, 

Assam. 
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*9. Mr. G. S. Das. B.A., (London). Professor of History, Ravenshaw 
College. Cuttack. 

10. Mr. B. S. Kapur. B.A. Hons. (London). Head of the Department 
of History. Government College, Ajmer. 

Indian States. 

11. Mr. J. II. GLose. M.A., Professor of History <fe Vice-Principal, 
Maharaja's College. Jaipur (Union of Rajasthan). 

*12. Professor S. N. Banerjee, M.A , Director of Archives, Archives 
Department, Patiala (P. & E. P. S. Union). 

n. id, \ T . K. [t. Mmn, M.fJo , (Loilxv.) Director of Punchayats, 

Go cura nont of Cochin, Ernakulam. 

14. Mr. Amanatullah Ahmed. Member, State Council, Cooch Behar. 

15. Mr. Imtiaz Ali Arshi, State Librarian, Rampuf State, Rampur. 

*18. Mr. A. H. Nizami, M.A., Professor of History, Darhar College, 

Ptewa. 

*17. Mr. S. N. Dhar, M.A., Professor of History, Holkar College, Indore 
(Madhya Bharat Union). 

Universities. 

*18. Mr. V. R. Ramachandra Dikshitar, M.A., Professor of History and 
Archeology, Madras University, Madras. 

19. Mr. R. Sathinatha Aiyar, M.A., Professor of History and Pohtios, 
Annamalai University, Annamalainagar . 

20. Rev. Father H. Heras, S.J., M.A., Professor of History, St. Xavier’s 
College, Cruickshank Road, Bombay. 

*21. Dr. N. K. Sinha, M.A., Ph.D., Lecturer in History, Calcutta 
University, (47-A Ekdalia Road, P.O. Ballygunj), Calcutta. 

22. Dr. R. P. Tripathi, M.A., D.Sc., Professor of History, Allah abac 
University, Allahabad. 

23. Professor R. S. Tripathi, M.A., Ph.D., Head of the Department of 
History, Central Hindu College, Banaras Hindu University, Banaras. 

24. Dr. S. N. Das Gupta, M.A., D.Litt., Reader in History, Lucknow 
University, Lucknow. 

*25. Prof. Mohammad Habib, M.A., (Oxon.), Bar-at-Law, Professor of 
History, Muslim University, Aligarh. 

*26. Dr. S. N. Sen, M.A., Ph.D,. B.Litt, (Oxon.), D. Litt., Professor 
of History, University of Delhi, Delhi. 
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*27. Mr. J. C. Taluqdar, M.A., Professor of History, St. Jokn 5 s College, 
Agra. 

28. Dr. R. R. Sethi, M.A., Ph.D., Lecturer in History, East Punjab 
University, 26, Queensway, New Delhi. 

*29- Mr. S. H. Askari, M.A., B.L., Professor of History, Patna College, 
Patna. 

*30. Dr. H. N. Sinha. M.A.. Ph.D., Principal, Nagpur Mahavidyalaya, 
Nagpur. 

*31. Dr. H. L. Gupta, M.A., Ph.D., Head of the Deptt. of History, Saugor 
University, Saugor, C.P. 

*32. Mr. K. C. Panigrahi, M.A., Curator, Provincial Museum, 
Bhuvaneshwar, Orissa. 

*33. Mr. V. Narayana Pillai. M.A., B.L., University College, Travan- 
core University, Trivandrum. 


Learned Institutions . 

*34. Dr. Bisheshwar Prasad, M.A., D.Litt., Director (Combined Inter. 
Services Historical Section), Simla. 

35. Mr. R. P. Patwardhan, M. A. (Oxon.), (Bombay Branch of the Royal 
Asiatic Society), 871, Bhanlarkar Institute Road, Poona 4. 

*36. Mr. T. S. Shejwalkar, B.A., Reader in Maratha History (Deccan 
College Post Graduate and Research Institute), Poona. 

*37. Mr. G. H. Khare, B.A., Curator (Bharata Itihasa Samshodhaka 
Mandala), 313, Shadashiv Peth, Poona. 

38. Khan Bahadur M. S. Commissariat (K. R. Kama Oriental Institute, 
Mubarak Manzil, Hughes Road, Bombay-7. 

39. Mr. B. W. Bhat, Honorary Secretary (Raj wade Samshodhan Man- 
dal), Dhulia, W. K. . 

49. Piofeisor George M. Moraes, M.A. (The Indian Historical Research 
Institute) and (Konkan Institute of Arts and Science), St. Xavier’s College, 
Bombay. 

*41. Mr. R. G. Gyani (Gujarat Research Society, Bombay- 2), Curator, 
Archaeology Section, Prince of Wales Museum, Western India, Bombay. 

42. Pandit Kshiti Mohan Sen, Shastri, M.A. (Visva Bharati), Santi- 
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43. Dr. A. P. Das Gupta, M.A., Ph.D. (Calcutta Historical Society), 
Controller of Examinations, Calcutta University, Calcutta. 

44. Mr. Brojendra Nath Bauerjee (Bangiya Sahitya Parishad), 243-1, 
Upper Circular Road. Calcutta. 

45. Mr. Mohibbul Hasan Khan, B.A. Hons. (London), (Royal Asiatic 
Society of Bengal), 5/C. Sandal Street. Elat No. 4, Calcutta. 

*46. Dr. N. L. Chatterjee. M.A., Ph.D., D.Litt. (U.P. Historical Society), 
Reader in Modern Indian History, Lucknow University, Lucknow. 
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49. Pandit L. P. Pandeya. Kavya Yinode (Mahakoshal Historical 
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1. Mr. K. A. Nilakanta Sastri, M.A., 4 Niles v a P, Edward Elliot’s 
Road. Mylapore, Madras. 
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Services Historical Section, Mins, of Defence, Simla). 

2. Mr. D. N. Banerjee, M.A., Head of the Department of Political 
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*3. Mr. M. L. Roy Chowdhury, M.A., B.L., P.R.S.. Sa«tri. Lecturer m 
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7. Dr. A. B. M. Habibullah, M.A., Ph.D,, Lecturer in History. Post- 
Graduate Department. Calcutta University. Calcutta. 

U nited Provin ces. 

]. Dr. A. L. Srivastava, M.A.. Ph.D., Professor of History, Agra 
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], Dr. K. K. Basu, M.A.. Ph.D., Professor of History, T, N. J. College, 
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1. Dr. Bool Ghand.M.A., Ph.D., Chief Staff Training Division, UNESCO 
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Indian States. 

1. Mr. R. V. Poduval, B.A., Director of Archeology, Government of 
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*2. Mr. M. V. Kibe, M.A., Saraswati Niketan, Indore. 

3. Srimati Kamalabai Kibe, Saraswati Niketan, Indore. 

4. Lala Sita Ram Kokli, M.A., F.R. Hist. S., Principal, Ranbir College, 
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5. Col. R. H. Phillimore, C/o Post Master, Srinagar, Kashmir. 

Outside India. 
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1. Mr. Hilary Jenkinson, C.B.E., F.S.A., Deputy Keeper, Public 

Record Office, Chancery Lane, London, W.C. 2. 

2. Sir William Foster, C.I.E., Mountfield Court, 179 West Heath Road, 
London, N. W, 3. 

3. Mr. H. G. Rawlinson, M.A., C.I.E., 32 Queens Gate Terrace, London, 
S. W. 7. 

4. Dr. T. G. P. Spear, M.A., Ph.D. (Cantab.), Selwyn College, 
Cambridge. 

5. Sir Theodore Gregory, D.Sc., Hyde Park Hotel, London, S.W. 3. 

6. Mr. R. B. Ramsbotham, M.A., B. Litt., F.R. Hist. S., 
CromwelPs House, Woodstock, Oxford. 

United States of America . 

L Dr. Solon J. Buck, Chief of the Division of Manuscripts, Library 
of Congress, Washington, D.C. 

2. Mr. A. E. Kimberley, Chief of the Division of Repair, The National 
Archives, Washington, D.C. 

3. Dr. Ernst Posner, Director, School of Social Science and Public 
Affairs, American University, Washington 6, D. C. 

‘ France . 

1. M. Charles Braibaiit, Directeur des Archives, Les Archives 
Nationales, Paris. 

Burma. 

1. Professor W. S. Desai, M.A., Professor of History, University of 
Rangoon. 
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Nepal . 

1 . Professor Totra Raj Pande, Librarian, Nepal Darbar Library, NepaL- 
Ceylon. 

*1* Di*. G. 0. Mendis, Ph.D., Lecturer in History, University of Ceylon. 
Colombo. 

2. Mr. S. A. W. Mott an, Acting Government Archivist, Ceylon, Colombo-. 
Malaya . 

1. Mr. Tan Soo Chye, The Archivist of Raffles Library, Singapore. 

2. Dr. W. Linchan, C.M.G., Director of Museums, Federation of' 
Malaya, Kuala Lampur, Malaya. 

3. Mr. M. W. F. Tweedie, Honorary Secretary, Royal Asiatic Society 
(Malayan Branch), Raffles Museum and Library, Singapore. 

Australia. 

1. Dr. C. E. W. Bean, M.A., B.C.L., Litt. D., Chairman, Common- 
wealth Archives Committee, Canberra. 

2. Lt. Col. J. L. Treloar, O.B.E., Director, Australian War Memorial 
and Archival Authority for Service Departments, Canberra. 

3. Mr. H. L. White, M.A., Librarian, Commonwealth * National 
Library and Archival Authority for Non-Service Departments, Canberra. 

Portuguese India. 

1. Cavaliero Panduranga Pissurelenear, Member, Lisbon Academy of 
Science and Curator, Historical Records of Portuguese India, Nova Goa. 

French India. 

1. Madame Yvonne Robert Gaebel, President, Societe de THistoire- 
de ITnde Francaise, Pondichery. 


Ch i%a. 

1. Dr. F. T. Chiang, Director of National Central Library, Nanking. 

2. Dr. Li Chi, Section Head of Archaeology, Institute of History and 
Philology, Academia Sinica, Nanking. 

3. Mr. T. L. Yuan (Director of National Peiping Library, ) 123, B. Street .. 
E, Washington, D.C. 



4. Prof. Yao Ckung-Wu, President of National Honan University, 
Kaifeng. Honan. 

5. Mr. Tang Yung-Tong, Professor of National Peking University, 
Peiping. 

6. Professor Shiang Da, C/o Dr. Li Chi, Section Head of Archaeology, 
Institute of History and Philology, Academia Sinica, Nanking. 

Iran . 

1. Mr. Saeed Nafissi, Professor, University of Teheran and Member of 
Anjuman-e-Iran Shenassi (Iranalogy Society), Teheran, 

JP alcistan. 

1. Mr. S. M. Jaffar, B.A., M.R.A.S., F.R. Hist. S. (London), Director 
of Archives of the Government of N.W.F.P., Central Record Office, 
Peshawar. 

2. Mr. Muhammad Sadullah, M.A., Keeper of Records of the Govern- 
ment of the West Punjab, Lahore. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE FOURTEENTH MEETING OF THE 

RESEARCH AND PUBLICATION COMMITTEE, NEW DELHI, 

2nd May, 1949. 

1. Exemption of import duties on microfilm copies of records. 

The scheme of Post-War Reorganisation of Archives Offices in India ” 
which has been approved in principle by the Government of India, envisages 
a comprehensive plan for obtaining microfilm copies of records, manuscripts, 
etc. relating to India from abroad. The preliminary task of collecting 
necessary information on the above subject from foreign oo aitries has been 
taken up by the National Archives of India and a fair gress made. The 
attention of the Secretary has however been drawn by individual scholars 
to the difficulties being experienced by them in obtaining microfilm copies 
of records front abroad as these are subjected to heavy customs duty at' 
Indian ports. The object of having microfilm copies instead of typed copies 
of documents from abroad is obviously to reduce to the minimum the delay 
in reproduction, the cost of reproduction, the cost of transport, etc. These 
are neither works of art, nor are required for commercial purposes. As 
these copies of records are required purely for bonafide research purposes* 
it is desirable that the microfilm copies of documents and rare books whe- 
ther obtained by Governments or individuals should be excluded from 
customs duty at Indian ports on production of a certificate from the 
Central or the provincial Governments to the effect that they are required 
for educational purposes. 

Resolution I. — This Committee recommends to the Government of India 
that all imports of microfilm copies of official documents, historical 
manuscripts and rare books from abroad should be exempted from normal 
customs duty at the potts. 

2. Resolution by Professor D, V. Potflar on the transfer to the National 
Archives of India of all Farmans, Sanads, etc., in the possession of 
Archaeological Museums of India. 

Resolved that documents such as farmans, Sanads, etc. fcuiiu exh bited 
in some of the Archaeological Museums e.g. Delhi, Bijapur, should be trans- 
ferred to the National Archives of India, Government of India. 

Explanatory Note. — Since the National Archives is a separate 
and independent department of the Government of India and since docu- 
ments noted above properly form part of Archives proper they should go to 
-the National Archives. The Department of Archaeology deals with other 
matters. The fields of the two department could be clearly demarcated. 
Both should work in close co-operation and yet we must avoid unscientific 
distribution. Hence the Government of India must give careful considera- 
tion to the question and formulate its decisions accordingly. 
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Plofrfcsor Potdai, Dr. Todd, the Chairman. Dr. Sinha, Professor 
Srimvasachaii and the Secretary participated in the discussion which 
followed the fonnal movinir of the resolution. It was finally resolved : 

Resolution II. — That this Committee recommends that all docu- 
ments (paper* and manuseiipN of a date subsequent to A. D. 1000, which 
are nov in the possession of the Archaeological Department and different 
Museums, should be transferred to the National Archives of India. 

3. Resolution by Mr. G. S. Das on the establishment of Central Record Offi- 
ces in the provinces and States. 

Resolved that in view of the simplification of political map of India 
necessity of preserving old documents of historical value in private or 
Government possession, the provincial Governments and the Governments 
of the Unions of the Dominion of India should be advised by the Dominion 
Government of India to start organised Records Departments in each 
province or Unicnof States within a given time limit of two years from the 
passing of this resolution with a view to collecting and preserving historical 
documents and starting Research and Publication and Regional Survey Com- 
mittees. 

Exiianatoby Note. — The question of creating organised Records 
Departments in different provinces and States was stressed in a previously 
passed resolution of the Indian Historical Records Commission some time 
age but the question was shelved by the provincial governments on the 
plea of conserving their energy during the last war. Now that the war 
his come to an end and reconstruction of various schemes and departments 
are being planned the question of organising separate organised Records 
Departments after the model of the Government of India should be taken 
up by provincial governments and Union Governments. Only the Govern- 
ment of Madras has a Records Department worth the name where valuable 
work is being done. It is time for the provincial governments to start and 
organise provincial Records Departments. 

Seceetaey’s Note.— The Indian Historical Records Commission since 
its inception has passed resolutions almost every year on the establish- 
ing of Central Record Offices in the provinces as well as in the States. 
There are Record Offices at present in Madras, Bombay, West Bengal 
and East Punjab and in the States of Hyderabad, Baroda, Cochin and 
Patiala and East Punjab States Union. The Government of United 
Provinces have, it is understood, decided to establish a Record office for 
the province. 

The following resolution was adopted : — 

• Reso/ution III.— This Committee reiterates its previous recommenda- 
tions and requests the provincial governments to expedite the establish- 
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ment of organised records offices in their respective provinces if they have 
not already done so. 

4. Proposal o£ Mr. K. 0. Panigrahi (forwarded by the Utkal University) on 
exchange of records between the provinces on linguistic basis. 

In order to facilitate the compilation of the histories of different linguis- 
tic provinces and Unions in India, it is necessary that the lecord written iti 
Indian languages and scripts should be exchanged among the different offices 
of provincial archives in India, so that a linguistic province or Union wil j 
get the advantage of possessing all the records written in the language 
and script of that province or Union. 

Explanatory Note. — The import of the resolution is quite plain. 
A record written in Tamil can be better utilised in the province of Madras 
than in the province of West Bengal, and so if such a record has somehow 
been possessed by the provincial archives of West Bengal, it is better that 
It should be sent to Madras. If there be any technical difficulty in trans- 
ferring the originals of sucli records their photographs should at least be 
exchanged. 

Secretary’s Note. — Such an exchange of documents will not be of 
practical utility. Documents, torn from their related papers, lose in meaning 
and significance. For example, a letter in Tamil written to the 
Government of West Bengal on which the latter takes action becomes part 
of a file which, taken as a whole, tells a story. The letter by itself will 
give no indication of the action taken on it, and the related papers without 
the , letter will also be incomplete for research and reference purposes. 

In view of the fact that copies of documents could always be exchanged 
between different provinces and between the Provinces and the Central 
Government, Mr. Panigrahi withdrew the proposal. 

5. Resolution by Professor D. V. Potclar on the safe custody mi preservation 

of records in the States. 

Resolved that the Government of India be urged to take suitable steps 
immediately for the safe custody and proper preservation of records lately 
in possession of the various Indian States. The Director of National 
Archives may be given all necessary facilities for this purpose and be request- 
ed w to submit his report to the Indian Historical Records Commission at 
an early date. 

Explanatory Note. — It is a matter of great satisfaction that the 
Indian States have now acceded to the Government of the Indian Union 
while fairly large number of smaller States or Jagirdaris have been by 
now merged into the Indian Union and others are on their way to merge. 
In some cases they have been integrated into Unions of their own under 

the Indian Union. 
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There is no doubt that many of these States have in their possession 
very valuable historical records. These precious store-houses have so far 
been lying in most cases in a neglected condition. Unless immediate steps 
are taken for their safe custody and proper preservation under expert super- 
vision they are likely to be exposed to further decay and destruction. Es- 
pecially during the transitional period this fear may prove even more real 
and the loss to history may prove irreparable. The Ministry of States and 
other appropriate author i ties who may have to deal with these records 
should therefore be moved to take all necessary steps in the matter. 

Resolution IV. — Resolved that the Government of India be urged 
to take suitable steps immediately for the safe custody and proper preser- 
vation of records lately in possession of the various Indian States. The 
Director of National Archives may be given all necessary facilities for this 
purpose and be requested to submit his i *port to the Indian Historical 
Records Commission at an early date. 

6. Any other subject that may be brought before the Committee. 

Professor Srinivasaehari informed the Committee that the Madras 
Government had set up a permanent Regional Records Survey Committee ; 
but since this Committee had decided to limit its activities only to the 
salvaging of documents, Professor Srinivasaehari proposed that the ad hoc 
Committee set up by the Indian Historical Records Commission should 
continue to function in order to cover the remaining items of its activities 
as recommmend by the Research and Publication Committee from time 
to time. After some discussion it was agreed that with the establishment 
of a permanent Committee the ad Jicc Committee automatically ceased 
to exist. The Madras Government would however be requested to ask 
their Committee to take over all the activities of the ad hoc Committee. 


The meeting concluded with a vote of thanks to the Chair. 


The following members were present during the meeting : — 


L Dr. Tara Chand (Chairman). 

2. Mr. K. C. Panigrahi. 

3. Mr. R. S. Kapur. 

4. Mr. S. C. Rajkhowa. 

5. Mr. S. N. Banerjee. 

6. Mr. J. M. Ghose. 

7. Mr. V, Narayana Filial 
8* Mr, C.. S. Srinivasaehari. 

9. Mr. V. R. R. Dikshitar. 

10. Dr. K. K. Datta. 

11. Mr. J. C. Taluqdar. 


12. Mr. H. K. Banerjee. 

13. Dr. H. N. Sinha, 

14. Mr. D. V. Potdar. 

15. Dr. R. R. Sethi. 

16. Dr. G. L. Chopra. 

17. Mr. Mohammad Habib. 

18. Dr. Bisheshwar Prasad. 

19. Dr. P. M. Joshi. 

20. Mr. G. S. Das. 

21. Dr. S. N. Sen (Secretary). 

22. Dr. P. Basu ( Assistant Secretary) 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE FIFTEENTH MEETING OF THE 
RESEARCH AND PUBLICATION COMMITTEE, 

25th December, 1949, Cuttack. 

The fifteenth meeting of the Research and Publication Committee 
was held at the Physics Lecture Theatre of Ravenshaw College, Cuttack, 
at 10 a. M. on Sunday, December 25, 1949. In the absence of Dr. Tara 
Chand, ex-officio Chairman of the Committee, Dr. R. 0. Majumdar was 
elected to the Chair. A list of members who were present is appended with 
the proceedings of the Public Meeting. 

1. Review of action taken on the resolutions of the fourteenth and some 
previous meetings of the Research and Publication Committee. 

(Please see conspectus) 

Dr. N. K. Sinha drew attention to Resolution YII of the ninth meet- 
ing and inquired if anything had been done towards the indexing and 
cataloguing of the Tanjore Raj records. 

Professor 0 . 8. Srinivasachari informed that practically nothing had 
been done. However, the Government of Madras was looking into the 
matter and recently some money grant had been made to the Tanjore 
Maharaja Serfoji’s Saiaswati Mahal Library which indicated the Madras 
Government’s interest in manuscripts generally. 

Dr. Bisheshwar Prasad said that a private library was not a suitable 
repository for records like the Tanjore Raj records. 

Professor G. S. Srinivasachari said that it was being proposed to keep 
those records in the Colleetorate office of Tanjore, hut so far no steps had 
been taken towards the actual transfer of the records there. He under- 
took to inquire into the matter. 

Dr. 8. N. 8en explained the position vis-a-vis the Government of' 
Tn dia. who claimed the records as belonging to the Central Government. 
Provision had been made for the inspection of those records by the Curator 
of the Madras Record Office, and the Government of India had 
undertaken to provide the money required for their rehabilitation, proper 
preservation and indexing, etc. 

Dr. Bisheshwar Prasad suggested that the Government of India should 
take over those records bodily and place them either in the National 
Archives of India or in some other official depository like the Madras 
Record Office. 



The Chairman said that the Commission should accept the Madras 
Government’s stand in the matter, but press for the cataloguing, indexing, 
etc. of these records. 

Professor D. V . Poidar gave farther information. His help had been 
sought in deciphering the records written in Modi. Towards that end he 
had asked to see the records hint self, but he did not know what further action 
had been taken. 

Dr. Bisheshwar Prasad again pressed the point that even the Collectorate 
Office might not be a suitable place for depositing those records. He, 
suggested that the Secretary of the Commission should go to Tanjore 
examine the position and recommend the place where the records should 
be deposited. 

Dr. P. M. Joshi inquired if those records could be readily microfilmed. 

t Professor D.V. Potdar pointed out that the bulk of those records did 
not make straight microfilming advisable, and that a selection would have 
to be made before they could be microfilmed. He generally supported Dr. 
Prasad as to the location of those records. 

Professor C.S. Srinivasachari said that the records belonged and pertained 
to the Tanjore State and they should be located where they were most likely 
to be used. He also pointed out the difficulty in finding locally scholars 
knowing Modi. 

The following resolution was then moved by the Chair : — 

Resolution I. — While agreeing with the Madras Government that the 
Tanjore Raj records could not be placed under the care and custody of a 
private library, this Committee recommends that the Secretary, Indian 
Historical Records Commission ; Professor D.V. Potdar ; Convener, Madras 
Regional Records Survey Committee ; and Dr. P.M. Joshi (if deputed by the 
Government of Bombay )?should inspect the records with a view to suggest- 
ing a suitable place for their location and steps to be taken for their preser- 
vation and utilization. 

The resolution was unanimously passed. 

Dr . N. K. Sinha drew attention to Resolution VIII of the tenth meeting 
and Resolution III of the twelfth meeting, and suggested that reminders 
may be sent to the Provincial Governments and States. The suggestion 
was accepted. 

Dr. Bisheshwar Prasad referred to Resolution IV of the tenth meeting 
.and urged early legislation on records. 



Dr. 8. N. Sen referred to the revised Ancient Monuments Act which.' now 
prevented the export of records more than 100 years old. He pointed oux> 
the inadequacy of this legislation as records less than 100 years old. were 
outside its scope, and also because it left out of account such problems as 
the destruction and dispersal of records. The following resolution was then 
moved by the Chairman and passed unanimously. 

Resolution II. — This Committee again draws the attention of the 
Government of India to its previous resolutions [Resolution VII of the 
nineteenth Session of the Indian Historical Records Commission and 
Resolution IV of the ninth meeting and Resolution IV (1) of the tenth 
meeting of the Research & Publication Committee] and urges early action 
in the matter. 

Dr Bisheshwar Prasad drew’ attention to Resolution IV of the tenth 
meeting. He referred to the Secretary’s remarks against the inquiry by 
the Government of West Bengal and inquired to what extent the Govern- 
ment of India’s ow r n records had been surveyed. 

The Secretary informed the Committee that information was being 
collected from the various Ministries of the Government of India and their 
attached and subordinate offices in connection with estimating the additional 
shelf space required by the .National Archives of India, which, also -would 
give the information sought by Dr. Bisheshwar Prasad. The information 
was gradually coming in, although perhaps not as fast as would he 
desirable nor always in the form required. In such cases reminders were 
sent and supplementary information gathered. The process was not 
complete yet and was continuing. 

2. Review of progress made in the Publication Programme. 

(A) Indian Records Series 

Scheme I. Volume V of the Fort William — India House Correspondence 
is in the Pres and is expected to be published before the end of the current 
year. Volume I of this series will be shortly sent to the Press. Dr. YJ. 
Taraporewala has completed the editing of Volume XVII and has been 
paid the honorarium for the same. Father H. If or as has Intimated that 
he will complete his work before March 1950. The other editors have 
not sent any reports regarding the progress of their work. 

Scheme II. The Indian Travels of Thevenot an d Carcri has come out 
Oi the Iress and nas been issued for sale, A copy was laid on the table, 

(B) Records in Oriental Languages 

Scheme III (4).— No progress has been made regarding the publication 
of the Punjab Akhbars and the Hindi documents. Facsimile copies of the 



Tamil documents have been supplied to the Annamalai University and 
Professor C.S. Srinivasachaii is editing the volume on its behalf. 

(C) Selections from English Records 

Scheme 111(B). — The Annamalai University is making arrangements 
for the printing of Selection from the Orme Manuscripts , the editing ol which 
has already been completed. 

The Chairman requested Dr. S.N. Sen to report on the progress of the 
Publication Programme. 

Dr. S. N. Sen said that progress had been very slowr for which he could 
put forward certain specific reasons. They were, in the first place, technical 
difficulties raised by different departments of the Government of India 
themselves. Por instance, normally all Government publications were to 
be printed at the Government of India presses, but the latter %vere either 
overworked or inadequately equipped for the type of work required for the 
Publication Programme. It *was necessary therefore to entrust the job to 
private presses, for which prior permission had to be secured from the 
Controller of Printing. Further, financial sanction for the publication of each 
volume had to be seem eel. General peimission cn both these counts had been 
sought hut refused on administrative grounds. Again, even w r here 
permission had been received to get the printing clone by a private press 
and the financial sanction obtained, the presses themselves were reluctant to 
undertake the job as long as the general governmental system of payment 
was insisted on. Their complaint was that it was inordinately complicated 
and invariably caused delay in payment which they could not afford. 

The second cause of delay lay with the Editors of the Volumes themselves. 
They were invariably behind the schedule, sometimes very far behind, with 
the result that instead of the edited volumes coming in at regular intervals, 
the few volumes that had been edited came in lo the General Editor all 
at once. The finishing work ■which was to be done by the General Editor 
has thus caused a bottleneck. Tb : s finishing work had further been increased 
owing to the need of checking the work of the Ediloie me! mal'ng them of 
uniform quality, which could have been avoided if the Editors were a little 
m re careful about their work. All this work carried out by the General 
Editor in his office (National Archives of India) had been further hampered 
h y the inadequacy of the staff in that office. This had resulted in that staff 
not being able at all to undertake the work of editing of volumes due to he 
done at the National Archives itself. The institutions which had undertaken 
to bring out individual volumes of Oriental records had also lagged very 
much behind. 
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With reference to the Oriental records, Dr Sen said that transcripts of 
Persian Akhbars , to be edited and published by the University of Delhi, 
had been given to the previous member from that University. The latter 
had moved to Pakistan after losing all his property in Delhi and what 
happened to those transcripts was not known. Dr Sen added that iJTresh 
transcripts were provided to the University of Delhi, the latter would now 
take up their editing and publication. 

Professor D. V. Potdar said that the Government of India should take 
more interest towards the publication of the records in Oriental languages 
by subsidizing them in the same manner as they had subsidized the pub- 
lication of the English records. 

Dr Bisheshwar Prasad said that seeing how slow progress generally 
was in all publication schemes in the country, what had been done towards 
the Publication Programme of the Commission was commendable. 

The Chairman pointed out that all things said and done the conclusion 
was inescapable that progress in the Publication Programme had been very 
slow. He suggested that the Secretary of the Commission should draw 
up a detailed memorandum explaining the causes of the delay and lay the 
memorandum before the Committte at its next meeting. 3n the meantime 
individual editors and institutions w r ere to be informed that they sin add 
complete their work respectively by the end of 1951 and 1952 at tin* latest 
or return the scripts to the General Editor. 


3. Survey o! Records. 

A review of the activities of the Regional Records Survey ( tun inti lees 
in the provinces w r as placed before the eleventh meeting of the Research 
and Publication Committee held at Jaipur in February IMS, Annual 
reports of some of the Committees in the provinces and States will be found 
in the Indian Historical Records Commission Proceedings Volume XXLV 
and Volume XXV, Part I. 


The political changes in the country resulted into consequent changes 
in the set up of some of the provincial Committees. The Committee for the 
North-West Frontier Province which was functioning under the Indian 
Historical Records Commission has gone out of it, win -mis Sind which was 


under the jurisdiction of the Committee for Bombay has naturally seceded 
from it. Similarly East Bengal which was formerly under the territorial 
jurisdiction of the Committee for Bengal and Assam has seceded from the 
Committee of West Bengal, which has been reconstituted, The Research 
and Publication Committee will however be glad to know that the Co\ em- 
inent of East Punjab has set up a permanent Survey Committee of it s own. 
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In response to Resolution A 1 ot the Stii meeting of the Research, and Pub- 
lication Committee the Government of Madras have set up their own perma- 
nent Survey Committee and Assam have agreed to do so as soon as financial 
position improves. The composition of the Committees will be found in 
the conspectus. The Government of Central Provinces and Berar is also 
considering the question of appointment of a permanent Committee. It 
is hoped that other provinces will follow suit. 

(i) Financial grant. — The Government of India grant-in-aid to the 
Regional Records Survey Committees in the provinces for the year 1919-50 
amounted to Rs. 6,500 only. The grant for the current year lias been 
distributed to only six Committees, Madras having set up their own Committee 
and the Committee for Bombay having been unable to utilise the grant in 
the past year. During the year under review some of the Survey 
Committees did very useful work and brought to light many valuable 
historical manuscripts and documents some of which were purchased by 
them. All these manuscripts or copies thereof, have been transferred to 
the National Archives of India for custody. The Delhi Committee has 
also purchased twenty-seven historical manuscripts, which are now being 
examined by it # 

(ii) Account of Expenditure. — It may be mentioned in this connection 
that the accounts of expenditure incurred by the Committees out of the 
Government grant are not in most cases received in time. Attention of 
of the members are invited in this connection to Resolution V of the 11th 
meeting of the Research & Publication Committee (T.H.R.C. Procs. Vol. 
XXIV, Part III, p. 140) and the Conveners of the Committees are requested 
to submit their half-yearly accounts in time and in proper form for audit 
purposes. 

(Hi) Publicity through liadio and Press. — As suggested by the Research 
and Publication Committee at its eleventh meeting, the Secretary moved 
the authorities of the All-India Radio and the Press Information Bureau 
of the Government of India to extend necessary facilities to the Regional 
Records Survey Committees for publicising their activities as in the past. 
Accordingly as many as 17 talks were delivered by the members of the various 
provincial Committees from the various stations of the All-India Radio 
Between October- December 1948. These include nine talks in English, 
Tamil and Telugu from Madras and Trichinopoly ; three from Cuttack in 
Oriya ; three from Nagpur in English, Marathi and Hindi ; and one each 
from Lucknow and Patna in Hindi. 

About publicity through Press, the Regional Records Survey Committee 
‘for East Punjab published a series of articles on their survey wor k through 



the newspapers. No material worth publication was however received by 
the Secretary of the Commission from other Survey Committees. 

(u?) Annual Reports . — All the previous annual reports from the 
Regional Records Survey Committees in the Provinces and the States have 
been published in the Indian Historical Records Commission Proceedings 
Volume XXV, Part I. During the current year fresh reports have been 
received only from the Committees in West Bengal, United Provinces and 
Madras. As without these reports no estimate of work done in the field can 
be made, the Conveners may be requested to send them regularly. 

Dr. N.K. Sinha said that the grants for the Regional Records Survey 
Committees were as a rule received very late for anything substantial to 
be spent by the time the first half-yearly accounts were due. He inquired 
whether any useful purpose would be served in accounting for a very small 
sum of money. 

The Secretary pointed out that for uniform and proper accounting half- 
yearly accounts were essential, even though the sum involved was small. 
In case nothing was spent, a nil return should be made which was required 
for auditing purposes. The following resolution was then passed : 

Resolution III.— This Committee urges on all the Regional Records 
Survey Committees which have not submitted their accounts to do so without 
any further delay. 

4. Resolution by Mr. B. V. Bhat on the maintenance of records of the 
“defunct” States. 

That the Government of India be requested to ask the provincial 
Governments and States Unions to take immediate steps properly to house 
and preserve the records of the defunct States within their respective 
jurisdictions. 

Explanatory Note. — The , importance of the resolution is self- 
explanatory. The archives of all the Indian States, which have either 
merged with the provinces or have formed into Unions contain valuable 
materials bearing on the history of India from 1200 A.D. down to present 
time. The Jaipur State records which are now accessible to research 
scholars, have revealed a mass of valuable records which will be of great 
use to the students of history. 

Secretary’s Note. — A similar resolution (Resolution IV) was passed 
by the Research and Publication Committee at its fourteenth meeting 
held at New Delhi in May 1949. The resolution has been circulated by the 
Government of India to all the provincial Governments and Unions of States 
with a request to preserve and maintain the integrity of the records in 
question. 
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3. Resolution forwarded by the Rajpuiana tJniversity regarding classification 
and rearrangement of records under the Unions of States. 

That the various Unions of States be requested kindly to reclassify and 
rearrange their archives on proper lines so as to make them useful for 
research reference and throw them open to scholars. 

These two items being related were taken up together. Mr. G. H. Khare 
related his experience with regard to the J aipur records where he was not 
permitted to take any notes from the records he was allowed to examine. 
He inquired if any steps had been taken towards organizing the records of 
defunct States like Jaipur and opening them for research. 

The Secretary informed that conditions in the defunct States was still 
fluid, and until they w T ere stabilized nothing definite could be said about 
them. His private information was that some steps were being taken to 
organize the records of Union of Rajasthan on which he had been consulted 
in a private capacity, but he was unaware of the actual details or the 
progress made. 

The following resolution was then unanimously passed: 

Resolution IV. — Resolved that the Government of India be requested 
to ask the provincial Governments and States Unions to take immediate 
steps properly to house and preserve the records of the defunct States within 
their respective jurisdictions, and to arrange their archives on proper lines 
so as to make them useful for research purposes, and to throw them open 
to scholars. 

6. Resolution forwarded by the Calcutta University regarding throwing open 
of Central Government records. 

That the records of the Government of India down to the year 1935 
- should be thrown open for examination and use by bona fide historical 
research workers. 

Explanatory Note.— Now that British rule over India has ended, 

■ there is no reason why these records should not be thrown open for historical 
researches. 

Secretary's Note.— In pursuance of Resolution III of the ninth meet- 
ing and Resolution XIII of the eleventh meeting of the Research 
and Publication Committee, the Government of India have in March 1949 
declared all - their ordinary and confidential records up to 1901 open for 
* bona fi de resear °k* The National Archives of India (Historical) Research 
Rules have accordingly been modified and the revised rules which are now in 
. press will be circulated as soon as these are printed. The proposal to throw 
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open records of further 35 years cannot be entertained unless additional 
storage space is provided. The National Archives of India is already facing 
serious difficulties owing to shortage of accommodation. 

Dr N . K. Sinka formally moved the resolution forwarded by the 
University of Calcutta. 

-The Secretary pointed out that it would be against public policy to throw 
open generally very recent records, and no Government could agree to 
such a proposal. However even the latest records were open for research 
by individual scholars with the permission of the Ministry concerned. 

The resolution was withdrawn. 

7. Note by Dr. P. M. Joshi on the acquisition of records relating to India 
from the National Archives, U.S.A. (forwarded by the Government 
of Bombay). 

Reference Information Circular No. 38 of the National Ai chives, U.S.A., 
contains an interesting article by P. Basu giving information about materials 
in the U.S.A. Archives relating to India. The records relate to economic 
and commerical affairs of India from 1792 onwards. They arise out 
of report of the United States Consuls in India. The U.S. Consuls in India 
were not interested in commerce alone. They did political and other re- 
porting as well. Their records contain interesting information about agri- 
culture, irrigation, forest, trade, public health, military problems and poli- 
tical situation in India and should prove a collection of great interest. An 
attempt should be made to acquire copies of the more important of these 
records. 

On page 3 of the bulletin there is one item of special interest for the 
Province of Bombay. They are the records from the U.S. Consul for 
Bombay for 1855-1922. Microfilm copies of these records may be obtained 
for this Government. 

Secretary’s Note. — On an earlier recommendation a scheme had 
been prepared to obtain microfilm copies of records relating to India 
from abroad. The Government of India have been pleased to sanction 
a sum of Rs. 50,000 for this purpose. As to records of special interest to 
the province of Bombay referred to by Dr. Joshi, it would be advisable 
for the Bombay Government to approach the U.S. National Archives for 
"copy. 

Dr P . M. Joshi informed that the Bombay Government had since taken 
action as suggested in the Secretary’s note. 

The meeting then concluded with a vote of thanks to the Chair. 
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CONSPECTUS OF ACTION TAKEN 

Research and Publication Committee 

Eighth Meeting, Xeu: Delhi , March 1946 

Resolution VI. — Resolved that the Government of India be requested 
to ask the provincial Governments and Indian States to set up permanent 
Regional Survey Committees in view of the altered position consequent 
on the cessation of hostilities. 

I. The Goiernment of Assam propose to set up a separate Regional 
Survey Committee in Assam with the following members : — 

(i) Dr. B. K. Kakati, Principal, Cotton College, Gauhati, and member 

of the Regional Survey Committee for Bengal and Assam. 

(ii) Head of the Department of History at Cotton College, Gauhati, 

(iii) Head of the Department of History at the Gauhati University. 

(iv) Honoiary Secretary, Kamrup Anusandhan Samiti. 

* (v) Dr. S. K. Bkuyan, Honorary Provincial Director of the 
Department of Historical and Antiquarian Studies and member 
of the Regional Survey Committee for Bengal and Assam. 

Secretary’s Remarks— Please see remarks of the Government of Assam on 
Resolution II of 13tli meeting of the Research and Publication Committee. 

'2 V The Government of Madras have set up a permanent Regional Survey 
Committee composed of persons and representatives of institutions interested 
in the subject. The Committee will consist of the following members and 
they will hold office for a period of three years from the date of the order: — 

^ I. 'Learned Institutions. 

‘ \ * 

(i) Sri P. V. Ramanuj as wami, M.A., Director of the Sri Venkateswara 
Oriental Institute, Tirupati. 

. { (ii) Dr. C. Kunhan Raja, M.A., D. Phil. (Oxon), Honorary Curator 
of the Adyar Library, Adyar, Madras. 

.. du) Sri S. Gopalan, B.A., B.L., Member and Honorary Secretary of 
• u;* - the T.M.S.S.M. Library, Tanjore. 

!£/ ;iv) Dr. George Kuriyan, Honorary Secretary of the Indian 
Geographical Society, Gopalapuram, Madras. 

(v) Dr. R. Bhaskaran, Honorary Secretary and Treasurer of the 
Madras Institute of Public Administration, University Buildings, 
Triplicate, Madras. 



SI 


II. Universities. 

(i) Professor V. R. Rainachandra Dikshitar, M.A., Professor of Indian 

History and Archaeology, University of Madras, Madras. 

(ii) Professor R. Satyanatha Ayyar, M.A., Professor of History, 

Anna.ina.lai University, Annamalainagar, Chidambaram. 

III. Government Nominees. 

(i) Sri Diwan Bahadur C. S. Srinivasachari, Principal, Raja Doraisingam 

Memorial College, Sivaganga Convener. 

(ii) Sri T. P. Minakshisundaram, M.A., B.L., M.O.L., Correspondent, 

Ckintadripet High School, Madras. 

<iii) Sri T. Balakrishnan Nair, M.A. (London), Professor of Indian 
History, Presidency College, Madras. 

(iv) Sri R. Subba Rao, M.A., L.T., Secretary, Andhra Historical 

Research Society, Rajahmundry. 

(v) Reverend Father T. N. Siquira, S. J., Principal, St. Xavier’s College, 

Palamcottah. 

IV. The President , Hindu Religious Endowments Board. 

V. The Superintendent, Archaeological Survey of India, Southern Circle, 
Madras. 

VI. The Curator, Madras Record Office. 

3. The Government of East Punjab have informed that a Regional Survey 
Committee for the survey of historical records in East Punjab consisting 
of the following members has already been constituted : — 

(i) Dr. G. L. Chopra, M.A., Ph.D., Bar-at-Law, 

(ii) Dr. R. R. Sethi, M.A., Ph.D., 

(iii) Professor Jai Chandra, Vidyalankar, M.A., 

(iv) Professor C. L. Kapur, M.A., 

(v) Professor Waryam Singh, M.A., 

(vi) Professor Vidya Sagar Suri, M.A., 

(vii) Baba Prem Singh, of Hoti. 

4. The Chief Commissioner, Himachal Pradesh, has informed that the 
Administration is collecting lists of historical records available in the 
districts. So far as is known no such records are lying uncared for in Himachi 
Pradesh in private custody. It will, therefore, serve no useful purpose for 
the present to set up a Regional Survey Committee in the province. 



5. The Government of Bombay have informed that the question of estab* 
lishing a Historical and Ancient Monuments Council is under their 
consideration. (Please see also the remarks against Resolution VIII 
of tenth meeting and Resolution II of the 13th meeting of the R and P 
Committee). 

6. The Government of Cochin (late) have suggested that a common 
committee for Cochin, Travancore and Malabar appears to be the best 
course. 

7. The Government of Tripura have informed that the question of setting 
up a Regional ^Survey Committee in the State will be considered after 
preliminary survey has been made with a view to ascertaining if and to 
what extent records and materials of historic interest exist in the Tripura 
State. Steps to this end are being taken. 

8. The Government of Traianccre (late) have informed that a Regional 
Committee was constituted in October 1911 consisting of Mr. V. 
Rangacharya, Professor of History, University College, Trivandrum, Mr. 
Sooranand P. N. Kunjan Pillai, Superintendent, Huzur Central Records and 
Mr. R. Vasudeva Poduval, Director of Archaeology for the collection of 
manuscripts in private custody, etc. Professor Rangacharya has since 
resigned his appointment and Mr. R. Vasudeva Poduval has retired from 
service. The Committee has thus become defunct. The question of re- 
constituting the Committee will be taken up as soon as the vacant Professor- 
ship in History in the University College and the post of Director of 
Archaeology are filled up. 

9. The Government of Cooch Be'iar (late) have informed that the State 
Durbar are in favour of Regional Committees being set up in the States. The 
Durbar, however, consider it desirable that while setting up such Committees 
a State should be allowed to have one or two of its nominees on the 
Committee. 

10. The Manipur State (late) have informed that they did not wish to set 
up a permanent Regional Committee at present. 

11. The Rampur State have set up a Regional Committee for the survey 
of historical records under the Presidentship of their Political Minister. 

12. The Chief Commissioner, Coorg , has informed, that since there are 
not many historical records in the province, there is no need to set up t a 
permanent Regional Survey Committee for Coorg. 

Ninth Meeting , Indore , December , 1946 

Resolution VII. — (a) This Committee appreciates the services of the 
Collector of Tanjore, Mr. T. S. Ramachandran, Mr. K. R. Srinivasan and 
the Honorar 'Secretary, Tanjore Saraswati Mahal Library in rescuing 
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the Tanjore records from destruction and conveys its thanks to those 
gentlemen. 

(b) The Committee also recommends that these records should be moved 

to the custody of the Tanjore Saraswati Mahal Library. 

(c) The Committee further recommends that an adequate grant he made* 
for indexing and cataloguing these records and that the Madras Government 
consider the matter sympathetically. 

The Madras Government consider that the dual responsibility over the 
records in question, suggested in the resolution is not feasible. Once the 
records are transferred to a non-official body like the Tanjore Saraswati 
Mahal Library, neither the Collector of Tanjore nor the Curator, Madras 
Record Office can be expected to exercise any effective control over their 
safe custody and maintenance. The Madras Government also cannot 
be held responsible for any theft or loss of the records if these are under 
the care and custody of private library where they will be accessible to the 
public. 

The Tanjore collections are Government records and are not “Manus- 
cripts” of mere historical or literary value. Being mostly records of 
administrative value, they cannot be kept in a public library and thrown 
open for research work indiscriminately, as such a course might lead to 
litigation, affect public interest or embarrass the Government. 

Of the two public libraries in the Province to which these records'eoulcl 
be transferred, the Curator, Madras Record Office, who is the expert adviser 
of this Government on the subject, the Collector of Tanjore and the Board 
of Revenue all are opposed to their transfer to the Saraswati Mahal Library. 

The provincial Government therefore requests the Government of India* 
to reconsider their decision. 

Secretary's RemarJcs . — Please see in this connection Resolution I passed 
by the Indian Historical Records Commission at its 25th session held at 
Delhi in December 1948 (Indian Historical Records Commission Proceedings- 
Volume XXV, Part I), and also conspectus of action taken by the Govern- 
ment of India. 


Tenth Meeting , New Delhi , March 1947 

Resolution IF. — This Committee views with grave concern the extremely 
unsatisfactory state in which the bulk of the records and historical 
manuscripts in India are lying, and the risks of destruction and dispersal to 
which they are exposed due mainly to the ignorance on the part of the 
public of their value as evidences for history and is firmly convinced that the 
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major portion of these invaluable treasures will be lost to the nation unless 
adequate steps are immediately taken for their preservation. The 
Committee believes that many of these risks can be eliminated by (1) the 
enactment of a comprehensive public records legislation for the preservation 
of all records of national value ; {2} by the establishment of properly organis- 
ed and staffed repositories all over the country to house records which still 
require a suitable shelter, and education of their present custodians and 
owners in the principles of archives keeping ; (3) making provision for 
'technical services (such as repair, photographing, indexing, cataloguing, etc.) 
in such repositories as may be unable to organise these services for them- 
selves : (4) organisation of research facilities at these repositories for approved 
students and (5) establishment of a system of control on the administration 
of these records by a suitable central organisation. The Committee further 
believes that as a preliminary step to the above it will be necessary to 
compile a register containing complete information regarding all records in 
India whether in public, semi-public, private or institutional custody. It 
therefore makes the following recommendations : — 

,(i) That the Secretary, Research and Publication Committee, be 
entrusted with the compilation of such a Register, to be called 
the National Register of records and historical manuscripts, 
with the help of the Regional Survey Committees in the provinces 
and the States ; 

(ii) that the latter bodies be instructed to concentrate on the work 
of the compilation of the materials for the register to the 
exclusion of all other items of work they may have taken up or 
intend to take up in the near future ; 

(in) that information collectedjbe'entered in the pro forma approved 
by this Committee (annexed hereto) a separate form 
being used for each collection, series, group or ‘fonds’ of records 
or historical manuscripts surveyed, that the completed form 
be forwarded to the Secretary, Research and Publication 
Committee, for consolidation with similar forms received from 
elsewhere copies being retained by the Regional Committees 
in the form of a Register for a reference purpose, with up-to- 
date indexes, duplicates of which should he furnished to the 
Secretary of the Committee, and that the Registers whether 
at the Centre or in the provinces be made available to accredited 
scholars ; 

{iv) that the provincial Governments and the States and through 
them the authorities of the Divisions, Districts, Sub-divisions, 
Circles and other administrative units, High Courts and other 
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Trusts, Councils and similar organisations set up by the provin- 
cial or State Governments or under their auspices, learned 
societies, Universities, educational institutions, religious estab- 
lishments, libraries, museums and all public and semi-publie 
institutions situated within the territorial limits of the provinces 
and the States, be asked to co-operate fully with the Regional 
Committees in compiling the Register by extending to them 
financial help and according them unrestricted facilities for 
inspection of the records under their control ; 

(v) the Regional Survey Committees be further asked to exclude 

from their immediate programme the contents of the organised 
Records Offices and concentrate on such records in semi-public, 
institutional and private custody and such public records as 
are yet to be organised ; 

(vi) that the provincial Governments and the States having organised 

record offices of their own be asked to furnish the requisite 
information in respect of their collections direct to the 
Secretary, Research and Publication Committee, in the approv- 
ed form copies being sent to the Regional Survey Committees* 
functioning in the provinces of the States as the case may be ; 

(vii) that the Government of India afford such financial and other 

facilities to the Secretary, Research and Publication. 
Committee (in printing instruction sheets, relevant proformas, 
and any other matter) that may be considered to be necessary 
in connection with the compilation of the Register ; 

(viii) that to accord this scheme the widest possible publicity the 
resolution be published in the Gazette of India , that the Press- 
Information Bureau be asked to issue a press note on the subject 
for publication in leading newspapers and periodicals and that 
All-India Radio be asked to arrange for a series of educational 
talks explaining the implications of the project. The Committee 
hereby authorises its Secretary to issue directives for the 
guidanceof the Regional Survey Committees and to ask for 
annual reports of the work done in this connection. 

1. The Travancore Government (late) have informed that they will be 
glad to render all ponible help and co-operation in the compilation of the* 
National Register of Records, etc. 
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2. The Government of West Bengal have said that the matter is under 
:heir consideration and ask for information on what the Government of 
India propose to do about their own records. They further ask the Govern- 
ment of India to get them informed as to the nature and extent of the 
financial aid they are expected to give to the regional Records Offices in this 
connection. 

Secretary’s Remarks . — A reply has been sent to the Government of West 
Bengal intimating that steps are being taken for compiling complete 
information regar din g records in the custody of the various Ministries of 
the Government of India and their attached and subordinate offices. 

3. The Manipur State (late) have informed that they were willing to 
help the Gover nm ent of India in all possible ways and desired that the Chief 
Minister or the Dewan should be asked for permission whenever any records 
in that State were considered necessary to be transcribed by anybody to 
help the Survey Committee. 

4. The Go vernment of Orissa have informed that they will give all possible 
help to the Regional Survey Committee in the province in carrying through 
the programme of compilation of a National Register of Records and 
Historical Manuscripts. 

Resolution VIII . — This Committee (further) recommends that the 
provincial and States Governments be requested to give on the basis of the 
recommendations of the Regional Survey Committees in their areas, free 
transcripts of records in their custody to those who may help the Survey 
•Committees in their quest for historical records, if such transcripts are 
wanted for local or family history. 

L The Government of Travancore (late) have informed that they will be 
glad to render all possible assistance to those who may help the Regional 
Survey Committee in their quest for historical records as and when a 
‘requisition is received. 

2. The Government of West Bengal have informed that the matter is 
binder their consideration. 

3. The Government of Bombay have informed that no Regional Survey 
Committee exists in the province but a Provincial Records Council is pro- 
posed to be set up which will do work similar to that done by the Regional- 
Survey Committees in other provinces. The provincial Government will 
implement the recommendation of the Research and Publication Committee 
through this council which will seek to utilise the services of all persons 
interested in historical research. At present students are not charged 
anything for taking extracts from records either in the Secretariat Record 
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Office, Bombay or the Alienation Office, Poona. Facilities for studying 
material at both the Offices will be given to all persons connected with the 
Provincial Records Council on the same conditions as obtain for the general 
student. Search for material required by such workers will be conducted 
by them and any transcripts that they may require will be allowed to them . 

Secretary’s Remarks . — (Please see remarks against Resolution VI of 
eighth meeting and Resolution II of 13th meeting also.) An ad hoc Regional 
Records Survey Committee, set up by the Indian Historical Records 
Commission according to Resolution V of the third meeting of the 
Research and Publication Committee, is in existence in Bombay since 
1913. Please see conspectus page 111, Part III, IHRC Procs. VoL XXL 


Eleventh Meeting , Jaipur , February 1949 

Resolution XII . — That the Government of India and the Mahatma 
Gandhi Memorial Committee be requested to transfer all the original writings 
of Mahatma Gandhi and records relating to him to the custody of the 
National Archives of India for preservation. 

Note . — Please see remarks against Resolution II of the twenty-fourth 
session of the Indian Historical Records Commission. 


Twelfth Meeting New Delhi , July 1949 

Resolution I . — This Committee recommends that the Local Records 
Sub-Committee be reconstituted as follows : — 

(1) Educational Adviser to the Government of India, ex-officio Chair- 

man. 

(2) A nominee of the Ministry of Home Affairs (preferably a Deputy 

Secretary of that Ministry). 

(3) A member co-opted by the Chairman for one year. 

(4) Director of Archives, Government of India, ex-officio Secretary, 

.and if a member was available at Delhi for the entire period of three 
years for which the Sub -Committee is ordinarily appointed, he may be 
•co-opted. 

The Government of India have accepted the resolution and the revised 
constitution has been published in the Gazette of India. Please see Indian 
Historical Records Commission Proceedings, Volume XXV, Part I, 
Appendix C. 
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Resolution II .— This Committee fully endorses the Resolution of the 
Sub-Committee on the conservation of records under a unified central control 
and recommends to the Government of India that suitable action be taken 
as soon as possible. 

The Government of India have circulated the resolution together with 
the minutes of the Sub -Committee and Resolution IV of the twenty- third 
session of the Indian Historical Records Commission to all the provincial 
Governments and the States. 

For replies from the provincial Governments and the States, please see 
the Conspectus of the I.H.R.C., Resolution IV of the 23rd session. 

Resolution IIL— This Committee recommends that all the non-current 
District, Divisional and Sub-Divisional records should be centralised at the 
provincial headquarters under a unified control directly under the provincial 
Governments for better preservation and historical research. It is further 
recommended that an annual report on the progress achieved in this respect 
may be submitted to the Indian Historical Records Commission for 
information. 

Forwarded by the Government of India to all the provincial Governments,, 
States and Unions of States. 

The Government of East Punjab have informed that they have accepted 
the Resolution and action has already been taken to implement the same. 

The Government of Bombay have stated that the question of centralisa- 
tion of the non-current District, Divisional and Sub-Divisional records at 
the provincial headquarters is receiving their attention. 

The Biroda State (late) have informed that they have already concentrated 
all their district records up to the year 1884 in their Central Records. 

The Ghief Commissioner, Delhi, has informed that Delhi till 1911 formed 
part of the Ambala District and that the district records of historical value 
up to that year, if any, should be in the office of the Commissioner, Ambala 
Division. There are at present no historical records in the District Offices. 

Resolution IV. — Resolved that the provincial Governments be requested 
to follow the international practice in the appropriation by or allotment 
of records to seceding territories. 

N" oil. Tne resolution together with a note prepared by the Secretary, 
Indian Historical Records Commission on the “International Practice 
on the effect of change of Sovereignty on records” was forwarded by the 
Government of India to all the provincial Governments. 
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The Government of Assam was requested specially to re-open the question, 
of partition of Central Government records with the Government of East 
Pakistan de novo on lines similar to those followed by the Government of 
West Bengal. 

The Government of Assam have informed that no records of the late 
Crown Representative or of the Central Government have been partitioned 
or transferred to the Government of East Bengal. Records of the 
provincial Government which purely relate to the portion of Sylhet district 
have been separated and transferred to the Government of East Bengal 
and those which are of common interest or relate to other districts of the 
Province have been duplicated and the duplicate copies were transferred 
to "that Government only. 

Resolution V. — This Committee approves of the recommendation made 
by the Sub-Committee appointed by the Government of India to 
formulate a five-year plan of work for survey of historical documents in 
the country and urges upon the Government of India to give effect to this 
recommendation as soon as possible. 

The proposal is under the consideration of the Government of India. 

(For replies of the provincial Governments and States on the proposed 
compilation of the “National Register” please see reply against Resolution' 
IV of the 10th meeting of the Research & Publication Committee). 

Resolution VI. — This Committee recommends that the Historical Section 
of the Defence Ministry may be represented on the Indian Historical Records 
Commission. 

The Government of India have accepted the recommendation and Dr. 
Bisheshwar Prasad, Director, Combined Inter-Services Historical Section 
has been appointed an Associate member of the Commission. 

Item 12 of the proceedings regarding publication of all the past resolutions 
of the Commission in a consolidated form. 


A Souvenir Volume entitled “Indian Historical Records Commission — A 
Retrospect” containing the history of the Indian Historical Records 
Commission and the National Archives of India since their inception was pub- 
lished during the Silver Jubliee Session of the Commission and distributed 
to all the members and others. Another volume containing the past 
resolutions of the Indian Historical Records Commission, the Research and 
Publication Committee and the Local Records Sub-Committee has also been 
published and distributed to all the members, provincial Governments* 
States, etc. 
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Thirteenth meeting — Delhi } December IMS. 

Resolution L — This Committee requests scholars, archivists and others 
engaged in research among archives to bring to the notice of the Secretary, 
Indian Historical Records Commission, interesting and new subjects which 
they come across in the course of their researches and upon which they 
find sufficient materials among the archives, in order that a list of such 
subjects may be published in the Annual Proceedings Volumes of the Indian 
Historical Records Commission for helping research students in the selection 
of suitable subjects for their thesis. 

The Government of India has accepted the Resolution subject to the 
modification that the information on the subject should be published in the 
INDIAN ARCHIVES instead of in the Proceedings of the Indian Historical 
Records Commission. 

1. The Chief Commissioner , Himachal Pradesh, has instructed all 
the Deputy Commissioners to request scholars and archivists in each District 
who are engaged in research to bring to the notice of the Secretary, Indian 
Historical Records Commission, interesting and new subjects which they 
might come across in the course of their researches. 

2. The Chief Commissioner , Coorg, has informed that there are no research 
scholars engaged in archival research work in Coorg and therefore no action 
was considered necessary on the resolution by the Administration. 

3. The Madras Government have informed that the Curator, Madras 
Records Office, has been asked to communicate to the Secretary, Indian 
Historical Records Commission, direct any new and interesting subjects 
for research which he might come across in the course of his research. The 
resolution has also been forwarded to the Universities in the province for 
necessary action on a suggestion from the Curator of the Record Office. 

4. The United Provinces Government have informed that copies of the 
resolution have been forwarded to the different Universities and learned 
institutions in the province for their information and necessary action. 

5. The East Punjab Government have conveyed their acceptance of the 
'resolution and have directed their Keeper of Records to bring to the notice 
of the Secretary, Indian Historical Records Commission, interesting and 
new subjects suitable for research whenever he comes across them. 

6. The Government of Bombay have informed that interesting topics 
which the Director of Archives, Bombay, and his staff come across in the 
course of their work will be communicated to the Secretary, Indian 
Historical Records Commission, 
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7. The Government of Patiala and East Punjab States Union have 
informed chat the Director of Archives of the Union has suggested the 
following subjects to be of interest to research scholars for selecting suitable 
subjects for their thesis : — 

(i) History of each of the States of Patiala, Jind, Nabba, Kapurthala 

and Faridkot. 

(ii) Minority administrations in the Phulkian States. 

(hi) Services rendered by the Phulkian States to the British Govern- 
ment in India. 

(iv) Patiala and the Chamber of Princes. 

8. The Government of West Bengal have intimated that the contents 
of the letter have been forwarded to the Royal Asiatic Society of Bengal, 
Bangiya Sahitya Parishad and Sanskrit Sahitya Parish&d with the request 
to bring them to the notice of the research scholars working under them 
for compliance. 

9. The University of Mysore have been intimated that the Head of the 
Department of History of that University has been requested to inform 
the Secretary, Indian Historical Records Commission, direct soon after 
he came across any new and interesting subject worthy of report. 

10. The Government of Travancore and Cochin have informed that a 
* press note has been published on the subject for information of all concerned. 

11. The Government cf Vindhya Pradesh have informed that the matter 
has been brought to the notice of the Vindhya Historical Records 
Commission for future guidance and any interesting and new subject which 
they come across in the course of their work will be communicated to the 
Secretary, Indian Historical Records Commission. 

Remarks.— Materials as and when received will be published in the 
^Indian Archives 5 . 

Resolution II . — That early and suitable steps be taken by the Indian 
Historical Records Commission for publication of original tests or translations 
of comparatively important historical manuscripts and documents 
discovered by the respective Regional Records Survey Committees. 

The Goiemmerd of India while agreeing in principle with the Resolution 
consider that publication of historical manuscripts and documents dis- 
covered by the Regional Records Survey Committee is a work which should 
be undertaken by the provincial Governments, etc., in conjunction with 
their respective regional Committees. 

The provincial Governments and local administrations were, however, 
requested to inform the Government of India the course of action taken 
or proposed to be taken by them on the resolution. 
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1. The Government of Assam have informed that they have postponed 
the scheme for setting up of a Regional Records Surrey Committee till the 
next financial year due to the limitations of finance and as such the question* 
of undertaking the publication of historical monuments and documents 
in accordance vith the resolution of the Indian Historical Records Commis- 
sion does not arise for the present. (Please see conspectus Resolution VI, 
eighth meeting of the Research & Publication Committee). 

2. The Chief Commissioner , Coorg , has informed that there are no 
historical records and monuments of importance in Coorg and therefore 
no Regional Records Survey Committee has been set up. In the 
circumstances no action is considered necessary on the resolution. 

3. The Chief Commissioner , Bilaspur (State), East Punjab, has informed 
that a Regional Records Survey Committee for the discovery of historical 
manuscripts and documents in that province has since been appointed. 

4. The Chief Commissure, Bhopal, has informed that the volume and 
importance of record in Bhopal are not such as will necessitate the expendi- 
ture of money in the appointment of a new Regional Records Survey Com- 
mittee and as such an ad hoc Committee has been proposed to be constituted 
for the purpose of examining important manuscripts and documents. A 
report of the findings will be sent in due course. 

5. The Chief Commissioner , Andaman and Nicclar Islands, has informed 
that it is not proposed to take any action as no historical manuscripts and 
documents have so far been found nor are likely to be found in that Islands 
as all those records have been destroyed by the Japanese during the period 
of their occupation. 

Remarks . — The Chief Commissioner, Andaman and Nicobar Islands, 
has been requested to furnish the Secretary, Indian Historical Records 
Commission, with the information as to the nature, the extent and the 
inclusive dates of the records involved in the destruction and to make a 
thorough investigation to this effect whether those records have been 
physically transferred elsewhere or was it exclusively attributable to 
Japanese destructive tactics. 

The following reply has been given by the Chief Commissioner, Andaman 
& Nicobar Islands : 

As none of the old records or registers are to be found here, it is not 
possible to give any information regarding the nature, the extent, and the 
inclusive dates of the records destroyed by the Japanese during their occu- 
pation of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands. Nor is it possible for the 
Local Administration to state categorically that these records have actually 
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been destroyed, and not carried away elsewhere. All that we can say is 
that the local people saw heaps of old records being burnt by the Japanese 
in the compounds of the Government offices which the latter had occupied. 
As, however, access to these buildings w r as strictly forbidden to outsiders 
by the Japanese military authorities, no detailed information can be given 
regarding the nature of the records that were destroyed. The fact remains 
that when these Islands were re-occupied by the Allied Forces in October 
1945, no old records vrere found. It is, however, by no means improbable 
that some of these records were carried away between 1942 and 1945 by the 
Japanese, and deposited elsev’here. 

6. The Government of Madras have informed that they have already set 
Tip a Committee for the survey of historical records and that that Committee 
has not unearthed any manuscripts. The question of publishing the 
historically important manuscripts will be considered as and when the 
Committee unearths any manuscripts of real importance. (Please see 
reply of the Government of Madras on Resolution VI of the eighth meeting 
of the Research and Publication Committee.) 

7. The Government of East Punjab have infoimed that they have already 
a plan in operation and according to that plan research works of outstanding 
merit are published in the form of monographs. Two of such monographs 
are already in the Press and that they will pursue the objectives in this 
resolution as far as possible. 

8. The Government of Bombay have informed that they have created 
a Board for Historical Records and Ancient Monuments which will consider 
all questions ' that may be referred to by the Indian Historical Records 
Commission and the Research and Publication Committee. (The aims and 
objects is printed in the Appendix D. Please see remarks against Resolution 
VI of the eighth meeting, Resolution VIII of the tenth meeting also.) 

j Resolution III . — This Committee reiterates that for enabling the Indian 
research scholars to write a complete and more authentic account of the 
political, social and economic condition of India in the I6th, 17th and 18th 
centuries, and particularly the History of Indian trade, commerce and 
shipping, the Government of India be requested to arrange with the Govern- 
ments of Holland, Portugal and France for obtaining microfilm copies of 
all such records in their possession as may have any bearing on India. 

The Government of India have accepted the resolution. The preliminary 
work undertaken by the National Archives of India in collecting information 
about records relating to India in foreign repositories has revealed a mass 
of valuable information on the subject and order has been placed with the 
following institutions to supply microfilm copies of those records : — 



United Kingdom : 1. British Museum, London ; 2. National Library 
of Scotland, Edinburgh ; 3. Keeper of Register and Records of Scotland, 
Edinburgh ; 4. The Guildhall Library, London ; 5. Bodleian Library, 

Oxford ; 6. The Public Record Office, London ; 7. Lambeth Palace 
Library, Lambeth. 

France : 8. La Bibliotheque Nationale, Paris ; 9. Les Archives de Seine- 
et-Oise, Versailles ; 10. Archives des France, Paris. 

Norway and Denmark : 11. Riksarkivet, Oslo (Norway); 12. Rigsar- 
kivet, Kopenhagen (Denmark). 

United States of America : 13. Library of Congress ; Washington; 14. 
Cleveland Public Library, Cleveland, Ohio; 15. Henry E. Huntington 
Library, San Marino, California. 

Item 7 oi the Proceedings regarding proposal for compilation of a 
Medical History of India 

The relevant extracts from the proceedings of the meeting have been 
sent to Dr. D. V. Subba Reddy. 

Dr. Reddy has been, further informed that as Madias has a fully organised 
Records Office provided with suitable arrangements for rehabilitating 
old and fragile documents he should contact its Curator for assistance. The 
Director of Archives, Government of India, who is likely to visit Madras 
some time late in 1949, will also try to inspect his collection and render any 
help that he can. 

Fourteenth Meeting, New Delhi , May 1949 

Resolution L — This Committee recommends to the Government of India 
that all impoits of microfilm copies of official documents, historical 
manuscripts and rare books from abroad should be exempted from normal 
customs duty at the ports. 

The question is under the consideration of the Government of India. 

Resolution II . — That this Committee recommends that all documents 
(paper) and manuscripts of a date subsequent to A.D. 1600, which are now 
in the possession of the Archaeological Department and different museums 
should be transferred to the National Archives of India. 

As no documents in the custody of the Archaeological Department 
and different museums are likely to be archives, the Government of India 
have dooided that the Arehaeobgieal Department she rid furnish to the 
National Archives of India with a list of such manuscripts in an approved 
form. 



RiSjl'Mion III.—Tiii aitt)3 reiiarefcas its previous reoojumdv 
fcions and requests tha provincial GovarnmentB to expedite the establish- 
tnont of organised records oSoss in their respective provinces if they have 
not already done so. 

1. The Government of West Bengal have informed that an organised 
records office exists in the province. 

2. Hie Government of Assam have informed that with a view to- 
establishing an organised records office in Assam, the q rovincial Government 
have already deputed a candidate for training in Archives Keeping in the 
National Archives of India. Prior to the completion of his training no 
steps for implementation of ' he resolution c : n be taken. 

3. The Chief Commissioner, Kutch , has informed that the Administration 
has no historical records. 

Remarks . — This seems to be quite unlikely as the Kutch State appeals 
to have come into existence in the 15th century and came to have relations 
with the British power in India as early as 18)9. An enquiry has 
been made of the Chief Commissioner, Kutch, to this effect and the reply is 
awaited. 

4. The Government of East Punjab have informed that they have already 
established a Record Office of their own which is in the charge of a Class I 
officer of long experience who is assisted by two qualified trained technical 
assistants. He has been a permanent member of Indian Historical Records 
Commission and has been serving it for the last 12 years. 

5. The Government of United Provides have informed that they have 
appointed a Keeper of Records who has been entrusted with the work of 
estai fishing a Central Records Office at Allahabad. 

6. The Chief Commissioner , Coorg, has informed that there are only a 
limited number of historical records in that province which are preserved 
safely and as there is no scope for conducting any fresh researches in this 
direction, it is not considered necessary to establish an organised record 
office there. 

7. The Government of Madras have informed that they have had an 
organised record offiae as early as 1909. 

8. The Chief Commissioner, Bhopal, has informed that in Bhopal an 
Archives Department known as the Central Records Office has been in. 
existence from 1852. It is one of the oldest in the Dominion and is being 
run and maintained on lines suggested by the Central Records Office of the 
Government of India. There are no modern machines to work with but 
attempts are being made to obtain the same results by means of local con- 
trivances, as far as possible. 
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9. The GcvenMtnlof Patialaand East Punjab States Union , have informed 
that they are already taking necessary steps to organise a Central Record 
Office for the Covenanting States of that Union at Patiala. 

10* The Chief Commissioner, Delhi , has requested the Secretary, Indian 
Historical Records Commission, to inspect the records of his Administration 
with a view to determine as to which of the records are of historical value. 
So far as the question of establishing a separate Records office for Delhi 
is concerned, he submitted that Delhi being a small province, it is very 
doubtful whether a separate Records Office will be necessary. 

Resolution IV , — Resolved that the Government of India be urged to 
lake suitable steps immediately for the safe custody and proper preservation 
of records lately in possession of the various Indian States. The Director 
of National Archives may be given all necessary facilities for this purpose 
and be requested to submit his report to the Indian Historical Records 
-Commission at an early date. 

The resolution together with extracts from the proceedings of the meeting 
has been forwarded by the Government of India to all the provincial Govern- 
ments, States and Unions of States with the request to take necessary 
steps for the preservation, custody and maintenance of integrity of records 
which were lately in the possession of various States now merged with the 
provinces or have formed into Unions. In cases of larger States (like 
Baroda, Kolhapur, Cochin, etc.) which had well organised records offices 
of their own, it would be desirable that these records offices should be main- 
tained intact, control remaining with the provincial Government or the 
Union Governments as the case may be. 

The Government of East Punjab have informed that steps will be taken 
for the safe custody and preservation of the materials, if any, found in the 
records of the States of Laharu, Pataudi and Dujana which have merged 
into the province of East Punjab. 

Item 6 regarding Madras Regional Records Survey Committee 

An extract from the proceeding of the meeting has been forwarded by 
the Government of India to the Madras Government and the provincial 
Government have been requested that the permanent Regional Records 
Survey Committee set up by Madras should follow the programme laid 
down by the Indian Historical Records Commission for the previous ad hoc 
Committee in its entirety. 

The reply from the Government of Madras is awaited. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE MEEIING OF THE INDIAN HISTORICAL 
RECORDS COMMISSION, TWENTY-SIXTH SESSION 

MEMBERS’ MEETING 
Cuttack, 25th December, 1949 

The twenty-sixth annual meeting of the Indian Historical Records 
Oomni33ion was held at 11-15 a.m. on Sunday, December 25, 1949, at the 
Physics Lecture Theatre of Ravenshaw College, Cuttack. In the absence of 
Hon’ble Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, ex-officio President of the Commission, 
Professor D. V.Potdar was elected to the Chair. A list of members who were 
present is appended with the proceedings of the Public Meeting. 

1. Review of action taken on the Resolutions of the twenty-fifth 
and some previous sessions of the Commission. 

(Please see conspectus). 

The Chairman drew attention to Resolution II of the twenty-fourth 
session and said he had information that the Gandhi Memorial Trust had 
consulted some American experts regarding preservation and microfilming 
■of some of the papers of Mahatma Gandhi. He regretted the fact that the 
Trust instead of consulting experts in India first should have gone to foreign 
■experts. He, however, expressed his satisfaction that eventually the Trust 
had agreed to have the Director of Archives of the Government of TnrHa. on 
■the Committee entrusted with setting up of a Gandhi Museum, a suggestion 
which had been accepted by the Government of India. 

Dr. N. L. Chatterjee referred to Resolution XV of the twenty-fourth 
session and said that no grant had been made to the United Provinces His- 
torical Society for research. He desired that the Government of United 
Provinces be approached in the matter. 

The Chairman inquired if the United Provinces Historical Society had 
asked for a grant from the United Provinces Government for the specific 
purpose of research. 

Sri Parmammd said that the United Provinces Government was probably 
not aware that the Society undertook any specific research work. If they 
Were so informed and a request was made to them, they would perhaps 
consider the matter. 

The Chairman drew attention to Resolution HI of the twenty-fifth session 
and suggested that the Government of India be reminded of the resolution 
and asked to take an early decision. 
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Dr. 8. N. Sen said that besides reminding the Government of India * 
the latter should be asked to obtain specific information regarding the 
dispersal of the Residency records some of which had been destroyed at the 
time of the transfer of power, while the bulk had been transferred to the 
United Kingdom's High Commissioner in India, despite the best efforts 
of the Director of Archives to stop such transfer. The following resolution 
was then passed unanimously : 

Resolution I. — This Commission draws the attention of the Govern- 
ment of India to Resolution III of the twenty-fifth session and further urges 
upon them to get back all Residency records transferred to the custody of 
the High Commissioner of the United Kingdom in India. 

2. Recommendations, if any, of the Research and Publication 
Committee during the Cuttack meeting. 

There being no recommendation of an exceptional nature by the 
Research and Publication Committee, the Commission proceeded to* 
consider the next item on the agenda. 

3. Review of the progress made on the Development Scheme. 

Reports of the action taken on the development schemes of the National 
Archives of India were placed before the twenty- fourth and twenty-fifth 
sessions of the Indian Historical Records Commission held at Jaipur and 
Delhi. A further report is submitted below : — 

The principal recommendations are : — 

(i) Microfilm copies of all unpublished records relating to modern'. 

Indian history not available in this country should be obtained 
and preserved in the Imperial Record Department. 

(ii) All necessary steps should be taken for salvaging privately 
owned manuscripts in India. The central and provincial record 
offices should be legally authorised to take charge of such 
manuscripts when their respective owners are v willing to transfer 
their custody on such terms as may be mutually agreed upon. 
Such owners as may be prepared to provide for the better 
preservation of their manuscripts should be given such technical 
advice and service as they may require. 

(Hi) Unwarranted destruction and export of historical manuscripts 
should be legally prohibited. 

(it?) Microphofcographic copies of all the publications on India 
noc available in this country should be obtained irrespective 
cf the period they deal with and placed in the custody of the* 
Tm-nerial Record Deoartment. 
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{o) All bona fide siuuents should have access to these copies. 

(vi) The Imperial Record Department should supply at a reasonable 
price copies nude out of the microfilms mentioned above to 
Universities, learned societies, public libraries and such persons 
as may apply for them. 

(vii) Early steps should be taken to air-condition the muniment rooms' 
of the Imperial Record Department with a view to securing 
uniformity of temperature and relative humidity. 

( viii ) Vacuum fumigatorium and laminating machines should be* 
installed in the Imperial Record Department at an early date. 

(ix) Imparting instructions in theory and practice of archives keeping 
should be recognised as one of the normal duties of the Imperial 
Record Department. 

(#) Publication programme. 

(xi) Building and Shelves. 

(xii) Storage Equipment (for records). 

(xiii) Accession of records of Government of India not transferred^ 

(a :iv) Map Room. 

(xv) Survey and listing of National Archives of India records. 

(£) and ( iv ) above . — A sum of Rs. 50,000/- has been provided by the 
Government of India for the purchase of microfilm copies of documents 
relating to India from foreign, countries. Contacts have been established 
with several countries in Europe and with the United States of America 
and some of them are willing to co-operate with our scheme. Orders have 
also been placed with some of the foreign institutions for supply of micro- 
film copies of records (Please see conspectus, Research & Publication 
Committee). The work of collecting further information on the subject , 
is being continued despite the fact that the necessary staff asked for this 
purpose has not so far been provided by the Government of India. 

(ii) above. — (a) During 1948-49 and 1949-50 the Government of India?' 
have granted two subventions of Rs. 6,500 each to the ad hoc Regional 
Records Survey Committees in the provinces. The grant for 1949-50 has 
not been disbursed to the Bombay Committee since the Committee has* 
surrendered the entire amount granted to it in 1947-48, its share being, 
equally divided between the Committees in the United Provinces and West 
Bengal who have been doing useful survey work. All the Survey Com** 
mifcteas in the provinces have unearthed valuable manuscripts in the 
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course of their survey work and the documents purchased by them from 
private owners have been transferred to the National Archives of India for 
<eustody. 

(b) The proposal for the compilation of a ‘National Register of 
Records, manuscripts, etc.’, of which mention was made last year/ has 
been deferred by the Government of India till the next financial year, as 
an economy measure. 

(c) As in the previous year the Government of India was approached 
for a grant of Rs. 20,000/- for the purchase of manuscripts. No formal 
sanction has so far been received. 

( d ) The Government grant of Rs. 5,000 for tendering technical services to 
institutions and private persons is being usefully utilised. The Preservation 
Division .of the National Archives of India has repaired some of the 
■records of the East Punjab Record Office, and of the Kashmir Government 
and supplied mierophotographic copies of records to Swedish Embassy and 
to private individuals. The National Archives of India is now engaged in 
microfilming the Gilgit Manuscripts. 

(e) Boohs. — It was the Commission’s view that the National Archives 
of India should build up a library of basic books on modern Indian history 
as well as archive science and connected subjects. A sum of Rs. 10,000 
was granted by the Government of India for this purpose in 1947. But 
owing to all round rise in prices of books very few books could be acquired 
by the National Archives of India library which continues to have 
•considerable gaps. 

(/) Parliamentary Papers. — The plan under which a full collection of 
Parliamentary papers or their microfilm copies was to he acquired by the 
National Archives of India has made some progress. HJVI.’s Stationery 
Office was approached in this behalf who has begun to collect necessary 
materials for microfilming and the Government of India have been requested 

furnish the necessary funds. 

(g) Subvention to Societies . — No grants under this head have been 
sanctioned by the Government. 

(Hi) above. — The question of legislation preventing destruction and 
export of historical manuscripts and documents was discussed at a meet- 
ing between the representatives of the Ministry of Law, Minis try of 
Education and the Director of Archives, Government of India. The 
Constituent Assembly has included in the Union List, any ‘ records’ that 
may be declared by the Parliament by law to be of national importance. 

{v) and (vi) above. — No .comments. 
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(vii) above. — The question is under consideration of the Government 
of India. 

(viii) above. — The installation of the laminating machine and the fumi- 
gatorium is in progress. 

{ix) above. — The Government of India have sanctioned two stipends 
for Rs. 100 p. m. each to deserving students in the National Archives of 
India. 

{x) above. — Please see report in the agenda of the Research and 
Publication Committee. 

Honorarium to Editors. — The Government of India have made a further 
grant of Rs. 7,500/- as the honorarium to the second batch of six Editors 
who are engaged in editing the works under the Publication Programme 
of the National Archives of India, each to be paid a lump sum of Rs. 1,250. 

(xi) above. — It was decided in an inter-depaftmental meeting that 
another wing to the present building comprising 19,000 sq. ft. would be 
built. The blue prints have since been prepared by the Chief Architect, 
Central Public Works Department, in consultation with the Director rff 
Archives and his technical staff. 

The Government of India agreed to the provision of adjustable 
canti-lever shelves in a part of the stack area in the ground floor and 
installation is likely to be undertaken soon. 

(xii) above. — It was recommended by the Commission that the present 
system of keeping records in bundles should be replaced by that of storing 
them in carton boxes. A small grant has been received this year but it 
has not been possible to secure carton boxes through lack of requisite 
materials. 

(xiii) above . — Under the accession programme envisaged in the 
Commission’s recommendation the National Archives of India was to acquire 
the non-current records of all the different agencies of the Government 
of India wherever they may be located including the defunct agencies. 
Under this scheme it has been possible only to acquire the records of the 
Survey of India from 1777 to 1899. The National Archives of India could 
not approach other agencies in this behalf as it had not the requisite 
accommodation. But the records of almost all the defunct agencies of the 
late Political Department have been acquired barring those which through 
the carelessness of the previous administration w r ere transferred to the 
High Commissioner for United Kingdom in India or dispersed among 
several agencies, provincial as well as Central. Attempts are being made to 
collect information regarding these lost and dispersed records- 
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(xiv) above . — The Commission recommended as early as 1945 that the 
Government of India should build up a Central Map repository at the National 
Archives of India. A proposal has since been received from the Survey 
-of India for the transfer to the National Archives of India their entire 
collection of old maps. It has however not been possible to accept the 
transfer so far, as there is no adequate accommodation in the National 
Archives of India building. But the question of accommodation is under the 
consideration of the Government and information is being collected by the 
National Archives of India regarding the best methods of building up an 
sip-to-date Map Room. 

(xv) above . — Under the Commission’s recommendation the National 
Archives of India was to conduct a survey of the whole collection of its 
records and to prepare an inventory with a view to finding lacunae among 
them. No systematic effort in this behalf has been possible to make through 
lack of staff. The surveying and listing of several individual collections 
have however been taken up including the collection known as China Paper, 
Survey of India’s records and the Residency records recently received. 
The first item has been completed and the other items are in progress. 

The Chairman referred to items relating to accommodation in the National 
Archives of India, its staff, provision for buying books for its Library and 
the establishment of a Map Room, and said that all these w r ere very 
important matters and the Government should lose no more time in making 
adequate provision for them. He also thought that the scheme for building 
up a National Register of Records and Manuscripts was a ma;tcr of great 
national importance and its implementation should not be delayed. The 
following resolution was moved by the Chair and passed unanimously: 

Resolution II. — The Commission expresses its satisfaction with tho 
progress made in several branches of the Development Programme of tho 
National Archives of India. It feels at the same time that some of the 
branches have not been attended to adequately, they being provision for 
more accommodation in the National Archives of India, its proper staffing, 
air conditioning of the muniment rooms, developing the Library of the 
National Archives of India, and the establishment of a Map Room. The 
‘Commission feels these are items of pressing importance and should not be 
•delayed further, and it urges upon the Government of India to make 
immediate and adequate provision for the above items. The Commission 
further feels that the compilation of a National Register of Records and 
Manuscripts is a work of great national importance and should be taken 
tip immediately by the Government of India. 
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4. Proposal by Proi. C. S. Srinivasachari on retirement from service 
<of Dr. S. N. Sen, ex-officio Secretary, Indian Historical Records 
Commission. 

It is with feelings of regret that we learn of the retirement on 31st October 
1949 of Dr. S. N. Sen, Director of Archives, Government of India, and 
ex-officio Secretary, Indian Historical Records Commission, after a connection 
which had lasted for over ten years. Dr. Sen during his period of office 
rendered valuable service to the cause of archives, preservation and studies 
in this country. He brought about a radical reorganisation of the structure 
and working of the Indian Historical Records Commission in 1941-42 
with due representation on it from the Provinces, States, and learned 
institutions, and gave it a definite programme of work. It is due largely to 
his efforts that the Commission has been able to implement a programme 
of intensive survey of records and historical manuscripts in the country, 
a first class research laboratory on archival problems and a repair shop for 
'documents have been built up at the National Archives of India, while a 
scheme for getting copies of records and manuscripts and books relating to 
India in foreign repositories has been developed, and several provinces have 
been puisuaded to establish organized record offices of their own and start 
provincial records survey commissions ; while the people have been made 
more archives conscious than before. Dr. Sen was also responsible for 
planning a programme of records publication of which he himself edited 
several volumes. It was again through the efforts of Dr. Sen that the first 
archival journal in the East, THE INDIAN ARCHIVES, came to be 
published from the National Archives of India. 

I, therefore, recommend that the Commission do record its appreciation 
of Dr. Sen’s valuable services and urge that a resolution be passed to this 
effect and communicated to Dr. Sen. I further recommend that the 
Commission request the Government of India (1) to appoint Dr. Sen as an 
additional Expert Member on the Commission, in recognition of his services 
and to enable the Commission to utilise further Dr. Sen’s long experience 
in archival matters and (2) appoint him afresh as the General Editor of the 
Indian Record Series, and Record in Oriental Languages Series, in his 
persona] capacity, and as an honorary adviser to the Local Records 
Sub-Committee. 

Professor C. $. Srinivasachari moved his resolution with a short speech 
in which he reviewed the many services rendered by Dr. Sen to the cause 
•of archives and historical scholarship generally in India and to the Indian 
Historical Records Commission and the National Archives of India in 
particular. In support of the proposal to appoint Dr. Sen afresh as the General 
Editor Professor Srinivasachari referred to such precedents as the appoint- 
ment of Professor Dodwell. He was seconded and supported by Dr. R. C. 
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Majumdar, Professor V. R. Dikshitar, Dr. N. K. Sinha, Mr. J. C. Taluqdar, 
Professor Mohammad Habib, Mr. V. Narayana Pillai, Mr. M. L. Roy 
Chowdhury, Mr. K. R. Venkatarama Ayyar and the Chairman, 

Dr. S. N. Sen replying said that he greatly appreciated the expressions 
of affection from his colleagues on the Commission, but he felt embarrassed 
by the second part of the proposal contained in the resolution, namely, to 
continue him as the General Editor of the publications of the National 
Archives of India. He added that his work which was being appreciated 
by the Commission had been made possible by the unflinching cooperation 
of his colleagues in the National Archives of India and the Ministry of 
Education, particularly Sir John Sargent and Dr. Tara Chand, and he- 
wanted it recorded that most of the tributes paid to him were actually 
tributes to the staff of the National Archives of India. 

The following resolution was then passed with one dissenting voice, 
that of Dr. Sen as noted above : 

Resolution HI. — That the Commission do record its appreciation of 
Dr. S N. Sen’s valuable services and urge that a resolution be passed to this- 
effect and communicated to Dr. Sen. It is further recommended that the 
Commission request the Government of India (i) to appoint Dr. Sen as an 
additional Expert Member on the Commission, in recognition of his services 
and to enable the Commission to utilise further Dr. Sen’s long experience in 
archival matters and (ii) appoint him afresh as the General Editor of 
the Indian Record Series, and Records in Oriental Languages Series, in 
his personal capacity, and as an honorary adviser to the Local Records 
Sub-Committee. 

5. International Council on Archives. 

During the last session of the Indian Historical Records Commission, 
mention was made about a draft constitution prepared by the UNESCO for 
the proposed International Council on Archives. A copy of the constitution* 
as adopted at the Inaugural Meeting of the provisional International 
Council, convened by the UNESCO in June 1948, has been received from 
its Director General. The constitution will be found in Appendix A. The 
members will be glad to know that with the concurrence of the Government 
of India, the Indian Historical Records Commission has become an 
“Associational” member of the International Council on Archives according 
to para. 3 (a) of the constitution and a subscription of £ 50 has been paid 
as the membership fee of the International Council. This will entitle the- 
Commission to receive all publications, services and privileges of the 
Council and to send two delegates to each Congress. The question of the 
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National Archives of India becoming an “ Institutional” member of the- 
Council is under the consideration of the Government of India* The 
President of the International Council on Archives, Dr. Charles Samaran, 
has further honoured the Commission by appointing Dr. S.N. Sen as a member 
of the Admissions Committee of the Council. The appointment which has 
been approved by the Government of India, has been made in Dr. Sen’s 
personal capacity. 

In a letter from Dr. Samaran it is learnt that it has been decided to hold 
the meeting of the International Council on Archives at Paris on 23-26 
August 1950. Those who wish to take part in the Congress are required 
to inform the Secretariat of the International Congress, Direction de3 
Archives de France, 60 rue des Francs — Bourgeois, Paris (3e). The Registra- 
tion fee has been fixed at 1000 French francs to be paid in Paris, students 
for recognised archival schools and archival courses of the Universities 
being admitted on a fee of 300 francs. The last date for registration is 
I February 1950. Registration can be for an individual or in the name- 
of an institution. The following subjects are likely to be discussed at the 
meeting: the control of archives in the process of creation, archives and. 
microphotography, Economical archives (archives of private enterprizes), 
Publication of an international bibliography of guides to archives. All- 
correspondence are to be addressed to Secretariat des Congress International, 
Direction des Archives de France. 

The Commission expressed its satisfaction at the appointment of Dr.- 
9. N. Sen as a member of the Admissions Committee of the International 
Council on Archives. It was unanimously resolved : 

Resolution IV. — That the Secretary, Indian Historical Records Commission, 
be nominated to represent the Commission on the ensuing meeting: 
of the International Council on Archives to be held on August 20 to 23, 
1950, in Paris, and the Government of India be moved to make the necessary- 
financial sanction for the Secretary, Indian Historical Records Commission,, 
to attend the session. 

6. Indian National Commission. 

In January 1949, the Government of India approached the Secretary, 
Indian Historical Records Commission, to nominate a representative of the 
Commission to the proposed Indian National Commission for co-operation- 
with the UNESCO. According to the original report of the Committee set up * 
by the Government of India for the formation of a National Commission, 
the Indian Historical Records Commission was entitled to nominate 
a representative on the Educational Sub-Commission of the National 
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Commission. As the first meeting of the National Commission was convened 
•on the 9-10 April 1949, the Honourable Minister for Education, Government 
-of India, who is the ex-officio President of the Record Commission, nominated 
Dr. S.N. Sen, the Secretary, to represent the Commission in the meeting 
of the Commission, which the Secretary attended. The Executive Board 
of the National Commission in its meeting held in July 1949 has since 
revised the composition of the Commission according to which the Indian 
Historical Records Commission is now grouped together with five other 
learned societies under the Educational Sub-Commission to be represented 
by rotation. The change in the method of representation has been brought 
to the notice of the Government of India and their decision is awaited. 

Dr. Bi&heshwar Prasad said that the revised system of representation on 
the Indian National Commission for cooperation with UNESCO by rotation 
did not give the historical associations and institutions in India an adequate 
representation. He, therefore, suggested that the original system of 
representation should be restored. The following resolution was passed 
unanimously : 

Resolution V. — The Commission recommends to the Gover nm ent of India 
that it should be individually and permanently represented on the Indian 
National Commission for cooperation with UNESCO, instead of taking its 
turn in rotation with several other bodies as at present. 

7. Indian Standards Institution. 

The Indian Standards Institution, which is engaged in preparing Indian 
Standard Specification for abbreviations of titles of periodicals on the line 
of International Standard in this field, circulated a draft list of abbrevia- 
tions to the Secretary, Indian Historical Records Commission and sought 
his opinion on the subject. The Institution also forwarded a copy of the 
proceedings of the fourth meeting of the Documentation Sectional 
‘Committee (Appendix B.) and invited the Indian Historical Records 
Commission to nominate a representative, preferably a resident in Delhi, to 
become a member of the Indian Standards Institution Documentation 
Committee. Members are requested to propose the name of the 
Tepresentative. 

The following resolution was unanimously passed : 

Resolution VI.— Resolved that the Secretary, Indian Historical Record* 
Commission, be nominated as a member of the Indian Standards Institution 
Documentation Committee. 

8. Representation on the Central Advisory Board of Archaeology. 

The term of office of the representative of the Indian Historical Records 
Commission (Dr. S. N. Sen) on the Central Advisory Board of Archaeology 
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expired in February 1948 and the Commission at its twenty-fourth session 
held in Jaipur re-elected Dr. Sen (tide. Resolution VII) for another 
term. In January 1949 the Board has been reconstituted for a period of 
three years with effjcfc from the 3rd February 1948. The revised constitution 
'which includes the name of Dr. S. N. Sen as the nominee of the Indian 
Historical Records Commission, will be found in Appendix C. 

The representative of the Indian Historical Records Commission on the 
'Central Advisory Board of Archaeology may be asked to make the following 
proposal at the next meeting of the Central Advisory Board of Archaeology; 
that a representative of the Department of Archaeology, Government of 
India, may be nominated on each of the Regional Records Survey 
•Committees who will be of assistance for taking over for the Department of 
Archaeology any items of archaeological and antiquarian interest dis- 
covered in the course of the activities of the Regional Records Survey 
Committees which do not fall within the definitions of records and historical 
manuscripts. 

The following resolution was unanimously passed : 

Resolution VII. — Resolved that the representative of the Indian 
Historical Records Commission t on the Central Advisory Board of 
Archaeology may be asked to make the following proposals at the next 
meeting of the Central Advisory Board of Archaeology ; ( i ) that a representa- 
tive of the Department of Archaeology, Government of India may be nomi- 
nated on each of the Regional Records Survey Committees, who will be of 
assistance for taking over for the Department of Archaeology any items of 
archaeological and antiquarian interest discovered in the course of the 
activities of the Regional Records Survey Committees which do not fall 
within the definitions of records and historical manuscripts ; and (z?) 
that the Conveners of each of the provincial Regional Records Survey 
Committees be co-opted on the Central Advisory Board of Archaeology. 

9. Bicentenary Celebration of Austrian State Archives. 

In August 1949 the General Director of Austrian Palace Court and State 
Archives extended an invitation to the Secretary, Indian Historical Records 
Commission, to attend its bicentenary celebrations held at Vienna in 
September of the same year. As it was not possible for the Secretary to 
attend the celebration a message of felicitation was sent by him to the 
General Director together with the publications of the Indian Historical 
Records Commission. 


For information only. 
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10. Conservation oi Records under Unified Central Control. 

The question of conservation of all the historical records as distinguished 
from current importance under a unified control, it may be recalled, was 
originally sponsored by the Indian Historical Records Commission at its 
twenty-third session in 1946 and the Commission recommended (Resolution 
IV) that this might be examined by a Sub-Committee. A Sub-Committee 
appointed by the Government of India met in July 1948 and its findings which 
were placed before the Research and Publication Committee at its twelfth, 
meeting held thereafter, were endorsed by that Committee. The minutes 
of the Sub-Committee and the resolution of the Research and Publication 
Committee on it will be found in the Indian Historical Records Commission* 
Proceedings Volume XXV. Part I. The original resolution together with the 
minutes of the Sub-Committee were circulated by the Government of India 
to all the provincial Governments and the States for their opinion. Replies- 
have been received from all the provinces, except West Bengal and from 
a number of States (Please see conspectus) from which it will appear that 
excepting a few provinces (C. P. and Berar, Delhi, Ajmer-Merwara and* 
Coorg), none is in favour of the general principle underlying the resolution 
though almost all of them are agreeable to the proposal of inspection of their 
records by the Director of Archives, Government of India. Opinions of the 
States (some of them have since merged with the provinces or have formed 
into Unions) on the subject are however divided, though some of them have 
accepted the main proposal. Prom the nature of the reply received from the 
provinces and States it appears that the real conception of the Resolution 
has not been properly understood by most of the provincial and State 
Governments. By unified central control the Commission never aimed at 
physical transfer of records from the provinces or states or their physical 
amalgamation with central records at New Delhi but adoption of a uniform 
policy in housing, maintenance and preservation of those records and 
making them available to research scholars under a unified central control.. 
To make this effective the following alternative suggestions have been 
made : — 


(i) Establishment of an All-India Archive Council and placing ah' 
archives in India under its jurisdiction. This will necessitate enactment 
of an archival law defining “ archives The functions of the Central 
Archival Authority will be to arrange for archival buildings in the provinces, 
etc., their equipment and staff, regular transfer of records from the opera- 
ting agencies to the archives, to lay down rules and regulations for the 
administration and servicing of the records and to apply them to the 
provincial and State archives. 
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(ii) Sams as (i), the expenses in this connection being shared between 
the Centre and the provinces or States on the ground that the records would 
he maintained mainly for the benefit of the provincial administration and 
-scholarship. 

(Hi) Establishment of an Archive Council as in ( i ) above, which will 
•lay down the archival procedure of the country which would be binding 
upon the provinces and States. The archival policy laid down by the Centre 
would be executed by the provinces and States, the Central authority only 
exercising the right of inspection. 

As stated before [vide item 3 (in)] the members would be glad to know that 
the Constituent Assembly has included “ records ss under entry' No. 60 of 

the VII Schedule of the Union List of the Draft Constitution, which reads 
as follows : — 

a Ancient and Historical Monuments and Records declared by 
Parliament by law to be of national importance. ” 

The Chairman expressed the opinion that an archival legislation 
establishing a Central Archival Authority and defining archives and functions 
of the Central Archival Authority was immediately needed. In his view 
the third alternative given above was the most practical approach 
towards ensuring the conservation of all historical records in the country. 

Dr. Bi&heshoar Prasad said that this was a very important matter and 
required careful consideration. He suggested the appointment of a 
'Committee to consider the matter. 

The Chairman thought that the procedure suggested by Dr, Prasad would 
unduly delay things and the Commission should straightaway make its 
recommendations to the Government of India. 

Dr. R. (7. Majumdar agreed with the "Chairman and added that it was 
■necessary to find out the attitude of the Government before going into 
minute details. 

The following resolution was proposed by the Chair and passed 
unanimously : 

Resolution VIII. — This Commission recommends that a Central 
Archival Authority be established by law charged with laying down the 
archival procedure in the country at the Centre as well as in the provinces 
.and the States, the Central Authority being further authorised to exercise 
the right of inspection in order to see that the procedure laid down by 
it is carried out satisfactorily. The law should also define <c archives 



The Commission then elected a Committee consisting of the persons 
mentioned below which was to meet and go into the details of the matter 
if the above resolution was accepted by the Government of India. 


Dr. S. K Sen 
Dr. R. C. Majumdar 
Professor D. V. Potdar 
Professor 0 . S. Srinivasachari 


Professor Mohammad Habi b* 
Dr. P. M. Joshi 
and the Secretary, I. EL 
R.C. (to act as Secretary). 


11. Organizing the archive of Universities and Colleges and learned 

Institutions in India. 

The Universities, most Colleges and learned institutions in India possess 
material amorg their official records which are extremely valuable for the 
study of cultural history of the country. Research among their archives 
has produced such a work in India as The History cf Hoogly College by 
K. Zachariah. Universities and Colleges in other countries have in many 
instances organized their archives for this paiticular purpose — instances of 
the Universities of Harvard, Yale and Minnesota in the U. S. A. and the 
University of Oxford in Great Britain may be cited. Universities, Colleges* 
and learned institutions in India may also be suggested to take up immediate- 
ly the organization of their archives. 

The following resolution was passed : 

Resolution IX. — The commission recommends that the suggestion above- 
may be forwarded to all provincial Governments, States Unions, etc. 
requesting them to forward it to all Universities, and learned and scientific 
institutions started before 1900 within their areas. 

12. Inclusion of research among University and College archives as 

part of their post-graduate history curriculum. 

Normally post-graduate study of history in our Universities and Colleges* 
is based on secondary sources. In order to make the study of history 
realistic and more effective, it is essential that students should be 
encouraged in fairly early stages to handle original documentary material. 
This purpose will perhaps be best served if a paper on the study and 
criticism of unpublished documents be instituted in History Schools as part 
of the post-graduate examination. The University and College archives will 
provide them such materials near at hand. 

Dr, N , K. Sinha said tha t the materials in the Universities were normally 
very scanty. 
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Dr. Bishesfttcar Prasad expressed tl e opinion that undoubtedly! 
research among original records should be encouraged among the students, 
but the suggestion made above was quite irrelevant because in the first 
place the material provided by any University archives would not be 
adequate for producing a good thesis, and secondly because no University 
in India was old enough to have any archives. 

The Secretary pointed out that there seemed a misunderstanding of the 
intention of the proposal. It was not suggested that first class Ph.D. thesis 
were to be produced based on materials in a University archives, but that 
the latter could provide materials to M.A. students in History to make a 
first hand study of archival material with a view to giving them practice of 
handling, studying and appraising unpublished documents. Secondly, it was 
not correct to say that in India no University was old enough to have 
archives because any organised institution which produced documents in the 
transaction of its official business automatically created archives even 
though it was only few days old. 

The following resolution was then unanimously passed : 

Resolution X. — The Commission recommends that the curriculum for* 
the Master’s Degree in History and Commerce in Indian Universities should 
include the handling of archives and the study and criticism of unpublished 
documents with a view to giving the students early training and practice in* 
original reseaich. 

13, Date and place of 1950 and 1951 Sessions. 

No invitation has so far been received by the Indian Historical Records* 
Commission for its meetings of the next two years. 

The Secretary informed the Commission that a formal invitation has* 
been received from the University of Nagpur to hold the Twenty-seventh 
session of the Commission at Nagpur in 1950. 

The invitation was gratefully accepted by the Commission. 

The meeting concluded with a vote of thanks to the Chair proposed by 
Professor C. S. Srinivasachari who also thanked the Orissa Government, 
particularly the Premier of Orissa, and the Utkal University for inviting the 
Commission at Cuttack and extending generous hospitality to the members, 
and the Local Officers and Volunteers for their excellent arrangements and 
service. 

Dr. R. C. Majumdar seconded it. 

14. List of Papers laid on the table — 

{%) Minute of the fourteenth meeting of the Research and 
Publication Committee held at New Delhi in May 1949 ; 
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(ii) Annual Reports of the — 

(а) National Archives of India (1948) 

(б) Coorg (1948) 

(Hi) Reports of research 'work reoeived from the folio wing members : — 

(1) N. L. Ohatterjee, (2) A. H. Nizami, (3) R. V. Poduval, (4) P. M. 
Jo3hi, (5) A. 0. Banerjee, (6) L. P. Pandeya, (7) K. K. Datta. 

;(iw) UNO’s International Declaration of Human Rights. 
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CONSPECTUS OF ACTION TAKEN 
Indian Historical Records Commission 
Twenty-third Meeting , Indore , December 1946 

Resolution IV . — This Commission recommends that a Committee consisting 
•of (1) Dr. R. C. Majumdar, (2) Mahamahopudhyaya D. V. Potdar, (3) Dr. I. H. 
Q iresM, (4) Professor K. A. Nilakanta Sistri, ( 6 ) M ah amaho p adhy aya Pandit 
B.N. Reu, (6) Dr. K. N. V. Sastri and (7) Dr. S. N. Sen be appointed to consider 
and recommend to the Government of India the steps to be taken to conserve 
all the records of historic as distinguished from current importance which are 
in charge of various provincial Governments and States. This Committee is 
authorised to mike recommendations to the Government of India direct with 
authority of this Commission should the Committee deem it desirable. 

The Government of India have circulated the Resolution to the various 
Governments for expression of their views on the subject. The replies of the 
different Governments are as follows : — 

The Chief Commissioner , Coorg, has informed that the Administration 
has no objection to the assumption by the Central Government of the general 
control over all the historical records of the Province as this will not mean 
the transfer of these records from Coorg. The records could also be inspected 
by the Director of Archives, Government of India for the purpose mentioned 
in the resolution. The expenses in this connexion should be met by the 
Central Government in full. 

The Jaisalmere State (late) have accepted the Resolution. 

The United State of Rajasthan (former) have accepted the recommendation. 
They suggest that the Rajasthan Union should be given due representation 
in the Sub-Committee appointed by the Government of India to consider the 
question of unified control of all Historical Records. 

The Government of United Provinces have informed that they do not favour 
the assumption by the Central Government of the general control over all 
the historical records of the provincial Governments. They have already 
decided to set up a Central Records Office at Allahabad and steps are being 
taken to appoint * (* A Keeper of the Records has since been appointed) 
a Keeper of the Records, who when appointed, will survey all public records 
of the Province and arrange for the removal of the records of historical 
importance to the Central Records Office at Allahabad. Research scholars 
will be provided necessary facilities to carry on research work at the Central 
Records Office. 

The ' Government of Jaipur (late) have informed that the, historical records 
of the Jaipur Government are well preserved and have been inspected by „ 
Dr. S. N. Sen, Director of Imperial Records, Government of India and by Sir 
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Jada Nath Sarkar and other scholars. The J aipnr Government are prepared to 
afford facilities to the Director of Archives, Government of India, to inspect 
them again and to mike suggestions regarding their preservation. The Jaipur 
Government are considering the question of the accessibility of the historical 1 
records to research scholars and also that of the publication of these records. 
Scholars like Sir Jadu Nath Sarkar have conducted research among them and 
similar facilities will always be given to scholars and research students. The 
State Government are of opinion that the proposal for the assumption by the 
Central Government of the general control over the historical records of the 
Jaipur Government would not be of any advantage. 

The Government of East Punjab have informed that the provincial Govern- 
ment have got their own Record Office which is under the control of a Class I 
officer of long experience. The officer has been a perm meat member of the 
Indian Historical Records Commission for the last llfyears and his staff has 
been recently strengthened by the appointment of two qualified and trained 
Technical Assistants. The office is catering to the objects of the resolution 
and therefore it is considered that the establishment of central ] control in the 
case of this province would not only not serve any useful purpose but might 
mean a wasteful duplication of the efforts already being made by the Govern- 
ment. There is, however, good j ustification for Government of India assuming 
general control over all historical records in provinces which have no 
organised Records Offices of their own. 

The Chief Commissioner, Himachal Pradesh, has informed that as arrange- 
ments are being made by the Administration for the centralisation and pre- 
servation of Historical records of the States and Estates which have merged 
in the Himachal Pradesh, there is no need for the Government of India to 
assume control over these records. For the development of this new province, 
it is essential that such records should, at least in the early stages, remain at 
the headquarters of this Administration for study and reference purposes. 

The Government of Orissa have informed that they have already set up 
the Kalinga Historical Research Society which has been entrusted with the 
centralisation, collection and preservation of all Historical records. They are 
accordingly of opinion that the general control need not be taken over by the 
Government of India. The Director of Archives may, however, inspect these- 
records and give his suggestions for their proper preservation. The Kalinga 
Historical Research Society will afford adequate facilities for making these* 
records accessible to research scholars. 

The Chief Commissioner, Delhi, has informed that the Administration has 
no objection, to the proposal. As regards the old records the Administration 
request the Historical Records Commission to determine by inspection of 
the records, as to which of these possess historical value. The records may 
be inspected as early as possible. 
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The Government of Central Provinces and Berar have accented the pro- 
posal. 

The Tehri Garhwal Darbar (1 i»te) have intimated that there is no historical 
record of importance in the State and that they will give every possible faci- 
lity to the research scholars whenever they come to the State. 

The Chief Commissioner, Aj me r- M envara , has informed that the adminis- 
tration accept the recommendation. 

The Government of Patiala and East Punjab States Union have informed 
that they realise the importance of historical records and have already 
taken every possible step to preserve such records and to prevent any loss 
or damage to them and arrangement is under way for concentrating 
the records of component States at one place for due care and preservation. 
There is, therefore, no need for the Central Government assuming general 
control over the historical records of this Union. 

The Government of Bombay have informed that as the records in a province 
are in the main of interest to that province alone, and as the records of all- 
India importance in the province are not so many as to justify the transfer 
of all records to Central control the Government of Bombay are not in favour 
of the proposal. 

The Baroda Government (late) have informed that they generally agree 
with the proposal. As regards the assumption of control by the Central 
Government, the State Government suggest that in view of the State’s merger 
with the Bombay Presidency, it would be better if the matter is taken up 
with the provincial Government. 

Th e Government of Cochin (late) have informed that the grounds given in 
the resolution for recommending assumption of general control are that proper 
arrangements have not yet been made in certain provinces and States for the 
centralisation and preservation of historical records and for making them 
accessible to scholars and that the creation of new provinces and the merger of 
the States into Union is likely to lead to the damage, destruction and disposal 
of these records. A Central Records Office has been in existence in the 
State from very early times and all valuable documents are preserved there 
under proper custody. Facilities for research are also provided to scholars 
subject to certain rules as in other places. The grounds on which the resolu- 
tion is based are not therefore applicable to this State. The Government may 
however be informed as to how the Central Government propose to exercise 
this control. 

Note. — The Govt, of India through whom the communication was received was 
requested to invite the attention of the Cochin Govt, to Resolution II of the 12th 
meeting of the R and P Committee. 
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The Bamras State, have no records of any historical importance. The 
State will, however, have no objection to the assumption by the Government 
of India of control over all historical records of the State. 

The Government of West Bengal have inquired as to the precise nature and 
extent of the proposed general control of historical records preserved in the 
provincial archives. 

Secretary’s remarks. — The scope of the resolution was fully explained by 
the Government of India to the West Bengal Government but no reply has 
been received so far. 

The Government of Madras have informed that they agree with the views 
expressed by the Curator, Madras Records Office, that in Madras the assump 
tion of control over these archives by the Central authorities by general 
legislation is neither called for nor desirable. 

Summary of Opinion of the Curator , Madras Records Office : 

It is only where the Provincial Government have not administered 
their property well, where they have not done anything to centralise, 
preserve and throw open for research their archives, that the Go /eminent of 
India will be justified in assuming some control over them, if need be, by 
legislation. But in that case the legislation cannot be general ; it can only 
be an enabling legislation making it possible for the Central Government to 
interfere where necessary. Where 3 however, as in Madras, the Povincial 
Government have organised a Central Record Office on the most- up-to-date 
lines, where everything has been done to centralise, preserve and throw open 
for research their archives, the assumption of control over these archives by 
the Central authorities by a general legislation is neither called for nor 
desirable. . 

Resolution VL— This Commission considers that the time is opportune 
for establishing cultural relations with foreign countries and recommends that 
the respective Governments in France, United States of America, China, 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republic, Australia, South Africa, Nepal, Ceylon, 
Iran and Afghanistan be approached to co-operate with the activities of the 
Indian Historical Records Commission by nominating Corresponding mem- 
bers. 

In addition to what has been reported in the Indian Historical Records 
Commission Proceedings Volume XXV, Part I, six persons from China, 
three from Australia, two from Pakistan and one from Iran have been 
appointed as Corresponding members of the Indian Historical Records 
Commission. 

Resolution VII . — (a) This Commission has carefully examined the rules 
framed by the Local Records Sub-Committee and approved by the Govern- 
ment of India for weeding their records and are of opinion that the addenda 
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to rules suggested in the Agenda should be embodied in the set of rules and 
be adopted by the Central Government, His Excellency the. Crown 
Representative (in Centre and Residencies), provincial Governments and 
Indian States. 

(b) The Commission further recommends that the present time is in- 
opportune for weeding of records in the Government and State agencies and 
therefore strongly urges upon the authorities concerned that no weeding of 
any records should be undertaken till a definite legislation is passed on the 
future constitution of this country. 

The Government of Bihar have informed that they accept the suggestions 
made in the Resolution. Necessary instructions have been issued to the local 
officers to act up to the Resolution while weeding out the records. 

Twenty-fourth meeting , Jaipur, February, 1948. 

Resolution II . — This Commission approves the recommendations of the 
Research and Publication Committee and commends them to the Govern- 
ment of India with the following proviso added to Resolution No. XII on the 
subject of Mahatma Gandhi’s manuscripts. 

“(In case this resolution is not found feasible the Director of Archives 
should be associated with the supervision of the preservation 
measures). 5 ’ s 

The Government of India forwarded the recommendation to the Gandhi 
National Memorial Trust and its decision is noted below : 

The Gandhi National Memorial Trust has decided to establish a Gandhi 
Central Museum where it is proposed to preserve all the original writings of 
Mahatma Gandhi, his voice recordings, records relating to him and his 
institutions, etc. It is proposed to make this collection as exhaustive as 
possible. This Museum will be almost as good as a semi-governmental 
institution. The Trust will be glad to secure the assistance of the Director of 
Archives, who may be invited to work on in the Committee set up for the 
purpose. The Indian Historical Records Commission also may be invited to 
associate itself with this work. 

One thing, however, must be noted here. Mahatma Gandhi, by his will, 
has left the legacy of all his property — books, writings, etc. to the Navajivan 
Trust of Ahmedabad. But this need not present any difficulty. The HonTle 
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel who is the Vice-Chairman of the Gandhi National 
Memorial Trust is also the Chairman of the Navajivan Trust and be is at the 
same time the Deputy Prime Minister of the Government of India. The 
three agencies, therefore, can easily co-operate under his direction. 

The Government of India are in general agreement with the views of the 
Trust and have no objection to the Director of Archives, Government of 
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India, serving on the Mahatma Gandhi Memorial Committed and his render- 
ing such assistance as may be required of him from time to time in this 
regard. 

Resolution AT —This Commission recommends the provincial Governments 
in the Dominion of India to give adequate grants to historical research 
institutions in their provinces expressly for the preservation of the collec- 
tions of manuscripts and historical documents in their possession. 

The Government of United Provinces have informed that they have already 
sanctioned adequate grants to three Oriental institutions (viz., Nagri 
Pracharani Sabha, Sanskrit College and Chaukhambba Sanskrit Series, 
Banaras) and one historical research institute (viz., U. P. Historical Society, 
Lucknow) for the preservation and collection of manuscripts during 1949-50. 
They are however prepared to consider the cases of any other similar 
deserving institution as and when such a request is made to them. 

The Government of East Punjab have informed that.they are maintaining 
and building up a Historical Record Office and are bearing the expenses on 
survey of historical records and also are engaged in doing everything to fulfil 
the purpose underlying the Resolution. 

Twenty-fifth meeting, Delhi , December 1948. 

Resolution. /. — This Commission strongly recommends that the Government 
of India should arrange immediately for— {i) taking over control and 
management of (a) the Mackenzie manuscripts, (b) Dutch end Danish 
records, and (c) Tanjore Raj records and concentrate them at one specified 
place each in Madras, Tanj ore and Calcutta for the present; 

(ii) preservation of these records according to the methods adopted in the 
National Archives of India ; 

(iii) indexing, cataloguing and publishing of suitable materials by whole- 
time employment of qualified staff ; 

(iv) inspection of these records by the Director, National Archives of 
India, and preparation by him of a comprehensive sche m e of work on the 
lines indicated above ; and 

(v) providing such funds as would be necessary to work out the plan as 
envisaged. 

This Commission further recommends that the Director of Archives should 
report the progress of work annually to the Indian Historical Records Com- 
mission and that the question of permanent location of these records be 
considered at a future date. 

The Government of India have permitted the Director of Archives, Govern- 



personally the Mackenzie manuscripts, Tanjore Raj records, the Dutch and 
Danish records in the custody of the respective provincial governments with 
a view to making recommendations to the Government as to what should be 
4one about the proper storage and utilisation of these records. 

Resolution II. — The Commission recommends that the Government of 
India take steps for the preparation of a catalogue of portraits and paintings 
of historical interest to India in the possession of private individuals, insti- 
tutions and various Government institutions in India and abroad and distri- 
bute them widely in this country. 

The Government of India have noted the resolution and would do what- 
ever is possible in the matter to the extent that financial and other 
conditions permit. 

Resolution III. — Resolved that steps be taken for the listing, cataloguing 
and indexing of the records transferred to the Government of India from the 
British Residencies which functioned in the Indian States till the 15th 
August 1947, the day of the declaration of Indian Independence. 

The decision of the Government of India is awaited. 

Item l op the Proceedingstregarding representation of India on the[Internatioml 

Council on Archives. 

The Government of India inform that the proposal to send an Indian 
del egation to the forthcoming International Council on Archives scheduled 
to be held in 1950 will be considered in due course. 



APPENDIX A 


CONSTITUTION OF THE INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL ON 

ARCHIVES 

As adopted at the Inaugural Meeting of the Provisional Council convened by 
UNESCO, 9 to 11 June 1948 

Unesco/Leba/Arc/2. (Rev. 2) 5 Pars, January 1949 


Name 

1. The name of this organization shall be the International Council on 
Archives. 


General Purposes 

2. The general purposes of the International Council on Archives shall 
be as follows : 

(а) To hold periodically an International Congress of Archivists. 

(б) To establish, maintain, and strengthen relations among archivists 

of all lands, and among all professional and other agencies or 
institutions concerned with the custody, organization or 
administration of archives, public or private, wheresoever 
located* 

(c) To promote all possible measures for the preservation, protection 

and defence against all hazards of the archival heritage of man- 
kind and to advance all aspects of the professional administra- 
tion of archives by providing greater opportunities for the ex- 
change of all ideas and information on problems concerning 
archives. 

(d) To facilitate the use of archives and their more effective and 

impartial study by making their contents more widely known, 
making reproductions more readily available, and encouraging 
greater freedom of access. 

(e) To promote, organize and co-ordinate all desirable international 

activities in the field of archival administration. 

(f) To co-operate with all organizations concerned with the documented 

tion of human experience and the use of that documentation 
for the benefit of mankind. 
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Membership and Representation 

3. The following shall be the categories of membership : 

(a) National or regional' archival associations, i.e. associations of institu- 
tions or persons interested professionally or otherwise in any 
aspect of the co?i$ervation or availability of archives . 

Such Associations shall become full members on application and 
after acceptance by the Executive Board and payment of the 
established dues. They shall be entitled to receive all publica- 
tions, services and privileges of the Council and to send two 
delegates each, officially accredited, to each Congress. 

Associational membership on the Council from any one nation 
shall be limited to a single association, except that the Executive 
Board may admit to such membership international regional 
associations notwithstanding the fact that they include within 
their membership members of national associations already 
represented separately on the Council. Where there are several 
archival Associations in any country, it shall be the 
responsibility of the Associations in question tc e stablisb a 
joint committee or other machinery to co-ordinate their activity 
vis-a-vis the Council. The total voting representation of any 
country at a Congress shall be limited to three. In countries 
where there is a National Association, that Association shall ap- 
point two voting delegates and the National Archives or nation- 
al archival agency shall appoint one voting delegate. In count- 
ries where there is no National Association, the National Arch- 
ives or national archival agency shall delegate three voting 
members representing as fairly as possible the several archival 
interests in that country. 

(b) Institutional and Individual Membership. 

(1) Archival institutions, i.e. bodies charged with the care of archives of 

any hind, whether public, semi-public private or ecclesiastical . 

Such institutions on application, and after acceptance by the 
Executive Board, and payment of the appropriate dues shall 
become institutional members, shall be entitled to send represen- 
tatives to the Congress and the Constituent Assembly, without 
voting powers, and shall receive all publications and services 
of the Council, 

(2) Individuals who are professional archivists. 

Such individuals, whether currently engaged in archival, work or not 
upon application and after acceptance by the Executive Board, 
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and payment of the appropriate dues, shall become Individual 
Members, and shall be entitled to receive all publications, to hold 
office, and to be present at meetings of the Constituent Assembly 
but shall have a voice in meetings of that body only to the extent 
~ set forth in Section 13. 

(c) Honorary Membership. 

Individual members distinguished for eminent service to the archival 
profession may be elected by the Constituent Assembly to 
honorary membership, and shall be entitled to receive all 
publications to hold office and to participate actively in meetings 
of the Constituent Assembly, and shall for all years subsequent 
to their election be exempt from the payment of dues, provided, 
however that at any meeting of the Constituent Assembly no 
more than one honorary member shall be elected for each year 
that has passed since the last meeting. 

4. Admission standards for all classes of membership shall be establish • 
ed and altered by the Constituent Assembly unless it should vote to delegate 

'this function to the Executive Board, hereinafter defined. Three member* 
of the Executive Board to be appointed by the President, shall constitute 
'a Committee on Admissions. This Committee shall review all application 
for membership in the light of the established standards and make a 
recommendation to the Executive Board, favourable or unfavourable, on 
each applicant. Election to membership shall be' by a majority vote 
of the Executive Board. 

5. Any member, associational, institutional, or individual, may withdraw 
from membership if all dues have, been paid, including those for the year in 
which the application to withdraw is submitted. 

Dues 

6. Dues shall be established for each class of membership by the 
Constituent Assembly at its regular business meeting at each Congress, and 
shall continue in effect until the regular business meeting at the next suc- 
ceeding Congress, provided , however, that if the Constituent Assembly should 
fail to take action at any Congress, the dues shall remain unchanged, and 
provided further, that in assessing and collecting dues allowance shall be made 
for the equalization of values in the currencies of the different nations. 

7. All dues shall be for a calendar year and shall be payable on or 
before 1 April of the year. 

8. Membership shall cease automatically in the case of assoetational or 
institutional members at the end of a Second year without payment of dues 
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and in the case of individual members at the end of one year without pay- 
ment of dues, provided, however, that notice of arrearage shall have been 
sent at least three months before the date when membership will lapse, and 
provided , also that the member shall be automatically restored to member- 
ship upon payment of such dues as were payable at the time when member - 
.ship lapsed. 

International Congress of Archivists 

9. At least one every five years, at such time and place as the 
Executive Board shall determine, there shall be convened an International 
Congress. At least one year’s notice of the intended time and place of this 
meeting shall be given to all members. If for any reason, it should be 
necessary to postpone the meeting, it shall be held as soon thereafter as may 
be deemed feasible by the Executive Board, and notice shall be given as early 
as possible of any such postponement or change in date or place. 

10. The International Congress shall include (a) meetings of the 
Constituent Assembly, (b) meetings of the Executive Board, (c) meetings of 
•Committees of the Council, and (d) a programme of professional conferences* 
papers, discussions and exhibitions, which so far as the Programme 
Committee considers desirable, shall be open to non-members and guests 
who may wish to attend. 

The Constituent Assembly 

1 1 . The authoritative body of the International Council of Archives shall 
be the Constituent Assembly, the membership of which shall be composed 
of (a) the officers of the Council and members of its Executive Board, (b) 
honorary members of the Council, and (c) the delegates appointed by associ > 
tional and institutional members of the Council. The appointed delegates 
need not be individual members of the Council but must be members of the 
'association, or staff members of the institution, which they are to represent*. 
They shall be appointed for a specific International Congress, but unless 
replaced, shall be considered members of the Constituent Assembly until the 
meeting of the next succeeding International Congress. 

12. Asa part of each Congress there shall be held a meeting of the 
Constituent Assembly to be known as the regular business meeting to elect 
officers and consider other business relating to the government and activities 
-of the Council. The Constituent Assembly may upon its own vote or upon the 
call of the President of the International Council on Archives hold additional 
meetings as a part of any such Congress or between Congresses, provided, how- 
ever, that a meeting called by the President between Congresses shall be called 
only after approval by two-thirds of the members of the Executive Board. 
Por meetings of the Constituent Assembly, between Congresses, whether held 
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by vote of the Assembly or call of the President, an agenda shall be prepared 
and distributed to all members at least two months in advance of the date 
of the meeting, and no action taken on matters , not on the agenda shall be 
considered binding upon the member 5 of the Council. 

13. Individual members of the Council may attend all meetings of the 
Constituent Assembly but, except as accredited delegates or officers of the 
Council or members of its Board of Directors, shall take no active part in 
the proceedings, 'provided,, however, that the presiding c fficer may pric r to a 
meetirg invite an individual member to speak upon a specific subject, and shall 
announce to the Assembly that he is speaking upon that subject by invita- 
tion, and’ provided also that any individual member shall be free to present in 
writing through the Secretary- General any communication or petition to the 
.Constituent Assembly, including a petition to have any subject or subjects 
placed upon the agenda, and all such communications or petitions that are 
received by the Secretary-General at least a week prior to the meeting of the 
Constituent Assembly shall be reported to that body by the presiding 
officer, together with a statement of the disposition made of each of them so 
that the Assembly may at its pleasure take other action with regard to 
them if it wishes to do so. 

14. At every Congress, after the regular business meeting, the Council 
shall pass to the consideration of such questions of professional interest, as 
shall have been placed on the agenda by action of its officers, who shall 
consider to this end any proposals submilted to them by members, or 
following a vote of the Constituent Assembly at any previous meetirg* 
Any action taken in this part of the Session shall be by resolu ion only, such 
resolutions to have force as an 'expression of international professional opi] ion 
but not to be otherwise binding upon the membership. 

The Executive Board 

15. Between meetings of the Constituent Assembly the government of the 
Council and the management of its affairs, except as otherwise provided in 
this Constitution or determined by the Constituent Assembly, shall be vested 
in an Executive Board composed of the three elected officers, ten additional 
members elected by the Constituent Assembly from among the persons who 
have served as delegates from associations! or institutional members or are 
individual or honorary members of the Council, and the Secretary-General 
and the Treasurer who shall be ex-officio members. Of the ten members not 
officers of the Council, five shall be elected at the regular business meeting at 
each Oongress and each shall serve until his successor is elected at the regular 
business meeting at the second Congress to be held after his election, except 
that at the organizing Congress the full ten members shall be elected and 
five of them to be determined by lot after the election, shall servo only until 
their successors are elected at the following Oongress. No two of the ten 
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elected members of the Executive Board shall be from the same country. 
The Executive Board may by co-optation fill any vacancy occurring in its 
body, the Board member so chosen to serve only for the unexpired term of 
the member whom he is chosen to succeed. Board members shall not be 
eligible to immediate re-election. 

16. The Executive Board shall meet upon call of the President at least 
twice during every Congress, once before and once after the regular business 
meeting of the Constituent Assembly, and at least once in each of the full 
years between Congresses. The President may call additional meetings at any 
time and additional meetings must be held if requested by five or more of 
the Board members. Any Board member may appoint a proxy to act in 
his place. 

Officers of the Council 

17. The elected officers of the Council, not two of whom shall be from the 
same country, shall consist of a President and two Vice-Presidents, one from 
the Eastern Hemisphere and one from the Western Hemisphere. They 
shall be elected by the Constituent Assembly at its regular business meeting 
at each Congress from among the persons who have served as delegates 
from associational or institutional members or who are individual or 
honorary members of the Council and shall serve until their successors are 
elected at the next regular business meeting of the Constituent Assembly. 
They shall not be eligible for immediate re-election. 

IS. The President shall preside at all meetings of the Constituent 
Assembly and of the Executive Board, and shall perform such other duties 
as may be directed by the Constituent Assembly or Executive Board. Should 
the President be absent or incapacitated at any meeting, the Vice-President 
from the hemisphere opposite that represented by the President shall 
preside, and, if he is absent or incapacitated, the Vice-President from the 
same hemisphere shall preside. 

19* Should the office of President become vacant, the Vice-President 
from the hemisphere opposite that represented by the President shall 
assume that office and its duties and hold them for the remainder of the 
term. 

20. The Secretary-General and the Treasurer shall be chosen by the 
Executive Board at its first meeting following a meeting of the Constituent 
Assembly at which new officers and Board members are elected, and they 
shall serve until their successors are chosen at the next such Board meeting’ 
at the next Congress of Archivists. They shall be eligible for re-election. 

21. The Secretary-General shall keep the minutes of the Constituent 
Assembly and the Executive Board, conduct the formal correspondence of the 



Council, maintain the membership rolls, facilitate the work of committees^ 
present such reports of the Council as the Executive Board may request, and 
perform such other duties as may be required by action or direction of the 
Constituent Assembly or the Executive Board. He shall maintain, in a 
location approved by the Executive Board, an office, which shall be the 
Central Office of the International Council on Archives. He may receive 
compensation in an amount to be designated by the Executive Board, and 
may employ assistance to the extent approved by the Executive Board. 

22. The Treasurer shall have the custody of all funds belonging to the 
Council and shall pay them out only on the presentation of bills certified by 
the Secretary -General. He may be required by the Executive Board to give 
bond iu such sum as the Board may request for the faithful performance of his. 
trust. He shall keep an account of all receipts and all payments and the 
balances in all funds and shall report thereon to the Executive Board 
whenever required. He shall report also to the Constituent Assembly at its 
regular business meeting at each Congress and at any business meeting 
which the Assembly may hold between Congresses. 

Committees 

23. The President, the Secrotary-General, and the Treasurer shall* 
constitute a finance committee which shall prepare an annual budget for 
submission to the Executive Board. They shall also make recommendations 
with respect to investments, which recommendations must be approved by 
the Executive Board before such arrangements can be made. 

24. There shall be a nominating committee of five members, each from 
a different country and with not more than three from the same 
hemisphere, appointed by the President at least a year in advance of the 
meeting of each Congress. One member, who shall serve as Chairman, shall 
be appointed from among the five members of the Executive Board who were 
elected at the last regular business meeting of the Constituent Assembly. No 
one of the other four shall be also a member of the Executive Board- The 
nominating Committee shall make nominations for the three officers and five 
members to bo elected. Notice of these nominations shall be sent to all 
members of the Council at least four months in advance of the meeting of a 
Congress. Nominations by petition must be submitted to the Secretary- 
General at least three weeks before the meeting and signed by at least 
fifteen members from two or more countries, If any such nominations are 
received, elections will be by written ballot. 

25. There shall be appointed by the President as early as possible after 
&aeh Congress a Committee on Programme to plan for the next one, and, as. 
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soon the meeting place of the next Congress is fixed, [the ^President shall 
appoint also a Committee on Local Arrangements, [the [Chairman of which. 
Committee shall be from the host country* 

26. Additional business Committees of temporary character may be 
created by the President upon his own initiative or by resolution of the 
Executive Board. Their members shall be appointed by the President, who* 
shall also designate their Chairman who shall be responsible to, and report 
to /the Executive Board. The findings and reports of such Committees shall 
behn writing and shall be fully available to all members of the Council upon 
request. Such Committees shall lapse with the election of a new President 
and a new Board. 

27. Professional Committees shall be established by the Executive Board, 
upon its own" initiative or in response to direction by the Constituent 
Assembly. Such Committees shall be given definite terms of reference for 
their work and they shall not go beyond such terms of reference without the 
sanction of the Executive Board unless by specific action the Constituent 
Assembly should provide otherwise. Any professional committee, unless 
otherwise provided by the Constituent Assembly, shall be limited in size to 
nine members, and the Chairman and members, also unless otherwise 
provided by the Constituent Assembly, shall be appointed by the President, 
provided , however, that in selecting the members of a committee the President 
shall consult with the Secretary-General and the designated Chairman. 
The Chairman of a professional committee shall render a report in writing 
to the Secretary-General whenever requested which shall be not less than 
once a year, and such reports shall be communicated in full and without 
alteration to the Executive Board and the Constituent Assembly at their 
next meetings. A professional committee established by the Executive 
Board may be discontinued or limited in its terms of reference by action 
either of the Executive Board may be discontinued or limited in its terms of 
reference by action either of the Executive Board or the Constituent Assembly* 
but no professional committee establishd by the Constituent Assembly may 
be discontinued or limited in its terms of reference except by action of that 
Assembly. 

28. The minutes, accounts, correspondence, and other records of the 
Council and its subordinate bodies, including committees, shalLbe preserved 
by the responsible officials and shall be turned over promptly by them to 
their successors in office. Records that are not needed for the conduct of the 
current affairs of the Council shall be turned over to the Secretary-General 
who shall have custody of the Archives of the Council, provided , however, 
that by vote of the Constituent Assembly, any non-current records may he 
transferred to a repository of its choice for permanent preservation. 



Amendments 


29. This Constitution may be amended only at a regular meeting of 
the Constituent Assembly. All proposed amendments shall be submitted 
in writing to the Secretary-General, wheat least sixty days prior to the, 
meeting at which they shall be voted upon shall circulate copies of them 
to all members. If approved first by the Executive Board an amendment 
may be adopted by a majority vote of the Constituent Assembly. If not so 
approved, a two-thirds vote in the Constituent Assembly shall be 
necessary. 
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APPENDIX B 


PROCEEDINGS OP THE FOURTH MEETING OP THE DOCUMENTA- 
TION SECTIONAL COMMITTEE, DELHI, 28 AUGUST 1949 

Present 


Chairman : 

Professor S. R. Ranganathan, Delhi University, Delhi. 

Members t 

Mr. S. Das Gupta, Librarian, Delhi University Library, Delhi. 

Mr, P. K. Garde, Delhi University Library, Delhi. 

Mr, S. Parthasarthy, Delhi University Library, Delhi. 

Mr. B. N. Sastri, Chief . Editor, Dictionary of Raw Materials and 
Economic Products, Pusa Road, New Delhi. 

Mr. K, K. Guha Roy, Librarian, Indian Agricultural Research 
Institute, New Delhi. 

Mr. C. N. Sivaraman, Librarian, Federation of Indian Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry, New Delhi. 

Mr. G. L. Gulati, Librarian, I.S.I. 

Staff: 

Dr. Lai C. Verman, Director, I.S.I. 

Dr. K. S. Rangappa, Secretary (Publications), I.S.I. 

Item 1 — Consideration of the Memorandum from the Department of Scientific 
Research regarding the formation of a National Committee for 
Documentation. 

The Committee were of the opinion that the views of the I.S.I. as put 
forth in the earlier correspondence with the Ministry of Education, still 
stand. It was decided that the I.S.I. should reiterate its views and inform 
the Department of Scientific Research that the Documentation Co mmit tee 
k already functioning, and that the Committee though not a member of the 
FXD., was invited to attend the last F.I.D, Conference in the Hague in 
June 1948. Dr. Lai C. Verman was authorised to formulate a reply in the 
tight of the above remarks . 

It was decided to co-opt the representatives of the following 
organisations to make the Documentation Committee more fully 
representative in tharacter : — 

1. Historical Records Commission. 

% National Institute of Sciences. 
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3. Institution of Engineers (India). 

4. Indian Research Fund Association. 

5. Administrative Intelligence Room. New Delhi. 

6. Royal Asiatic Society of Bengal. 

7. Indian Economic Association. 

8. Indian Statistical Institute, Calcutta. 

S. All India Federation for Education. 

10. All India Manufacturer’s Organisation, Bombay. 

The organisations may be requested to nominate their representatives 
who are, preferably, resident in Delhi. 

lion 2 Standard nation of Sizes o f Periodicals 


The committee considered the replies from Technical journals issued 
by the I.S.T., but did not consider the data sufficient to recommend standard 
sizes for paper and periodicals. Mr. K. K. Guha Roy and Mr, S. Das Gupta 
were requested to collect statistics regarding sizes of various journals receiv* 
ed in the Linlithgow and University Libraries respectively. Mr. B. N. 
Sastri « as requested to collect information on the number of columns that 
can be accommodated in Royal Octavo size. 


It was further deckled that printers be consulted if A4, A5 and A6 sizes 
can be adapted in India for publishing periodicals. The questionnaire 
relating to this would be issued by the I.S.I. 

Item 3 — Miscellaneous 


- 3.1 Membtnhif cf the Committee. 

3.1.1 It was decided that a personal approach be made in the matter 
of co-opting a member from the Library of the Tata Development and 
■Control Laboratory, ■Tmshedp.ir. 

3.1.2 It was also decided that the Secretary, Central Board of Irrigation, 
•or his representative be co-opted to the Committee in place of Mr. N. D. 
Gulhati. 


3.2 Abbreviations for Titles of Periodicals 

The Sub-Committee for Abbreviations for Titles of Periodicals was 
authorised to finalize the draft in the light of the comments and suggestions 
received for approval by the Chairman of EC 2. 
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APPENDIX C 

CONSTITUTION OF THE CENTRAL ADVISORY BOARD 
OF ARCHAEOLOGY. 

In pursuance of the Resolution No. F. 3-21 (2)/44-F&L,, dated 13th 
September 1944, issued by the late Education, Health, and Lands 
Department, as amended from time to time, the Central Advisory Board 
of Archaeology has been reconstituted as follows for a period of three years 
with effect from 3rd February 1948. 

(a) Chaim, an : — The Hon’ble Maulana Abul Kalain Azad, Minister 
for Education, 

(b ) Director General of Archaeology : Dr. N. P. Chakravarti. 

(c) Joint Director General of Archaeology : Post abolished. 

(cl) The Government Epigraphist for India : Dr, B. C. Cbh&bra. 
fe) /Sab; members nominated by the Irder-U diversity Board . 

1. Dr. C. B. Reddy, Walt air . 

2. Mr. C. M. Acliarya, M.A., LL.B., Vice-Chancellor, Utkal 

University, Cuttack. 

3. Dr. I. W. Jennings, Ceylon. 

4. Piofessoi V. R. Ramachandra Dikshitar, Head of Indian 

History and Archaeology, University of Madias, Madras. 

5. Mi. G. S. Das, Principal, Sambalpur College, Orissa. 

6. Dr. A. S. Altekar, Head of the Department of Ancient Indian 

History, Banaias Hindu University, Banaras. 

Jf) Five members nominated by Learned Societies 

1. Professor N. N. Chattcijee, Department of Geology, Calcutta 
University representing the Indian Science Congress Association. 

2. Dr. R. C. Majumdar, nominated by the Royal Asiatic Society 
of Bengal. 

3. Professor K. A. Nilakanta Sastri, nominated by the All-India 
Oriental Conference. 

4. Dr. Tara Chand, nominated by the Indian History Congress* 

5. Dr. S. N. Sen, nominated by the Indian Historical Records 
Commission. 

-(g) Seven Members elected by the Constituent Assembly 

1. Shri Lakshminarayan Sahu. 

2. Shri Balwant Rai GopaljiJMbhta, 



3. Sliri B« Das 

4. Professor Shibban Lai Saksena. 

5. Shri Bhagwat Prasad. 

6. Shri Satish Chandra. 

7. Shri Snrendra Mohan Ghose. 

(h) Four representatives from the States 

1. Minister for Education to the Government of Mysore. 

2. Shri Gokal Lai Asava, Political and Public Works Minister, United 

States of Rajasthan, Udaipur. 

3. Ali Marta-bat Imadud-Daulah Yaminul Mulk Nawabzada Prince- 

Colonel Reshiduz Zafar Khan Bahadur, Education Minister,. 
Government of Bhopal. 

4. Mr. Raghavji T. Leuva, Eduoation Member, Baroda State. 

(i) Eight members nominated by the Government of India . 

1. Mr. P. N. Kirpal, Deputy Secretary to the Government of India,. 

Ministry of Education, New Delhi. 

2. Sir Maurice Gwyer, Vice-Chancellor, Delhi University, Delhi. 

3. Dr* Zakir Husain, Vice-Chancellor, Aligarh Muslim University, . 

Aligarh. 

4. Shri T. M. Chinnaiyya Pillai, President, Hindu Religious Endow- 

ment Board, Madras. 

6. Mr. Rustam Masani, Bombay. 

6. Professor N. K. Sidhanta, Lucknow University, Lucknow, 

7. Shri Kaluramji Kinbukar, Minister of Education and Communication*, 

Madhya Bharat. 

8. Minister for Education, Government of Travancore and Cochin. 

(j) The Deputy Director General of Archaeology- Mr. M. S. Vats (Secretary)., 
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APPENDIX D 

CONSTITUTION OF THE BOARD FOR HISTORICAL RECORDS 
AND ANCIENT MONUMENTS IN BOMBAY, 

Government of Bombay, 

Education Department. 

Resolution No . 920 1 dated Bombay Castle, the 22nd December 1949, 

With a view to establishing a permanent liaison between Government 
archival activities, research institutions and experts interested in the subject, 
and linking all institutions or individuals in this Province concerned in the 
custody, preservation, publication and study of Historical records, and with 
a view to providing for the conservation of historical monuments and sites 
in the province which are not being looked after by the Archaeological 
Department of the Government of India, Government has had under 
consideration for some time past the question of appointing a permanent 
body of experts. Government is now pleased to appoint a Provincial 
Board for Historical Records and Ancient Monuments. 

2, The Board should consist of the following members : — 

I — Ex-officio Members 

1. The Honourable Minister in charge of Education — President. 

2 . The Secretary to the Education Department, Government of 

Bombay — Chairman. 

3. The Registrar, High Court, Bombay, 

4. The Curator of Libraries, Bombay. 

5. The Superintendent, Archaeological Survey of India. 

6. The Director of Archives. 

II — One member nominated by each of the following institutions 

(Persons nominated by the Institutions are specified in the second 
oolumn). 

Institution representing Name 


1. Bombay University . . Professor GfS. Ghurye, M.A., Ph. D. 

X Poona University . . Dr. H. D. Sankalia, M.A., Ph. D., L.L.B. 

X Kamatak University . . . One representative of the Kamatak Uni- 

versity, 

4# Maharaj Sayyajirao Baroda University Dr. M. E. Majmudar, M.A., LL.B., Ph.D. 
X Gujarat University .... One representative of the Gujarat 

University, 
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Institution representing 


Name 


6. Shreemati Natliibai Damodar 
Thackersay University for Women. 

7. Indian Historical Research. Institute . 

8. Bombay Branch of the Royal Asiatic 
Society. 

9. K.R. Cama Oriental Institute, Bombay 

10. Gujarat Research Society, Bombay . 

11. Bharatia Vidya Bhavan, Bombay 

12. Marathi Research Institution, Thakur- 
dwar, Bombay. 

13. Prince of Wales Museum of Western 
India. 

14. Urdu Research Institute, Anjuman- 
' i-Islam, Bombay. 

15. Bombay Historical Society 

16. Deccan College Post-Graduate 
Research Institute, Poona. 

17. Bhandarkar Oriental Research 

Institute, Poona. 

18. Raj wade Samshodhan Mandal, Dhulia 

19. Bharat Itihas Samshodhak Mandal . 

20. Gujrat Vidyasabha, Ahmedabad 

21. Kamatak Historical Research Society, 
Dharwar. 

22. Kannada Research Institute, Dharwar 

23. Konkan Institute of Art and Science, 
Bombay. 


One representative of the S.N.D.T. Uni- 
versity for Women. 

Reverend Father H. Heras, S. J. 

Dr. B. G. Gokhale, M.A., Ph.D. 

Dr. J. M. Unvala. 

Dr. A. D. Pusalkar, M.A., LL.B., PhJX 
K. P Kuikami, Esquire. 

Rustam Masani, Esquire. 

Professor N. A. Nadvi. 

Braz A. Fernandez, Esquire. 

T. S. Shejwalkar, Esquire. 

Dr. S. M. Katre, M.A., Ph.D. 

B. R. Kuikami, Esquire, B.A. 

C. G. Karve, Esquire. 

Professor Rasiklal C. Paxikh. 

D. P. Karmarkar, Esquire, M.A., LL.B. 

R.S. Panehamukhi, Esquire, M.A. 

Professor G. M. Moraes, M.A. 


Ill- — Members, not exceeding five, nominated by Government 

1. Mahamahopadhyaya D. V. Potdar, Poona. 

2. Dr. S. C. Nandimath, Principal, Basaveshwar College, Bagalkot. 

3. Dr. A. G. Pawar, Principal, Vijnagar College, Vijnagar. - 

4. Dr. B. A. Saletore, Professor, Gujarat College, Ahmedabad. 

5. Professor K. H. Kamdar, Baroda. 

3. The Director of Archives will act as Secretary of the Board. The 
Historical Archivist to Government will be Assistant Secretary to the Board. 
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The term of office of the members of the Board other than ex-officio 
members will be three years. Where such a member ceases to be a member 
before the expiry of his tenure on account of death, resignation or any other 
reason, and a person is appointed in his place, he will be a member of the 
Board for the unexpired period of the tenure. 

5. The functions of the Board will be as follows : — 

(i) to guide and co-ordinate research activities of Record Offices and 

research institutes in the Province, to undertake research for 
manuscript records including old maps and pictures, to consider 
the acquisition of records relating to the history of the Province 
and to suggest ways and means for their preservation and 
publication whenever necessary ; 

(ii) to advise Government in the matter of nominating representatives 
from institutions in the Province to the Indian Historical Records 
Commission, its sub-committees and such other bodies ; and 

(in) to look after historical monuments and sites not looked after by 
the Archaeological Department of the Government of India and 
to suggest ways and means for their conservation. 


6. The Director of Archives will be the general editor of the Bombay 
Records Series, but whenever necessaiy the services of other experts can be 
utilized for editing any particular volume. 

7. The Board will have powder to appoint such committees as may be 
necessary for expeditious transaction of its functions and to co-operate on 
such committees outside experts not exceeding the number of the members 
of the Board on the committee concerned. 

8. The Board will meet twdee a year and at such places as may be 
decided upon by the President. The members of the Board will be entitled 
to travelling allowance in accordance with scale I in rule I (l)(b) in Section I 
of Appendix XIII-A of Bombay Civil Services Rules, Volume II for journeys 
undertaken by them to attend the meetings of the Board and for work 
relating to one or the other function of the Board mentioned in para. 3. The 
Director of Archives should be authorised to countersign the travelling 
allowance bills of the non-official members of the Board. Government desires 
that all Departments of the Secretariat and the Heads of offices under them 
should give such co-operation and assistance to the Board as may be necessary 
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9. Government is also pleased to sanction the grants : — 

Grant for purposes of T.A* to non-official members of the 4,000 
Board. 

Grant for office expenses, Miscellaneous, etc. . . . 200 

4,200 


10. The charge on this account should be debited to the budget head 
<e 37-Education”. The Director of Public Instruction should be requested 
to point out in due course a source from which the extra expenditure involved 
should be met during the current financial year. 
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APPENDIX E 

BAGHELKHAND HISTORICAL RECORDS COMMISSION 
Annual Report, 1947-48 

I have the honour to report that the proposals and recommendations- 
of the Baghelkhand Historical Records Commission mostly remained 
unimplemented during the year under review with the result that research 
work is not making much headway. The Saraswati Bhandar, Rewa, is still 
without a scientific catalogue; the Central Record Office has not yet been 
organised on scientific lines; Government Archives have not yet been thrown 
open for bonafide research. 

Circular letters were addressed as usual to a large number of important 
families requesting them to furnish information regarding their family 
records. In Uprahti, Rewa, an Altamgha grant of Prince Akbar II, S/O 
Emperor Shah Alam dated 19th Muharram 6th year of accession (1765 
A.D.) was discovered granting village Allari in Sarkar Kora, Suba Ilahabad 
to Sarab Sukh, ancestor of Pandit Raghubir Sharan of the famous 
family of Rajvaidyas of Rewa. 

The • Secretary contributed a couple of research papers to research 
journals. 

Hindi and English translations of Rupani Sharma’s Vanshawali of 
Maharaja Bhava Singh and of the Vira Bhadra Champu were ready but 
there were difficulties in obtaining the original MSS for purposes of collation 
before sending the matter to the press. It was decided in the third meeting 
of the Research and Publication Committee held on the 1st June 
1948 under the Chairmanship of Lai Yadvendra Singh, Education Minister, 
that some one may be deputed to the Royal Asiatic Society of Bengal for 
getting a correct version of the genealogy prescribed in the library of the 
Society as appendix to a manuscript of the Kathasaritsagar of Somadeva. 
It was also decided that a fresh attempt should be made through 
Government to obtain the original manuscript of the Virabhadra Champu 
from the Saraswati Bhandar Library of H.H. the Maharana of Udaipur, 
Arrangements were made with the Durbar Press, Rewa, for the printing of 
both the works and Government permission has been received for the 
publication of the former viz. the Vanshawali. Guru Ram Piyare Agnihotri 
furnished genealogies from the descendants of the courtiers of Maharaja 
Bhava Singh mentioned in the Vanshawali. 

Pandit Rambhadra Goud has prepared a revised edition of the Ajit . 
Patch with introduction and notes to be published by the Commission and 
this book has priority No. 3 after the Kathasaritsagar Vanshawali and the 
Vira Bhadra Champu. 
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It was reported by Pt. Nand Kishore Postacharya that the late Pt. 
Bhawani Dutt Joshi has left a Hindi translation of the Sanskrit Anand 
Raghunandan Natak of Maharaja Vishwanath Singh which he completed 
after the patient labour of several years. Pandits Anand Chanel Joshi and 
Jagdish Chand Joshi have been requested to lend the MSS for examination. 

Col. Janardan Singh informed that his proposals regarding Naikahai 
submitted to the ex-Ruler, though accepted by the Rewa Government, have 
not yet been implemented. The Education Minister was pleased to call for 
the papers and reopen the case for the additional reason that the list of 
warriors killed in the battle needed revision. 

The following committee was appointed to make suggestions regarding 
changes in the constitution of the Bagholkhand Historical Records 
Commission which required modifications in view of practical difficulties: 
(1) Pandit Ram Chandra Goud (2) Moulvi Azaz Ali and (3) Secretary 
(Convener). 

A transcribed cop3 T of the Virabhadra Champu was obtained for the 
library from the Saraswati Bhandar, Udaipur, through the gracious kindness 
of His Highness the Maharana . A set of the poetical works of Thakur Gopal 
Sharan Singh of Naigarhi, proceedings of the Indian Historical Records 
Commission (or d. Series). Central Provinces Government publications on the 
history u Chhntisgarh and the Eh on si as of Nagpur were acquired besides 
Catalogues of MSS, bibliographies, Presentation Volumes and Sanskrit 
anthologies comprising of verses composed by poets vho flourished at the 
Baghela court. 

Under instructions from Hon Hie the Education Minister (No. 629* 
dated 18-10-47) as per verbal orders of the Council, and subsequent order 
of the Minister (No. 1239, dated 11-12-47) and his inspection remarks (No. 
3301, dated 18-3-48) the office of the Baglielkhand Historical Records 
Commission was shifted from the house of the Secretary to the building of 
the Venkat Vidhya Sadan and accommodated in the Western Wing of the 
ground floor. The Superintendent, Archaeology, kindly gave all facilities. 

With the establishment of the Vindhya Pradesh and the formation of a 
joint Government for the whole of the Union, Government were pleased to 
order that the urisdiction of Heads of departments shall extend to the whole 
of the Pradesh (vide item No. 2 of Council Proceedings, dated 31-7-48 and 
. and Hon’ble the Prime Minister (under his No. 306, dated 11-12-48) 

sanctioned the change of name from Baghelkhand to Vindhya Historical 
, Records Commission. 


A. H. NIZAMI. 

Secretary . 
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APPENDIX E 

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE REGIONAL RECORDS SURVEY 
COMMITTEES 

The Regional Records Survey Committees set up by the Indian 
Historical Records Commission in various provinces have conducted some 
useful survey work. A brief report about their activities was given in the 
Indian Historical Records Commission Proceedings Volume XXV, Part I. 
Fresh reports have since been received from some of the Committees and 
significant information contained in them is summarised below : 

Madras . — In December 1948 the Government of Madras set up a 
permanent Regional Records Survey Committee of its own with Professor 
C. S. Sriniv&sachari as its Convener. Tlie constitution and tfie new 
personnel of the Committee will be found in the conspectus. Prior to 'the 
establishment of the peimanent Committee, the ad hoc Committee 
conducted some valuable survey work. As reported last year the progress 
in respect of the survey of the Board of Revenue records had been further 
strengthened by the issue of a directive from the Madras Government to 
the Board of Revenue requesting the latter to issue instructions to the 
Collectors of Districts and to the Z&min Offices under thorn to prepare 
fresh lists of the records relating to their relations with tlic Nawabs of 
Carnatic and the East India Company. The provincial Government also 
asked the Curator, Madras Record Office, and the Board of Revenue to 
prepare lists of records of the religious establishments, temples, mosques 
and charitable organizations within the province. The Dewan of the Prince 
of Areot also was lequested to furnish a list of historical manuscripts of 
value in the possession of the Arcot family and a calendar of their donations 
to the various religious institutions during 1744-1855. 

The Committee surveyed the collection cf M. Ganana Diagon Mudaliar 
of Pondicherry and it hoped that some valuable materials illustrative of the 
fortunes of the Christian Courtiers of Pondicherry might be secured from 
him after the impending change m the political set up of Pondicherry. A 
number of papers, including certain genealogical lists, farms ns of appoint- 
ments, etc. were secured by the Committee from the family of Tanksal 
Jannappa Pandita and deposited with the Maharaja Serfoj i’s Tanjore 
Swaraswati Mahal Library, Tanjore, for purpose of verification and 
ultimate acquisition by the National Archives of India. An account of the 
Marakkayars and their maritime activities was being prepared by M. G. 
Muhammad Ali Marakkayar, a member of the Committee. The publicity 
programme of the Committee included nine radio talks in English, Telegu 
and Tamil which were delivered by the members of the Committee through. 
All-India Radio Stations at Madras and Trichinopoly. 
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Uttar Pradesh . — The Lakhn.au branch of the United Provinces 
.Regional Records Survey Committee acquired through Dr, N, L. Ohatterjee 
some valuable farmans, letters and other documents in the possession of a 
private owner of Sandila at a cost of Rs. 600 only out of the Government 
of India grant. The Allahabad Branch formed two small Sub-Committees, 
one for Hindi and Sanskrit and the other for Persian, Arabic and Urdu 
and these two Sub-Committees between them examined and enlisted about 600 
manuscripts of which a consolidated list was sent to the National Archives 
of India. The Agra, Aligarh and Banaras branches on the other hand 
could not do any effective survey work, but the Committee hoped that they 
would do so soon. About the inspection of official records in the province. 
Dr. N. L, Ohatterjee continued his examination of Kutchery records at 
Lakhnau, The Committee also obtained permission from the Local Govern- 
ment to inspect the records of the Board of Revenue and of the Uttar 
Pradesh Government. 

A new feature in the programme of the Uttar Pradesh Committee was 
that they enlisted the co-operation of students of the Universities of 
Allahabad and Lakhnau and the keen interest evinced by them resulted in 
th3 discovery of several valuable manuscripts. The publicity campaign of 
the Committee, which included talks from the All-India Radio stations at 
Lakhnau and Allahabad and press publicity through the local newspapers, 
also succeeded in bringing to light many valuable documents which the 
owners were willing to sell. Lack of adequate fund, however, rendered 
the Committee unable to secure these documents. 

Wett Bengal . — The West Bengal Committee’s activities include survey 
of collections of some prominent people of Bengal who were known to possess 
valuable family records dating back to the times of the East India 
Company. The most important among these were the Nizamat family 
papers and papers and relics of the Jagat Seth family. Equally important 
was the collection of family records of Nawab of Murshidabad, which was 
inspected personally by the President of the Committee, Dr. Jadunath 
Sarkar. The inspection of these two collections revealed a mass of valuable 
materials which would be of immense use to the historians of the early period 
of the East India Company’s rule of the country. Independent reports 
on these two formed part of the printed annual report which the Committee 
has published. 

Among other family papers inspected by the Committee mention 
might be made of the collections of Mr. Prafulla Chandra Mukherjee of 
Bandal ; Mr. t Phani Chakrabarty of Serampore, who had a unique collection 
relating to the Danish East India Company ; and old records of the 
-Serampore College. Mr. Tapan Kumar Roy Chaudhuri, a young worker of 
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the Committee, brought to light some valuable papers that threw considera- 
ble light on the history of Susang Raj family, which gave an almost comp- 
lete picture of a frontier Zamindari of the Mughal period. Mr. Roy Chaudhuri 
also unearthed a copy of a Madad-e-Mash sanad of pargana Bhaneshwari 
in Malda for the maintenance of the holy shrine of Hazrat Nur 
Qutbi Alam bearing the seal of Prince Shuja, 1058 A.H. Dr. N. K. Sinha, 
Secretay of the Committee, in the course of his tours in the Murshidabad 
district examined the ancient monuments, which according to him, 
were practically in a ruined condition and was of opinion that unless some- 
thing were done by the Archaeological Department of the Government of 
India to preserve them, their collapse would not be long delayed. 

Central Provinces . — Dr. Y. K. Deshpande, Convener of the Gentral 
Provinces Regional Records Survey Committee, visited places in Berar 
and adjoining areas and inspected the archives of Balaji temple and the 
collection of Walke family at Basim, the collections of the Deshmukh and 
Deshpandia families at Wun, Chanda and Pohona, and the collections of old 
families at Dewoolgaon Raja and Sindkhed. He also inspected the Persian 
journals of the Subahdars of Ellichpur and opened negotiations with 
the owners of the manuscripts for their purchase. Dr. Deshpande pre- 
pared notes of his inspections and also arranged for the transcription of 
those manuscripts. Messrs. S. G. Chatte and D. G. Landge of Nagpur in 
the course of their survey work in the Nagpur Division came across several 
documents of the Bhonsla period, some of the Mughal period and a few of 
the time of Nizamshahi of Ahmadnagar. Arrangements were being made 
by the Committee to get handwritten or photostat copies of these docu- 
ments. Pandit L. P. Pandeya similarly came across some valuable manu- 
scripts in the Chhattisgarh division, which were of considerable historical 
importance. 

The Committee’s work on the transcription and translation of the 
Persian Correspondence from the East India Company to the Poona Darbar 
was completed and nearly 90 documents were reported to be ready. The 
, Committee’s publicity programme included three talks from the Nagpur 
station of All-India Radio in English, Hindi, and Marathi, which were 
delivered by the members of the Committee. 

Bihar. — The activities of the Committee for Bihar has been reviewed 
in a small pamphlet, published by the Committee, which reveals that the 
survey work of the Committee was rewarded with the discovery of a number 
of old manuscripts and documents of historical as well as literary value. 
Professor Surajdeo Narain and Dr. H. R. Ghosal, two members of the 
Committee, in the course of their inspection of old records in the Muzaffarpur 
Colleotorate came across a number of valuable records, and an account 
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of 51 comparatively important documents winch had so far been scrutinized 
by them and which relited to different subjects like Currency, Lend Settle* 
meats. Opium, Talijo. Prices of articles, Lithography, etc., have been 
given in the pamphlet, with the Convener’s comment on some of them* 
Dr. K. K. Ditfo, Convener of the Oxnmibtse, transcribed 47 farmans, 
saavls, orders, etc., imsd at the tln3 of the Mugo.il rule in Inlia ranging 
from J ih ingir to 8hVi Alvrn ll 5 s reign, most of which relited to grants of 
lands, properties and appointments.* 


Besuhs these the Committee came across through Pandit Vishnulal 
Saastri 20 manuscripts dealing with Veda, Vyakarana, Nyaya Dliarmasastra, 
Alank-ira, Parana, Kamasastra, Tantra and Literature out of which six 


were nip iblished. Twelve volumes of Vansab!iask?n\a -de diog with the 
ancient history rf R 'jputama have also come to the in -the of the 
Commit tee along with a silver coin. Pandit Mishra rise brought to 
the notice of the Convener a copy of the Firman granted by Emperor 
Anraugzeb to Raja Pratap Narnia Sinha of Sugauna Oiwiawar family 
for the whole of Mlthih R ,j. 


Orissa . — During the j^eur under review the Committee for Orissa came 
-across some vain dole palm leaf manuscripts in Oriya and Sanskrit and also 
some documents in English, Jrdu ail Oriya scripts dealing with various 
aspects of history, politics, literature, religion, geneaology, art, architecture 
etc. Most of these were purchased by the Committee and transcription 
of others were prepared by it. Tne originals and the transcriptions were 
sent to the National Archives of India for custody. Three talks in Oriya 
from All India Radio station at Cuttack formed part of the publicity 
programme of the Orissa Government. 

Delhi . — During the year the Committee for Delhi was mag, aged in 
transcribing the Tarikh-i-Sorath, Shall Johan Naina, Tarikh-i-Alamgir II 
and Tarikh-i-Alamgir-i-SanI, the famous Persian collections of Kliawaja 
Hasan Nizami of Delhi. The Committee which was working with the 
Convener (Dr. S. N. Sen) as its only member, was informed by the Chief 
Commissioner, Delhi, about his decision to form a permanent Committee for 
the province of Delhi. In view, however, of the financial difficulties the 
Government of India had not been in a position to offer any grant-in-aid 
immediately. But the question was expected to be revived in 1951-52. 

Bombay .— No report was received from the Committee for Bombay* 
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APPENDIX G 

REPORT OF RESEARCH WORK DONE BY THE MEMBERS 
DURING THE YEAR 1948-49 

1. Nandalai Chatter ji , Liuhww. 

(i) Inspected and studied — 

(a) U. P. Secretariat Records ; and 

(b) reported on Lucknow Kutcherry Records to the U. P. 

Historical Sechty. 

(ii) Published the following papers ; — 

(1) The settlement of waste lands in Oudh (Indian History 

Congress) ; 

(2) Government’s right to lands of dispossessed owners (Indian 

Historical Records Commission Procs. Vol. XX Y, Part II) , 

(3) India’s Sculptural legacy (published by the U. P. Govt.) ; 

(4) India’s Cultural Heritage (Modem Review) ; 

(5) Greater India (Piabuddha Bharat) ; 

(6) Historic Traditions of Malwa (-Jayaji Piatap) ; 

(7) Baland Darwaza (Hindusthan Standard Annual); 

(8) Lotus Pillared Dhvan-i-Khas (Leader Annual) ; 

(9) Salim Chisfei’s tomb (A. B. Patrika) ; 

(10) British Chilians and Indian Freedom (Congress number of 

A. B. Patrika) ; 

(11) “ If there is heaven on earth, it is here ” (Orient) ; 

(12) Legacy of British Rules (Pioneer Annual). 

(in) Collected some manuscripts for the U. P. Regional Records 
Survey Committee which were subsequently deposited with 
the National Archives of India. 

2. A. ff. Nizami , Rewa. 

(i) Continued research on the Baghela Dynasty of Rewa ; 

(tt) Wrote a paper on { Nine Genas of the Court of Maharaja Bhava- 
singha of Rewa' (Gode Commemoration Volume) ; 

(in) Engaged in studying the history of Vindhya Pradesh during the 
first half of the 15th Century. 
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3. 5. Vasudeva Poduial, Trivandrum . 

Prepared the following : — 

(i) A list of Antiquities of Travaneore; 

(ii) A handbook of Indian Iconography ; 

(Hi) The Dance and Music of Kerala ; 

(iv) The Temples of Travancore. 

4. P. M. Jc*hi, Bombay . 

Is engaged in writing : — 

(i) A Chapter entitled “ The Five Deccan Sultanates ” being a 

history of the Decean Muslim Sultanates from the close 
of the fifteenth to about the end of the seventeenth century 
(for the History of India of the Bharatiya Itihas Samiti). 

(ii) Diamond Mines of Bijapur and Golconda (A paper). 

(Hi) Cambay in the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries 
(A paper.) 

( iv) Is engaged in revising for publication of his book entitled w The 
Kingdom of Bijapur.” 

(v) Editing Elphinstone’s “ Report on the Teiritories conquered 

from the Paishwa 

(vi) Life and Times of Muhammad Adil Shah of Bijapur (1627- 

1656). 

(vii) Asad Beg’s Mission, to Bijapur (1603-1604). 

5. A. C. Banerjee, Calcutta . 

Published the following books : — 

(i) Anglo-Sikh Relations (edited with Introduction and Notes). 

(ti) Indian Constitutional Documents, Volume III, (edited with 
Introduction and notes). 

6. L. P. Pandeya , Bilaspvr, C. P. 

Examined the collection of old vernacular books in the English offiee* 
of the S. D. 0. at Bastar. 

7. K . H. Datta , Patna . 

(i) Completed editing the records (1790-1859) found in the Record 

Office of the District Judge of Patna (under orders of the Bihar- 
Government). 

(ii) Ha* collected more materials in connection with his thesis. 

* l Shah Alam II and the English *\ 
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(Hi) Has 'studied some records of the Records Offices of the 
Commissioner at Ranchi and Collector at Muaaffarpur. 

(iv) Has published a report regarding some newly discovered records 
in Bihar. 

Has written the foiloM ing papers : — 

(i) Shah Alam II and Zaman Shah (I. IT. R. 0. Procs. Vol. XXV 

Part II). 

(ii) Shah Alam’s Agonies and Appeals (Journal of the Bihar 

Research Society, 1949), 

(mV) Profusion for Shah Alam’s family (contributed to the Bengal : 
Past and Present). 

(iv) Pre-Plassey British attempt for conquest of Bengal (Shree 
Krishna Abhinandan Grantha, Morurhyr, Bihar). 




APPENDIX B 


LIST OF BOOKS AND PERIODICALS PRESENTED TO THE INDIAN 
HISTORICAL RECORDS COMMISSION AND/OR THE 
NATIONAL ARCHIVES OF INDIA DURING THE YEAR 1949. 


Groff 1. — Presented by Authors and individuals . 

Mr. C. C. Chunder, Manish i Bkola Nath Chandra , 1346 B. S. Major 
Genl. J. Thomson, 

(1) Portuguese in India 1895 by F. C. Danvers — 2 volumes. 

(2) Thousand Miles on on Elephant in the Shan States , 1890 by H. S. 

Hallett. 

(3) Luchncw and Oude in the Mutiny. 1894 by M. Tnnes. 

(4) Speeches by the Fad of Min to. 1911. 

Dr. Lanka Sundaram, 

(1) Osmanli Devletinin Nadir Sah, etc., 1949 by Hikmet Bayur. 

(2) Nadir Sah Apsaiin Ronra Osmanli etc. 1948, by Hikmet 

Bayur. 

(3) Maysor Sultani Tipur, 1948, by Hikmet Bayur. 

Professor C. H. Phillips. 

Alphabetical List of Directors of the East India Company from 
1758-1858 (Pamphlet). 

Dr. W. Lineham , Langkasuka : The Island of Asoka (Pamphlet). 
Dr. N. K. Sinha, Haidar Ali, 2nd Edition, IS49. 

Dr. A. C. Banerjee, Indian Constitutional Documents, Volumes II 
and III, 1948-49. 

Mr. V. V. Thakur, Life and Life-work of Shree Devi Ahilya Bai 
Holbar, n.d. % 

Mr. S. Roy, Franee-Asie, No. 32, November 1948, Tome IV, 

Mr. S. M. Jaffar, 

(1) Problems of an Archivist, 1948. 

(2) Guide to the Archives of the Cential Records Office, N.W.F.P., 

1948. 

(3) Arehives-Meaning, Scope and Importance, 1949. 

(4) Annual Report (1917-48) Central Record Office, N.W.F.P. 
Purnendu Basu : Materials Relating to India in the United States 

National Archives. 
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Group II. — Presented by the Learned Institution- s\ 

Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute , Poona. 

(1) Annals of the Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute, Volume. 

XXVIII, Parts 3-4. 

(2) The Mahabharata, Santiparvair-Raj ad harma Part 1, Pc. IS, 

1949. 

Oriental Institute , Barcda. 

(1) Gaek wad's Client al Series, Catalogue of Books 1947. 

(2) Oriental Research in Bare da State, 1947. 

Archaeological Department, Jodhpur. 

Report on the Administration of the Archaeological Department, 
Government of Jodhpur for the year ending 30th 
September, 1947. 

Archeological Department, Government of Tra'iancore. 

(1) Administration Report of the Archaeological Department 

(Government of Travaneore) 194S. 

(2) Radio Talks by R. V. Poduval, 1918. 

Association of Principals of Technical Institutions (India) Gjo Delhi 
Polytechnic, Delhi. 

Journal of the Association of Principals of Technical Institution, 
May- August 1949, Volume II, Nos. 1-2. 

Dhar State (Rajpuiana). 

(1) Dhar State Historical Records Series, Volume 3, Part I, 1949. 

(2) History of Dhar State, Volume 2. 

(3) Glimpses of Mandti, 194.5. 

Hyderabad Struggle Committee, 

Hyderabad problem ; the next steps, 1948. 

Indian Council cf World Affairs, New Delhi . 

India Quarterly: ✓ 

January — March 1949. 

April — June 1949. 

July — September 1949. 

Indian Institute for Educational and Cultural Co-operation, Bombay 
Biennial Report for the period ended the 30th June, 1948. 
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S'tiimnl 1 n form alien anrl Publications Limited. 

Ureater India (Saindas foundation Lectures, 1940). 1948. 

Oak Chambers. Bombay. 

I> Courier des Indies. April — September 1949, Nos. 52 — 77 

{Incomplete). 

Stale Museum, Bharat pur. 

Sculptures in the State Museum, Bharatpur, 1949. 

Tae ore Memorial Publications , New Delhi . 

Fight for Kashmir by Dewan Ram Parkash, 1948. 

Danish Government Trade Commissioner, Bombay. 

(1) Danish Foreign Office Journal, Nos. 1-2, January — June, 

1949. 

(2) Commercial & Intelligence Statistics, Issue Nos. 6 — 16, 

1949. 

Unhersity of Madras , Madras. 

New Catalogues Catalogorum, Volume I, L949. 

Consulate for Italy , Bombay. 

Bulletin of Cultural Information, Nos. 5—8, 1949. 

The British Council , London. 

British Book News, January — April, August, 1949. 

British Museum , London . 

Catalogue of Burney Manuscripts, 1840. 

Index to Arundel and Burney Manuscripts, 1840. 

Catalogue of additions to the manuscripts in the British Museum, 
1882-1887, 7 volumes. 

Sloane Manuscripts Index to the Sloane Manuscripts, 1904. 

Slowe Manuscripts. Catalogue of Slowe Manuscripts in the British 
Museum, 1895-1896, 2 volumes. 

The Preservation of Leather Bookbindings, London bv H. J. 
Plenderleith, 1947. 

Institute of Historical Research, London. 

(1) Bulletin of the Institute of Historical Research, Volume XXII, 

&os« 63— 65 (1947—49). 

(2) Twenty-seventh Annual Report, August 1947 to July, 1948- 



Museum Association^ London. 

(1) Reports on the Museum of Ceylon. British Malaya, ,the West 

Indies, etc., 1933. 

(2) Directory of Museums in Ceylon, British Malaya, Hong-kong, 

Sarawak, British North Borneo, Fiji, the West Indies,* British 
Guiana, 1934. ■ *; 

(3) Directory of Museums and Art Galleries in Australia and New 

Zealand compiled by S. F. Markham and H. C. Richards, 
1934. 

(4) Report on the Museum and Art Galleries of Australia and New 

Zealand, 1934. 

Public Record Office , London . 

(1) Catalogue of the Public Record Office Museum. 

(2) Catalogue of an exhibition of Treaties. 

(3) 83rd — 108th Report of the Deputy Keeper of the Public Record 

Office, 1921-46. 

Royal Historical Society , London . 

(1) Transactions of the Royal Historical Society, 4th Sfcrie%nV&lume 

XXXI, London, 1949. > 

(2) Aslih, London. 

Journal of Documentation, Volume IV, Nos. 1 — 4, f J^ne^ Sep- 
tember, December, 1948 and March 1949. 

(3) Messrs. B . H. Blackwell , London. 

Library Assistant, January — August 1949, Volume 42, SsTos. 
‘1—4. -l 

University of London , London . 

(1) Classified catalogue of selected accessions .{1947-48) ♦ttoniJmfersity 
of London. 


I t \ , 

(2) School of Oriental and African Studies. Calendar for the thirty- 
third session, 1948-49. 

W. H. Smith and Sons 9 London. 

Current Literature January— March, May — August 1949. 
Birmingham Public Libraries , Birmingham . 

i 1 1 

(1) Eighty-sixth Annual Report, 1947-48. 

(2) Catalogue of the Birmingham Collection in the Reference Library, 

1918. " ‘ 
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(3) Catalogue of the Birmingham collection in the Reference Library 

Supplement, 1818 — 31. 

(4) History of Birmingham Free Libraries by J. A. Langford, 

1871. 

(5) Birmingham Free Libraries by Paul Trommsdoiff. 1900. 

(6) Birmingham Free Libraries by A. C. Shaw. 

(7) A selection of Books on Russian available for consultation in the 

Birmingham Reference Library. 

(8) Pictorial Postcards. 

Academie Royale de Belgique , Brussel . 

Bulletin de la Commission Royal D’Histoire (CXII — CXIIJ) 1947-48. 


Bibliotheque Royale , Copenhagen , Denmark . 

(1) Dania Polyglotta, 1901 — 4 4 , volumes I-II outrages and arti- 

cles. 

(2) Dania Polyglotta, 1945 — 1947. 

Ejman Munksgaard, Copenhagen . 

The Humanities and the Sciences in the Denmark during the Second 
World War, 1948. 

H. M’s General Register House , Edinburgh. 

Historical Museum official guide, 1949. 

Kern Institute , Leyden , Holland . 

(1) Annual Bibliography of Indian Archaeology, Volume 14, 1939. 

(2) Ariyana Antique. 

International Federation foi Documentation , The Hague . 

(1) List of current specialised abstracting and Indexing services, 

for International conference on science Abstracting, 1949. 

(2) F.I.D. Review of Documentation. 

volume 15, 1948. Fase 3-4. 
volume 16, 1949. Fase 1-2. 

Consiglio Nazionale Delle Ricerche , Remo . 

La Ricerea Scientifiea, 

(i) Geimaio-Febbraio, 

(ii) Margo-Aprile, 

(iii) Maggio 1949. 
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Indiaeh InatUuui, Amsterdam. 

(1) An anthropological Survey of the Eastern little Sunda Islands* 

by W. Keers. 

(2) Zeven En Dertigste Jaurverslag, 1947, 

(3) Wetens chappelijk, Appel, 1948. 

United Nations Educational , Scientific and Cultural Organisations , Paris . 

(1) Unesco Bulletin for Libraries, Vol. II, No. 6, Vol. IIT, Nos. 1 — 3 

& 5—7. 

(2) Unesco Official Bulletin, Vol. T, Nos. 3 — 5. 

(3) Unesco Courier, December 1948 — August 1949. 

(4) This is our Power. 

(5) Unesco A World Programme. 

(6) The Preservation of Historic and Architectural Monuments in 

the United States. 

(7) Unesco and India, 1946 — 48. 

(8) Report on the third General Conference of Unesco. (Beirut 

November — December 1948). 

Qsterrciehiscken Staatsarchives . 

Mitteilungen des Osteirciebisen Staatsai chives, Herausgege ben 
Von Der Geneialdiiektion, 1 Band — 2 Heft Wien, 1948. 

4 cademy of Sciences of the U.S.S.R. 

(Fundamental Library of Social Sciences.) 

The Problems of History, No. 1, 1949, 

Delawere State of Archives { U.S.A .). 

Annual Report of the Public Archives Commission, State of 
Delawere. 

Detroit Public Lihmry, Delia?* U.S.A. 

Eightythi 'd Arinnal Report- of trie Detroit Public Library Commission 
1947-48. 

Franklin D. Roosevelt lAbranj , Washington, U.S.A. 

Ninth Annual Rep rt of the Archivist of the United States on 
ih- Franklin D Roosevelt Libiary (1947 — 1949), 1949. 

Harvard L - wjiiy Library. Massachusetts. 

(1) Harvard Library Bulletin, Vol. Ill, Nos. 1 2. 1949. 
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(2) Harvard University Archives— Goal and Function by C. K. 

Shipton, 3947. 

(3) Collections of the Harvard University Archives, 1947. 

Huntington Library and Art Gallery. 

Twentyfirst Annual report July 1, 1947 to June 30, 1948, of the 
Henry E. Huntington Library and Art Gallery, 1949. 

Illinois State Library. Illinois . 

Bulletin of the Illinois Libraries, January — March 1949. 

Indiana State Library . Indianapolis . 

Library Occurent, June 1949. 

Library of Congress , Washington . 

(1) Guide to Manuscripts relating to American History in British 

, Repositories reproduced for the Division , of Manuscripts 
of the Library of Congress, by G. G. Griffin, 1946. 

(2) Mexican Government Publications by A. M. Ker, 1940. 

(3) The Story up to now, The Library of Congress (1800 — 1946), 

1947. 

(4) Mon-self Governing Areas with special Emphasis on Mandates 

Trusteeship. A selected list of references, Volume 1 
by H. F. Conover, 1947. 

(0) UNESCO: A selected list of reference by H. D. Jones, 1948. 

(6) Text books — their Examinations and Improvements. A Re- 

port on International and National Planning and Studies, 
I94S by H. J. Krould. 

(7) The United States and Post-war Europe : A Bibliographica 

examination of thought expressed in American Publications 
during 1948, 1949. 

(8) Maps : Their care, Repair and Preservation in Libraries, 1949* 

(9) Information Bulletin, January — July, 1949 (Incomplete set). 
Quarterly Journal of Current acquisition, February, 1949. 

Louisiana Library Commission , U.S.A. 

, 011 the Louisiana Library Demonstration, 1025—30. 
\$Vti&mhAmh'ms, Washington. 

(1) Elementary Map and Aerial Photograph Reading. Depart- 

ment Field Manual. F.M. 21 — 25. 1 1^4^. 
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(2) Advanced Map and Aerial Photograph Reading. War Depart* 

ment Field Manual. F.M. 21 — 26. 1944. 

(3) Technical Manual, Topographic Drafting, War Department 

T.M. 5—230, 1940. 

(4) Topographic Manual by O. W. Swainson, 1928. 

( 5 ) Dietzgen, Catalogue No. 22 D. 

(6) Map Classification. 

(7) Aerial Photography, T. M, 5 — 240. 1944. 

(8) A. M. S. Memorandum, No. 443. 

(9) Elements of Map Projection by Deetz and Adams, 1945. 

(10) Maps : Their Care, Repair and Preservation, Washington, 

1949. 

(11) Classification, Class, G. Washington, 1946. 

(12) Guide to the Records in the National Archives, 1948. 

(13) Preliminary Inventory of the Records Inventory, Nos. 7 — 18 

and 21. 

(14) Reference Information Circulars, No. 36 — 40, 1948-49. 

(15) National Archives Accession No. 37, January — March, 1949. 

National Society of Autograph Collectors , New York. 

Autograph Collectors Journal, April 1949. 

New York Public Library , New York. 

(1) Editors To-day by Ken. McCormick, 1948. 

(2) A Guide to the Reference Collections of the New York Public 

Library by Karl Brown, 1947. 

(3) Bibliopagia Fatastica by Lv S- Thompson 1947. 

(4) The .Typographical .Widow. Wh6 is she \ What is she, 

1948. . ; - 

(5) Graphic Summary of the Growth of Newspapers in Ne^ York 

and other States (1704—1820) by H. B. Weiss, 1948. 

(6) Bulletin of the New York Public Library, Index to Volume 
' : 1^46 and 41—50 (1897—1946); "by D. . 0 - ' Haskell, 1937 

and 1948. 

(7) My Life in the Russian Theatre by Jdhn Couriio^, 1936. 

(8) Bulletin of the New York Public Library, January — July, 

1949. 

(9) History of the New York Public Library by H. M. Lydenberg* 

1923. 
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(10) Bookmen’s Holiday, 1943. 

(11) Conditions and Trends in Education for Librarianship by Ralph 

Munn, 1936. 

(12) College Library Building, its planning and Equipment, by 

J. T. Gerould, 1932. 

The State Archives of Oregon. 

(1) Memo. No. 1, Pub. No. 6. 

(2) Memo. No. '2, Pub. No.' li. 

(3) Members of the Legislature State of Oregon, 1860 — 1949. 

Central African Archives, Salisbury, Southern Rhodesia. 

Gold and the Gospel in Maskonaland, edited by C. E. Fripp and 
V. W. Hiller,. 1949. 

Union .of South Africa, Ca/pe Town. 

Archives Year Book for South African History, 1946 — 48. 

The Commonwealth National Library, Canberra. 

(1) Annual Catalogue of Australian Pubs. 

(2) Select List of Representative works dealing with Australia. 

(3) Books published in Australia. List of Books supplied to the 

National Library, Canberra, under copyright. 

(4) Select list of Books added (monthly). 

(5) Australian Public Affairs Information Service : Subject Index 

to current Literature. 

m 

(6) Trends in Archival Administration by White. 

Public Library of South Australia, Adelaide. 

Annual Report of the Libraries Board of South Australia, July 1944 — 
June 1948. 

Mauritius Archives, Mauritius. 

(1) Memorandum of books printed in Mauritius and registered in 

the Archives office during the quarter ended 31st March, 
1949, 

(2) Mauritius Archives Photostatic Series, No. 1. 
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THE HISTORICAL EXHIBITION 


Descriptive list of Historical Manuscripts, 
Paintings, Seals &. Coins Etc., exhibited at 
Cuttack in connection with the Twentysixth 
Session of the Indian Historical Records 
Commission &. the Twelfth Session of the 
Indian History Congress. 

24th to 2!>th December, 1949. 



hinted by M, A Hadr, at the Lakshmi iforayan Press, Cuttack — 1945. 





PREFACE 


The historical exhibition organised in connection with the annual 
sessions of the Indian Historical Records Commission at different centres 
in India is an important feature of the sessions. In the exhibition not 
only the records but many other exhibits such as coins, seals, copper- 
plates, photographs of stone inscriptions etc., are included from different 
parts of India, and a special stress is given to the exhibits of the area where 
the sessions meet. The duration of the exhibition is very short and the 
visitors even do not -find time to see all the exhibits, and hence the 
necessity of the printing of this catalogue which serves the purpose of 
a permanent Hand Book for the histotians for further study act 
leisure. 

At the request of the Secretary, Indian Historical Records 
Commission, Central and Provincial Governments and many institutions 
of India have lent their exhibits to make this exhibition a success. But the 
local response in Orissa has been considerable. This catalogue will show 
that many new exhibits have come to light from private possessions. The 
collection of the Utkal University is most important among the 
collections of Orissa and it suggests that a proper search will bring to 
light many historical materials. 

The documents belonging to Moghal and Maratha periods 
exhibited from the Record Room of the Collector of Cuttack are 
very important for the history of Orissa* So far no Moghal Farman 
was known from Orissa but such a document was found in the 
Collector’s Record Room. 

The Government of Orissa has been pleased to prepare suitable 
showcases for the occasion for proper display of exhibits, and all the 
District Magistrates also, have co-operated fully in collecting exhibits 
even from private sources. Sri S. C. De. B. A (Hons.) D. Ed., the 
Curator of the National Archives, and Pandit Sadasiva Rath Sarma, 
the Research Assistant of the Utkal University, and many others 
&a$e s rendered valuable service in selecting exhibits from various 
sources and we offer out best thanks tothemalL 


Cuttack, 

2142 - 49 . 


G. S. DAS, 

P. ACHARYA, 




THE HISTORICAL EXHIBITION 


DESCRIPTIVE LIST OF EXHIBITS 

I— Exhibits from the National Archives of India 

The Exhibits displayed in this Collection have been arranged 
into three different groups 

I. Containing Documents or their photographic copies illustrating 
some aspects of history of Orissa from 1770 to 1862 particularly 
in its relation to the British Power in India ; 

II. Including Documents of more or less general interest, or their 
photographic copies throwing light on some of the significant 
episodes in the history of India from 1757 to 1911 ; and 

III. Containing specimens illustrating different methods of repair, 
preservation and reproduction of documents and books. 

I. In the First Croup have been- included several documents in 
(Sriya (Nos. 8, 9, 10 and 11) which would help to throw interesting 
side lights on the Oriya language jand the script as they were in 
use in the early 19th century. Special mention may be made of 
No. 7 A, which gives a vivid picture of the political condition of 
Orissa at the time of its cession to the British Power and of No. 12 
a Sanskrit address which reveals the immediate reaction of an 
important section of the public in the ceded area to the new 
change* Of particular interest to the anthropologist will l>e the 
items 17, 25 and 26 all throwing light on the practices of homicide 
ahd rites of human sacrifice obtaining among certain aboriginals 
domiciled in Orissa*. 

II. Among the documents arranged in the -Second Group of particular 
interest are several original Persian fetters among which figure two 
letters from Nana Fartiavis ( Nos. 28 and 31 ), one from Tipu Sultan 
Snddtie from Maharaja Ran jit Singh. Equally interesting is an 
autograph Qasida of the distinguished poet Ghalib dated circa 
1847 (No. 42). The students of the history of Indian press will find 
interest in the representation made on 5th January 1885, against 
the Press' regulations of l823 by the prominent citizens of Calcutta 
(No. 38). Among other significant documents are Lord Dalhousie’a 
minute on Women’s Education- in India ( No. 43 ) and Lord 
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Auckland’s minute on the promotion of Education in India 
( No. 41 ), both being landmarks in the cultural history of 
the land. 

The exhibits marked with asterisks in both the groups are 
original documents, tly rest being photographic copies. 

I— DOCUMENTS RELATING TO ORISSA 

1» Minutes of the President ( John Cartier ) of the Select Committee 
recommending that the negotiations with Janoji Bhohsla for the 
cession of Orissa be suspended pending the arrival of the Commi- 
ssioners appointed by the Court of Directors This Minute ( with- 
out date and signature ) was adopted at a Committee meeting held 
on 9 May 1770. 

( Sel. Com. 1770, pp. 291-296) 

2. Letter dated 3 April 1775 from the Governor and Council of 
Madras to Governor General and Council, Fort William forward- 
ing copies of applications ( date not mentioned ) for military assist- 
ance from Nizam Ali Khan and his Minister and recommending the 
occupation of Cuttack as a measure of defence against Madhoji 
Bhonsla of Nagpur. Bears original signature of the Governor. 

( Sec. Cons. 24 April 1775 Nos, 3-5 ) 

3. Draft Minute of the Governor General (date not mentoined) suggest- 
ing an application to the Raja of Berar for the grant of a piece of 
land near Point Palmyras, Orissa, for the purpose of erecting a fort 
for the protection of shipping. 

( Sec. Cons. 17 Oct. 1776 No. 1 ) 

4« List of mail stages between Calcutta and Jagannath (Puri) upon the 
proposed new route via Jaleswar in 1790- From Mr. C. Cockerell 
Post Master General, Calcutta, dated 28 April 1790 to Lord 
Cornwallis. 

( Home Pub. Cons. 30 April 1790 No. 1 ) 

Letter dated 28 April 1790 from Mr. C. Cockerell, Post Master 
General to Government of India giving a comparative statement 
ofjthe cost of carrying the mails by the existing and the proposed 
route Between Calcutta and Ganjam in 1790 Original. • 

( Home Pub- Cons, 39 April 1290 No. K ) 



6 . Letter dated 25th June 1792, from Lt. Col. R. Kyd, to Mr. Edward 
Hay, Secretary to Government of India, regarding proposal for 
relief of famine refugees migrating from Cuttack to Calcutta by 
employing them in construction work near Chowringhee. 

( Home Pub. Cons. 27th June 1792 No. 9 ). 

*7. Treaty of peace (in English, Marathi & Persian) concluded on 
17th December 1803 between the East India Company and Raghuji 
Bhonsla regarding the cession to the Company of the Province ©f 
Cuttack including the Port and District of Balasore. ■ Bears 
signatures of Lord Wellesley and Jeswant Rao Ramchandra on the 
part of Raghuji Bhonsla ( in duplicate one in scroll). 

( Treaty No. 34 C. &. D. ) 

®7'A> Notes on the Feudatory and Tributary States in and petty frontier 
States of the Province of Cuttack at the time of its cession by the 
Raja of Berar, 1803 ( date and author not known ). 

( Foreign Miscellaneous No. 120 ). 

8. Oriya copy of a letter ( date not mentioned ) from the Raja of 
Boad to the English Commissioner at Cuttack stating that he 
would acknowledge no authority other than the English as his 
overlord. 

( Pers. R. 23 April 1804 No. 218 '). 

8-A. English translation of the above. 

( Sec. Cons. 12 July 1804 No. 218 ) 

9. Oriya copy of a letter ( date not mentioned ) from the Raja of 
Sonepur complaining about the encroachment of Shankar Babu 
and the people of Boad on his territory and placing his country 
and himself under the protection of the British Government. 

( Pers. R. 6 May 1804 No. 236 ) 

9*A."Iinglisii translation of the above. 

■ ■ ( Sec. Cons, 12 July No. 193 ) 

10. Oriya copy of a letter (date not ^ mentioned ) from’the Raja of 
Boad explaining the Sonepur refugees’ presence in his territory 
and defends his claim to the estate of Pacherah claimed by 

Sonepur.-::;. .. ' • 

( Pers. R. 13 June No. 283 ) 

10-A< Eng lish translation of the above. 

( Sec. Cons. 5 July 1804 No. 65 ). 



Oriya copy of a letter (date not mentioned) to Raja Bisharqbar 
Deo of Boad reminding him of his agreement of 3 March 1804 
prohibiting any change or occupation of territory without sanction 
of Government. 

( Pers. R 13 June 1804 No. 284 ). 

11- A. English translation of the above. 

( Sec. Cqtis* 5 July 1804 No. 66 ). 

12. Complimentary address in Sanskrit ( date not mentioned ) by the 
Nayaka of the 36 holy offices and other inhabitants of Puri to 
Lord Wellesley eulogizing the Governor-General and the British 
rule in India. Bears original signatures of the signatories- 

( Pers. R 24 July 1804 No. 345 ) 

13. Translation of a petition presented by Ram Shankar Bhartee 

received on' 22 April 1806. The petitioner set out the dispute 
between his sect, the Swamis and the Byragees, both claiming the 
superintendence and management of the Jagannath Temple at Puri 
and asked foT the intervention of Government. ( Date and the 
person to whom the petition was addressed not known ). _ 

- - - ... (Pol Cons. 31 July J806 No. 63 ). 

14. Letter from Mr. C. Buller, Member, Board of Revenue to the 
Governor-General in Council, Fort William, dated 11 Dec. 
1810 forwarding copy- of a letter from Maharaja Sookmoy Roy, 
Calcutta regarding his donation towards the construction of the 
road from Calcutta to Jagannath ( Puri ). His proposals were 
accepted by the Governor-General and the privileges accorded him 
in consequence. 

(Pol. Cons. 7 Jan. 1811 No. 54) 

*15. A memorial of Mr. Andrew Duncan dated? Feb. 1812 to Lord 
Minto in continuation of his report dated 30 Nov. 1811 
on his experiments on the iron ores of Birbhum, Balasore 
and the adjoining districts’ hill tracts. His proposal to set up a 
factory at Howrah for casting and forging of iron was rejected by 
the Governor-General on economic grounds.. THs consultation, 
contains coloured illustration of the proposed iron foundry and 
its estimated cosfc • .... 

( Home Pub. Cons. 21 Feb. 1812 No. 43 ) 

16. Miautfe of the.SSfl* ©f Moira, Governor-General dated 26 April 
1817 or appointment of a Military Commissioner in Cuttack. 

( Pol, Cons* 26 April No* 1 .) 



17. Report from. Major Gilbert, Political Agent in Sambalpur and 
South Bihar dated 27 April 1824 to Mr. G. Swinton, Secretary to 
Govt., Political Department on the recovery, of the image of “Paharee 
Devi” from Koonwar Aujumber Sing of Seraikela and its 
restoration to Raja Ghanashyam Sing of Singbhum and Govern' 
ment’s acceptance of his proposals for the gradual extinction of the 
practice among the Coles of putting to death suspected sorcerers— 
Original. 

( For. Pol. Cons. 4 Jane 1824 Nos. 16, 18 ) 

18. Report to Mr. Mackenzie, Secretary to Govt* in the Territorial 
Department, Fort William, dated 11 March 1825 from Mr. William 
Blunt, Commissioner, Cuttack, on the subject of the unauthorised 
assumption of “the title and state of Raja” by several landholders 
of the Contai Division and his proposals to restrain the abuse. 

( For. Pol Cons. 4 Nov. 1825 No. 84 ) 

*19 Treaty ( in English and Dutch ) between the British and the Nether- 
lands Governments concluded on 4 June 1825 for the transfer of 
Balasore to British possession. Bears seals of the contracting parties. 

( Treaty No. 104 A ( d ). 

2Q. Twenty gems found by the diamond searchers of Sambalpur sent 
by Major Gilbert, Political Agent in Sambalpur and South Bihar to 
. the Government on 30 Dec, 1825. . 

. ... { Pol. Cons. 6 Jan. 1826 No. 44 ) 

*21 Copy of an “Account-Geographical, Statistical and Historical 
of Orissa proper or Cuttack” drawn up by Mr. A. Stirling of the 
Civil Service while he was employed at Cuttack ( 1817-18 ). 

It was printed at the Serampo're Press. 

( For. Pol. Cons- 6 Jan 1826 No. j6 ) 

22.. ^Autograph, Minute of Lord Auckland, Governor-General dated 

fl * o# gtiWP 4S838^oa-' the affairs and management of Jagannath 

Temple, Purl. 

- ---- - -( Land Rev. G, •G’i-GSna«ep. I893 No. 5 ): 

23. . Repott dated 14 Oct. 1839 from Capt. G, Vallancey, Assistant 
General Superintendent of the. suppression of the Thugs, to Major 
W r , H* ; Sleeman on the murders perpetrated between Cuttack and 
Ganjam district by the Thugs who were alleged to be , the Parana 
of the Jagannath Temple or persons in disguise o£ Pandas and the 
arrest of some of them. 


( For. Pol, Cons. 22 Jan, No, 78 ), 



24. Granting of bait a in 1848 to the Khurdah and Balasote Paife Compa- 
nies for their operations with the field force in Angul. Original 
letter from Mr. F # Gouldsbury dated 1 July 1848 to the Secretary 
to the Government. Foreign Department, forwarding copy of a 
letter dated 1 July 1848 from Lt. Dinsdale. 

( For. Pol. Cons. 30 D e c. 1848 Nos. 254-55. ) 

25. Reports from Capt. J. Mac Vicar, Offg. Agent, Orissa Hill Tracts, 
1855 to the Govt, of India on the prevalence of the Jmnah ( human 
sacrifice ) in Bustar and Baligoeda and the preventive measures 
suggested by him. 

( Home Pub. Cons. 16 March 1855 Nos. 36-37 and 
(20 April 1855 Nos. 76-78) 

26. A special narrative dated 20 Sept. 1862 of the Khond and Hill 
Oriya tribes and of the Meriahs ( victims of the rite of human 
sacrifice ) by Mr. A. Eden, Offg. Secy. Government of Bengal. 

( For. Cenl-A, Oct 1862 No. 1 ) 

II— DOCUMENTS OF GENERAL INTEREST. 

•27. Map of Calutta, 1757. 

•28. Letter in Persian ( without date ) from Nana Farnavis to the 
Governor-General, Sir John Macpherson, requesting him to send 
military assistance to the Peshwa and the Nizam against Tipu 
Sultan. Bears the seal of Nana Farnavis. 

( Pers. OR 9, 14 Nov. 1785 ). 

*29. Letter in Persian ( without date ) from the Mughal Emperor, 
Shah Alam Sani, to Lord Cornwallis, requesting his Lordship to 
order English troops stationed at Daranagar to attack . the mahals 
of the rebel Ghulam Qadir Khan who was bent on ruining his 
kingdom, so that die mischief-monger’s attention might be directed 
to the protection of his own interest as well as urging on his 
Lordship to repair to the royal presence immediately. Bears the 
Emperor’s own hand-writing in pencil at the top. 

,, . ( Pets. OR 503, 4 Oct. 1787 ). 

*30, Letter in Persian ( without date ) from Tipu Sultan iii reply to 
Lord Cornwallis’s offer to, send to the Sultan’s camp the corpse of 
.Bahadur Khan who fell fighting gallantly at Bungalote, say ing that 
die body might be handed over to local Mussalmans for burial* 
Seats the seal of the Sultan. „ .. 

' ( Pers. OR 78, 23 Mar. 1791 ). 



31. Letter in Persian (without date) from Nana Farnavi* to Sir 
John Shore, reporting the death of the Peshwa, Madho Rao II, on 
13th Rabius-Sani 1210 A* H. ( 27 Oct. 1795 ) as a result of injuries 
sustained by him from a fall. Bears his seal. 

( Pers. OR 353, 23 Nov. 1795 ). 

32. Letter in Persian ( without date ) from Raja Bhim Singh of Jodhpur 
,to Lord Wellesley promising not to give protection in his country 
to Wazir Ali Khan and his associates, the murderers of Mr. Cherry. 
Bears the seal of the Raja. 

(Pers. OR 174, 1 July 1790). 

33. TVo seal impressions of the Viceroy of Pegu. 

( Pers. 19 Jan. 1804 No. 43. ) 

W 

34. Proclamation ( in Persian, Oriya and Hindi ) by Lt.-Col. George 
Harcourr, Commissioner of Cuttack, 1804 to all Rajas, Zamindars, 
Patwaris, Amils, Tehsildars etc., to maintain peace in view of the 
'treaty concluded among the Company, the Nizam, the Peshwa and 
Raja Raghuji Bhdnsla in Dec. 1803* 

( Pers. OR 25 Jan. 1804 No. 49 ) 

35. Letter in Persian ( without date ) from Maharaja Ranjit Singh of 
Lahore to Lord Minto, stating that in accordance with his 
Lordship’s instructions he would accord every possible assistance 
to Mr. Elphinstone when he would pass through his dominions on 
bis way back from Peshawar. Bears the seal of the Maharaja. 

(Pers. OR 400, 28 July 1809.) 

36. Declaration of war addressed by the Governor-General in Council 
to. the king of' Burma dated 24 Feb. 1824 and proclamation of 
war aims. Bears the initial of Lord Amherst 

( Sec. Cons. 5 March 1824 ^os. 1-2) 

S , I 7 ) hr *" f $ * 4? \ f tm 0 H 

37. Holograph Minute of' Lord William Behtinck dated 20 Oct. 1834 
on the constitution and improvement of the Indian Army. 

( Pol. Ooty 24 Oct. 1834 f) 



38. Petition presented to the Governor-General on 5 Jan. 1835 by 
a 'group of prominent British and Indian citizens of Calcutta 
praying for the repeal of Adam’s Press Regulations of 1823 
and its reply, 

( Pub, Cons. 6 Feb. 1835 Nos. 38-39 ) 

39, Warrant of appointment dated 15 June* 1835’of the Hon’bleT. B. 
Macaulay to the Indian Law Commission. Bears initials of 
Sir Charles Metcalfe, Offg. Governor General and the 
Members of the Council. 

( Home Jud. Cons. 15 June 1839 No, 3 ) 

40* The Act dated 17 August 1835 providing for the issue of new 
silver and gold coins, regulating their weighty standard 
and device and empowering the Governor General in Council 
to direct the coining and issue and prescribe the device 
of copper coins. 

( Legis. Cons. 17 Aug. 1835 No. 1 ) 

' 1 k * ’ , * , ** 'j ' 

*41. Autograph Minute of Lord Auckland, Governor-General dated 
24 Nov. 1839 on the promotion of education in India 
( Governor General’s Pub. Cons. 24 Nov. 1839 No. 10 ) 

42. Ghalib’s Qasida in praise of Lord Hardinge in original on 

the occasion of the conquest of the Punjab. 

( Pers. OR. 1847 ) 

43. Minute of Lord Dalhousie, Governor General dated 1 Apr. 1850 
on the promotion of Wemen’s education in India — Copy. 

( Home Pub. Cons. 11 Apr. 1850 No. 74) 

o44. , Prices .current in Bengal a hundred years ago — being the Kali 
Puja accounts, Nov. 1850, of Badu Gopi Mohan Bose, Bowbazar, 
Calcutta. This document was presented to the National Archives 
of India by Mr. S. N. Bose, Advocate, Delhi in 1948. 

45. Proclamation issued on 1 Nov. 1858 by Queen Victoria to the people 
of India on assumption of the Govt, of India. 

J Home Pub. Cons. 5 Nov. 1858 No. 2 ) 

46. Original Despatch from the Secretary of State for India, dated 1 
Nov. J911, regarding the transfer of the capital from Calcutta to 
■Delhi acta the administrative changes following, 

( Pub. Cons. B Nov. 1919 K. W. to No. 34 ) 



Ill— SPECIMENS ILLUSTRATING METHODS OF PRESERVING 
AND REPAIRING DOCUMENTS, BOOKS ETC 


47. Manuscript illustrating the evil effect of repairing document with 
white tracing paper. The tracing paper was subsequently pealed off 
and the document repaired with chiffon. 

{ Home Department Public 9th October, 1806 No. 35 ) 

48. Speckneh of repair with chiffon. 

( Home Department Public. Cons. 25 June 1788. No. 3 ) 

49- Document Laminated with cellulose Acetate foil ( Done by the 
National Archives, Washington, U. S. A. in 1940 ). 

(O. C. 2nd June 1825, No. 25 ) 

50. Specimen showing corrosive action of ink on paper and its repair 
with chiffon, 

( Home Department Public. No. 17 June 27, 1792 ). 

51. Specimen of Half Margin repair. 

( Foreign Deptt. Sec- Corresp. 5th March, 1824 ) 

52* Specimen of repairing a worm-eaten, document with Japanese 
tissue paper. 

( Foreign Deptt. Polt. Corresp. 14 Oct. 1825 ) 

53. Specimen of repairing an old water colour painting of a white 
elephant found in South India. 

54. A fine specimen of inlaying work. 

( The Annals of the College of Fort William 1800-1819. ) 

55. A Card Board containing A 35 mm’ microfilm Positive 
Copy— 100 ft- roll. Carton Boat. 



II— Exhibits from the Combined Inter-services Historical 

Section, Simla* 

1. ITALIAN PROPAGANDA LEAFLET FOR INDIAN TROOPS- 
This is a specimen of Italian leaflets dropped on Indian troops 
fighting in North Africa, The present exhibit was dropped on 
21st August 1942 at 6. 30 P.M. An English translation made in the 
field is also attached. 

2. CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN THE AXIS POWERS, THE 
MUFTI OF JERUSALEM AND PRIME MINISTER RASHID 
ALI OF IRAQ— 

These are photostat copies of the captured documents in 
German,' French and Italian with their English renderings* 
and bear on the relations between the Middle East countries 
.and the Axis powers. These letters might well serve as basic 
original sources for researches in the history of diplomacy, 

3. WAR DEPARTMENT FILE ON LEASE-LEND- GENERAL 
POLICY— 

Contains a Military Finance Department memorandum entitled 
“Lease-Lend and Reciprocal Lease-Lend” which summed up 
in a dozen paragraphs the theory and practice of mutual aid 
between USA and India, The memorandum seems to have been 
drafted sometime early in 19 44. 

4* AMERICAN SUPPLY PROGRAM— A volume in the series of 
pamphlets issued by United States Forces Supply of Services 
( China-Burma-India : Headquaters,.New Delhi). . 

Contains aft account of administration of logistics so far as 
the United States Forces in India were concerned. In the summary 
at the end is an appreciation of India’s Reciprocal Aid. 

5. REPORT OF THE INTER-SERVICES STORES PRESERVATION 
ORGANIZATION FOR 1944-47. 

Contains useful information regarding microbilogical 
damages caused to stores undet the control of War Department 
and may prove of value to Curators of Antiquities and Ancient 
Manuscripts, 

6. Translation of minutes of a conference held in Goering’s special 
train in ROME on 30th Nov. 42 affecting Axis situation in NORTH 
AFRICA (Flag ‘A’). 



7. A memorandum by Mr. Winston Churchill on artillery tactics 
circulated to Commanders of 4th Indian Division and 5th, 
7th and 1 1th Indian Infantry Brigades ( Flag ‘B’ )• 

8* A German document, being diagram of Artillery— Air Cooperation 
on the Libyan front ( Flag ‘C’ ). 

9. A letter from Commander 8th Army to. Commander 4th Indian 
Division, throwing light on the sudden change of command when 
General Ritchie replaced General Cunningham (Flag ‘E’). 

10. An exchange of signals i. e. cipher messages between General 
Auchinleck and Commander 4th Indian Divisioa, typical of 
messages generally exchanged in the field ( Flag t F ). 

11. A document throwing light on G (R) Activities L e, British Fifth 
Column (Flag *G’). 

12. A chart showing the position of an Indian Infantry Brigade during 
the defence of Tobruk in June 1942 (Flag ‘I’) 

13. Intelligence Summary issued by 4th Indian Division in the field 
(Cyrenaica) being typical of hundreds of such summaries issued 
(weekly, or oftener) to keep the officers informed of happenings 
outside the division (Flag ‘J’). 

14. Japanese Internment Camps forms required to be filled in by the 
Prisoners of War. 

15. The N. G O. Cover which holds all most secret correspondence in 
war time. 

16. Censored letters. 

17. Formation of an Indian Army Medical Crops— proceedings (and 
other papers) of the special Committee assembled in Feb-Mar. 1943. 

18. Letters from General Tucker to General Honocks— Apprehensive 
that DrvIS' fd be relegated to peaceful theatre of war. 

19. War Diary of 14 Ind I'd Amb. 

20. War Diary of 2/7 Rajput Regiment. 

Mbps and Charts. 

to 

1. FOUR COLLECTIONS DEPICTING : 

(1) The Formation Signs of the Indian Army before partition ; 

(2) Formation Signs of the Indian States before partitiofi ; 

(3) Formation Signs of different Indian Brigades ; and ' 

(4) Miscellaneous Formation Signs relating to Indian Army* 



"The first two collections are original drawings in colour. 
The other two are photo-prints. 

2. A chart of Air/Ground recognition symbols developed and used by 
Indian Forces in the PERSIA-IRAQ Command ( Flag ‘D’ ). 

3. Map showing Retreat from Burma— April 1942. 

4 . Map showing Advance into Burma — 1944- 

5. Map showing operations in North Burma — Feb- June *43. 

6 Burma Campaign— 26 Dec 44 to 15 Aug 45 (Advance to Icrawaddy). 

Photographs. 

1. 5.5 Howiteer guns shelling Monte Goracce, Italy, during night. 

2. Punjabi patrol moves across a stream under smoke cover, Lili 
Valley Sector, Italy. 

3. A view of the Monastery, Monte Cassino, Italy— July 44. 

4- A NstSfcse Board making the boundary of the little republic of San 
Marin©, Italy, Sept 44- 

5. R.' I. A. F. pilot snapped between the guns of his aircraft, Assam. 

6. Jap petrol dump aflame after direct hit, Mandalay, Burma. 

7. Vultee Vengeanc Aircrafts, RIAF, in formation flight over Arakan 
Coast, Burma, May 44 

8* Paratroops landing at Elephant Point, Rangoon, May 45. 

9 Jap surrender, Rangoon. 

10. 5 lnd Div sentries guard Japs outside their HQ, Singapore. 

11. Gurkhas charge with kukris and bayonets a Jap post, blinded by 
• smoke grenade, Pagan Area, Burma 

12. Men of F.F Regt, charge burning remnants of Seywa during drive 
on Meiktila, Burma. 

13. Troops move through Seywa during drive on Meiktila. 

14. Indian Troops ready to stop any Jap to escape from burning Seywa. 

15. Sikh patrol amongst burning buildings, Pagan Area, Burma. 

16. Sikh patrol charges Jap foxholes, Pagan Area, Burma. 

17* A depth charge k^plodes during an anti-submarine fight, Eastern 
Burma. 

18. Choking dust cloud round a tank with Infantry escort moving up 
on Tamandu, Burma. 

19. Allied Tanks enter Benghazi, Cyrenaica, North Africa, Nov. 42. 



20. Troops tale position in a ruined building, Lama Peligna, Italy . 

21. Prisoners are taken, after streetfighting, Lama Peligna, Italy. 

LL Sikhs on patrol in snow, Torlcella, Italy, March 44. 

Nos. 3, 4, 9, 10, 19, 20, 21, 22 will be 10 xl-2sise, - rest 15 x 12 

III — Exhibits from the Department of Historical and 
Antiquarian Studies, Government of Assam /> 

41) Photograph of rages from an old Assamese manuscript chronicle 
describing an embassy deputed by the Assam king Dihingia Raja 
( A. D. 1497-1539 ) to Raja Bikramsen of- . Orissa, a patron and 
devotee of the Jagannath temple at Puri. There .is -a* description 
alsp’. of . the war between Bikramsen . and Naxirjit^Raja, ruler of 
Malo. ' f • v .* r ,,'j . 

(2) • Photograph of pages from an. old Assamese manuscript history 

of VaiSnava saints containing an. exposition of the -opinion that a 
Chandala is superior to a Brahmin. 

(3) Photograph of the commencing page of an old Assamese manuscript 
chronicle describing miscellaneous historical events- The page 

* contains -be^edlpfop; .wjprds testing, [to-. Hindu gock, and also an 
Arabic couplet 

14) Photograph of a page of an Assamese chronicle describing the 

invasion of Assam by r Mir Jumla, the Moghal general, The story on 

this page records Mir Jumla’s settlement, while near the Ahom 

capital, of the rival claim of motherhood made by two women 

over a child. Mir Jumla’s solution of the dispute was almost like 

that of king Solomon as related in the Bible, 1. Kings, iii. 16-2$. 

* m 

I V-— Exhibits from Assam Provincial Museum, 

Gauhati, Assam. 

1.' A new set of copper-pMe inscription of Vanamalavarmadeva 
an illustrious King of ancient Kamarupa of the 9th century 

A.D.:- 

It consists of three plates with the seal of the King attached. 
This is the second set* of the Copper-plate Inscription of Vanamala. 
The first set which was found more than hundred years ago .and 
edited in the Journal of the e AsMtifc Society of Bengal, Vfel, IX, 
1840, is no longer available ahfd as ‘•such the" vaiue of th& newly 
discovered set is con&d'&abK’ 1 • - This ' set' ’ waif discovered in 



Parbatia village near Tespur in Darrang district. The inscrip- 
tions have been deciphered by Sjt. P. D. Chaudhury, M. A-, B. L, 
Curator, Assam Provincial Museum and a short historical note 
on the plates by Sjt. Chaudhury has been published in the EDU- 
CATIONAL FORUM of Hindusthan Standard and a detailed 
article with facsimile will appear in the EPIGRAPHIA INDICA 
in due course. This newly discovered set has cleared up the 
doubt as sustained by Late Pandit Padma Nath Vidyabinode 
regarding Bhagadatta’s acquisition of second Kingdom known as 
UPARIPATT ANA (hilly regions adjacent to PRAGJYOTISHA). 
in addition to that of PRAGJYOTISHA, this inscription has 
proved beyond doubt that after the death of Naraka his son 
Bhagadatta became the King of PRAGJYOTISHA and Vajradatta 
brother of Bhagadatta acquired the Kingdom of UPARIPATTANA 
through the favour of Mahadeva. 

Further this Copper-plate clearly mention the name of Harjara- 
varman’s father as Salambha and not Pralambha as has hitherto 
been known and the name of Harjara’s wife has been given here 
as Srimangala and not SrimattaTa or Mangalasri as previously 
known. * 

It has been stated here that a village called Haposa has been 
granted to a Brahmin named Curamoni by the King. 

This set, it may be added, has created great interest among the 
learned scholars including Dr. N P. Chakravarty, Director General 
of Archaeology in India who has been good enough to send certain 
valuable suggestions to Curator Chaudhury who is now editing the 
plates. " ... 

2, Three leaves of BHAKTI RATNAKAR written in Sanskrit on 
Sanchi bark by Mahapurusha Sri Sri Sankaradeva of the 15th 
century A. D. 

This is the only Puthi ( manuscript ) written in Sanskrit by 
Sri Sri Sankardeva. This Puthi is now in possession of His Holiness 
Sri Satyahash Goswami the Adhikar Gossain of Jakhalabandha 
Nowgong, Assam. Sjt. Goswami is now engaged in a comparative 
study of different copies of this manuscript and cherishes & strong 
belief that this manuscript is written'by Sankardeva With his own 
hand. The writings are really very’ neat and artistic and attract 
the attention of the Educationists. 

. At the request of Sjt. P. D. Chaudhur y, Curator, Assam Provincial 
Museum, with ^assurance being given that the leaves would be 
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returned to Kim as soon as done with his Holiness has been pleased 
to part with those few leaves for their display in the exhibition of 
the Indian Historical Records Commission. 

3* Three leaves from the illustrated manuscript BHAGAWAT 
Book X. This copy was made in Saka 1687 or 1765 A D. 

, Subject It describes the birth and exploits of Sri Krisnaand also 
the miracles performed by him. 

Author Sri Sri Sankar dev a. 

Place of deposit The Library of Kamarupa Anusandhan Samity, 
The pictures which depict the exploits and miracles of Sri Krisna 
are in water-colours and have retained their brilliance up to the 
present time. 

V— Exhibits from the Historical Records Office, East Punjab; 

Simla. 

1. Tarikh-i-Punjab ( Vol. I St II) 

Author Ghulam Mohiyyud-din Buteshah of Ludhiana. 

Date r— 1840-1842 A. D. 

A chronicle of the reign of Maharaja Ranjit Singh from 1817-38. 

2. ' Tuzuk-i-Timuri. 

Translation of an illuminated and illustrated manual of state 
craft drawn by Gurgan. 

3. Darbar Akhbar ( Vol. I & II ) 

Chronicle of day to day events at the Court of Maharaja 
Ranjit Singh. 

Date, :-T-17th Besakh— 6th Asuj, 1895 B. E. 

(Corresponding to April-September, 1838 A D.) 

Scribe Lala Kanhya Lai. Vakil of Sardar Nihal Singh af 
Kapurthalla. _ * • » ■ 

4. Gulab Nama. , 

A contemporary narration of the remarkable career and 
achievements' of Maharaja Gulab Sing of Jammu and Kashmir. 
Author Dewan Kirpa Ram, son of Dewan Jawala Sahai, 
prominent fuctionary of Maharaja Gulab Singh. 

Date : — 1857 A. D. ' 

5. Shah Nama Firdausi. 

A beautifully illuminated and profusely illustrated copf, 



Date .-—Copied in the 16th reignal year of ' Shah Alam II 
( Corresponding to 1773 A. D. ) 

6. Travels in Central Asia. 

Original manuscript record of journey from Peshawar to 
Bokhara, Khokand,Balfch and Ladakh etc, with detailed information 
about various stages , mileage, important towns, forts and political 
condition of the countries on the way. 

Author An European Traveller. 

Date : — 1866-1868 A. D. 

7. Zia-ul-Shamas. 

Random accounts of certain outstanding personalities during the 
Sikh period. 

Author Nawab Sher Ali of Kapurthalla. 

Date Safar 1255 A. H. ( Corresponding to 1839 A. D. ) 

8* Iqbal Nama-i-Jahangiri. 

A beautifully illuminated year to year account of the Emperor 
Jahangir (1605-1627). 

Author :— Mu’tmid Khan, a courtier of Emperor Jahangir. ■ 
Scribe:— Tota Ram who copied it at the instance of Sheikh 
Ghulam Mohiyyud-qd-din, Nizam of Kashmir. 

Date : — 1843 A. D. 

9. Tarikh-i-Ferishta ( Vol. I St. II ). 

Celebrated history of the Kingdom of Delhi under the Moghals 
and other important provincial Muslim dynasties. 

Author : — Qasim Ferishta Astrabadi. 

Date : — 1217 A. D. ( Corresponding to 1802 A. D. ). or the 4th 
'reignal year of Shaha Alam II. 

10. Matla-uI-Saidain. 

A contemporary history of Amir Timur of Gorgan. ( Sahib Qiran). 
Author Abd^hRazak hin Ashaq Samarqandi. 

Scribe :— Mtilla Ihrahim Astrabadi. 

.Date 1083 A Du>( Corresponding to 1672 A. D, ) 

11. Zafar Nama Sahib Qiran. ~ 

A comprehensive history of Timur of (Gotgan Sahib Qiran). 
Author.:— Sharaf-ud-din. 

P®L e: ~ Ramzar V 39th reignal year of Shah Alam ILX Correspond' 
ing to A« D. ) '* ’ • 



12. Nasab Nama Qutub Shahi. 

Dynastic history of the Qutab Shahi Branch of the Bahmini 
Kingdom of the s 0 uth in Persian poetry. 

Author Moulana Farashi Safar of Shiraz. 

Scribe Jugal Kishore, son of Fateh Chand- 
Date:— 1151 A. H. ( Corresponding to 1741 A D. ) 

13. Geneological Table of Amirs of Sindh* 

Descendants of Abbas the Great of Persia, 

14- Bara Asghand Bhagwat Puran* 

Persian translation of the celebrated Puran depicting the life of 
Lord Krishna. Elegantly inlaid text ; beautifully embellished 
borders and fringes and profusely illustrated. 

Scribe Some brother of Duni Chand at Peshawar. 

Date 1128 A. H* ( Corresponding to 1715 A. D. in the reign of 
Emper.or Farrukh Saiyyar)* 

VI — Exhibits from Government of Patiala and East Punjab 

States Union 

1. Letter from Shah Alam to Maharaja Sahib Singh intimating his 
intention of going on pilgrimage to Rauza Shariff and asking to 
keep one Gun and 200 Muskets for the occasion. Feb. 1798. 

2&3. Two letters written to- Capt. Manuel Deremao, one by General 
Perron and other by Major Louis Bourquien ordering the restoration 
of Tuluqa Gorakhpur to Maharaja Sahib Singh. 

Probable date 1803 A. D. 

4* Wajib-ul-Arz presented by Maharaja Sahib Singh to General 
,‘TLake requesting that the territory, as it was might be allowed to 
remain in fus possession. 

General Lake, at the top of this petition, wrote to -confirm 
the Maharaja in his possessions in recognition of the friendship 
between the two parties. Probable date Feb. 1804 . 

5. Note by Maharaja Ranjit Singh regarding grant of Taluqa of 
Raipur and Gujarwal. ^ Oct. 1807. 

& Murasla from Sir Charles Metcalfe intimating Maharaja Karam 
Singh that the title of “Maharajadhiraj Rajeshwar Maharaja-i* 
Rajgan* conferred on Maharaja Sahib Singh has been renewed to 
him by the Mughal Padishah. June 24, 1813. 
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7. Letter from Lord Minto to Rani As Kaur expressing satisfaction 

at her excellent management of State affairs, as reported by 
Col. D. Ochterlony. Probable date 1813. 

8. Col. D. Ochterlony writing to Kanwar Fateh Singh of Jind to 
make his own arrangement to expel Akali Phula Singh in case he 
creates disturbances : no British force will be sent for the purpose. • 

1814 A. D. 

9. Letter from Mahmood Shah of Herat to Maharaja Karam Singh 
intimating about the' return of his Agent Kafayat Khan from 
Calcutta to his country via Delhi, Patiala and Punjab , and that 

■ he may be duly looked after and entertained on the way. 

Probable date 1827 A. D. 

10 Murasla from Lord Bentinck in respect of the construction and 
repairing of roads passing through the State territory. 

Probable date 1831 A. D 

11. Letter from Lord Auckland to Maharaja Karam Singh intimating 
assumption of charge as Governor-General of India. 

March 7, 1836. 

12. Murasla from Lord Hatdinge to Maharaja Narindar Singh on the 

occasion of his accession to the throne. June 16, 1846. 

13. Holograph letter from H» B. Edwards, Agent Cis-Sutlej States 
instructing Civil Officers between Ambala and Lahore about the 

• salute of gunfire to His Highness, Maharaja Mahendar Singh, 
en route to Lahore to attend the Viceregal Durbar held on 
Oct, 19, 1864. Sept, 24, 1864. 

14. Letter from Lord Mayo thanking His Highness Maharaja Mahender 

Singh for his donation of £ 7,600 to the University College at 
Lahore in commemoration of His Royal Highness the Duke of 
Edinburgh’s visit to India. July 5, 1870, 

15. Holograph letter of His Majesty King George V to His Highness the 
Maharaja of Patiala thanking on behalf of Her Majesty and 
Himself for the generous gift of £ 7,000 on their Silver wedding day. 

July 8, 1918. 

16. < ^Holograph lettet from President Poincare of France expressing hit 

delight at the opportunity to receive and welcome His Highness 
Maharaja Sir Bhupindra Singh and thanking him for his generous 
gift for relieving the sufferings of French people, Aug. 1, 1918* 
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VII— Exhibits from the Rajputana Museum, Ajmer, 

(A) INSCRIPTIONS. 

1. Copy of inscription engraved on two black stone slabs (originally 

found out from Adhai-din-ka-Jhopra Mosque at Ajmer) containing 
portions of the Sanskrit drama called HARAKELl-NAT AKA 
composed by the Chauhan King Vigraharajadeva of Sakambhari. 
The date is recorded as “ Samv at 1210 Marga-Sudi 5 Aditya-dine 
Sravana-nakshatre Makarasthe-Chandre Harshana-yoge ” 
(=1153 A. D.). Regarding this drama (which can be compared to 
Bharavi's “ Kiratarjuniyam )” Dr. Kielhorn remarks “ actual and 
undoubted proof is here afforded to us of the fact that powerful 
Hindu rulers were eager to compete with Kalidasa and Bhababhuti 
for poetical fame.” These slabs are at present displayed in the 
Rajputana Museum, Ajmer (Nos- 252 and 253). 

2. Copy of a stone inscription in 27 lines assignable to the 12th century 
A. D. It contains invocations to Narayana and various other deities 
finally coming to Suryya from whom the Chahamanas are said to 
have there origin. Originally discovered from the Adhai-din-ka 
Jhoprg., this inscription on black stone slab is in the Rajputana 
Museum at present (Rajputana Museum No. 256). 

3* Copy of an inscription (hitherto unknown) of the time of the 
Ghahamana King Prithviraja III. The date is there in the last line 
recorded as Samvat 1234 Chaitra Sudhi 4. Originally attached to 
a well near Barla village in Ajmer-Merwara, this epigraph records 
the construction of a Vapi* It is the earliest known inscription of 
the reign of Prithviraja III (Rajputana Museum No. 1067'. 

• (B) MANUSCRIPT. 

4. Manuscript History of Ajmer "(Rajputana Museum Library 

No. 77). ' ' 

(C) FARMAN. 

5. Copy of a Farman of Mughal Period. 

(D) PAINTINGS- 

6. Paintings representing Prithviraja Chauhan (Rajputana Museum 
No. 1083). 
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7. Portrait of Raja Birbal ( Rajputana Museum No* 487 ). Originally 
a poor Brahman, he was one of the “nine jewels” (Navaratna or 
Nauratna) of the Court of the Mughal Emperor Akbar* Raja 
Birbal was a member of Akbar’s innermost circle of friends 
(Choice friend). Akbar loved to have Birbal by his side so that he 
might enjoy his witty conversation. 

(E) COINS. 

8. 22 old coins and 8 casts of interesting old coins arranged in an 
Exhibition case of the Rajputana Museum, Ajmer : 


Nos. 1—3 

Punch-marked coins; 

Nos. 4 and 5 

Tribal coins ; 

Nos. 6—10 

Indo-Greek coins; 

Nos. 11-13 

Kushan coins ; 

Nos. 14-17 

Coins of Gupta Period ; 

Nos. 18-20 

Mediaeval coins ; 

Nos. 21—25 

Coins of Sultans of Delhi ; 

Nos. 26-30 

Coins of Mughal Emperors. 


VIII— -Exhibits from the Orissa Provincial Museum* 
Bhubaneswar. 

A. Illustrated palm leaf manuscripts— 

1. Gita Govinda containing Sanskrit verses and their Oriya translations 
with multi-coloured illustrations in almost every page. ■ The 
colophon states that the book was written in the Saka year 1608 
( 1686 A. D.) 

2 t Chitra Bandhodaya— an Oriya rhetorical work by Upendra Bhanj 
containing a very large number of multi-coloured illustrations. 

3.' Usha Haran — an Oriya work containing bi-coloured ( black and 
white ) illustrations almost in every page. 

4 Vidagdha Madhab, a Sanskrit drama containing a large number of • 
bi-colouied and also a few specimens of multi-coloured pictures. 

5. Arttatrana— an Oriya bhajan containing multi-coloured pictures. 

6. Arttatrana— by another artist. 

7. Bhagavata containing only illustrations, about 200 in number, with 
their explanations in Oriya. 
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B> Paper manuscripts— 

One bound volume containing the Oriya works Vichitia Ramayan, 
Rasakallola and Padma Purana copied from old palm leaf manus- 
cripts in 1843, 

2, One bound volume containing Oriya works, Jnyana Tika, Padmana 
’ Janma, Ganga Mahatmya and Guna Sagar copied from old palm 
leaf manuscripts in 1843, 

C. Ganjapas — Circular paper cards containing painted figures, one 
complete set* 

D. One Nepalese painting within a glass case, containing the images of 
the Buddhist deities* 

IX — Exhibits from the Record Room of the District 
Collector, Cuttack 


Mughal Period — 

Ahbar's reign (?). 

1. 16 batis of land granted by Raja Bahadur Singh (son of Raja Man 
Singh ? )to one Brahmin Chakradhar Nanda. 

Auranggib 

2. 2 batis of land granted to one Sk* Abdus Salam as M adad-maash 
(Grant of means of subsistence) by Badshah Alamgir for the mainte- 
nance of the donee in the year 1111 A H, (1700-01) 

Shah Alarm. I (1707-12) 

3. 1$ bktfS of land granted by His Majesty Shah Alam to Mahant 
Sib das as Khairat. :i 5 " 

Muhammad Shah. (1715-481 

4. 2 batis and 18 mans of land granted by the Mughal Government 
•to Chaitanya Das Babaji for his maintenance in the year 1156 Amali. 

(1748-49). 

5. 2 batis & 14 mans of land granted by Muhammad Khalil by way of 
Mada&maash on his 20th reignal year (1739 A.D.) 

6. 5 batis of land granted by H. M. Muhammad Shah Ghazi through 
his Nawab Muhammad Taqi Khan to the priest of Jajpur as Madad- 
maash. 
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7. 5 batis of land granted by Muhammad Khan Ghazi * to one Ashan* 
ulia for lighting of the mosque* 

Alamgir 11 (*754'5 q)- 

8. 500 bighas of land granted by H. M. Alamgir II to one Brahmin 
Lacchman Praharaj for his maintenance in the 4th year of his 
accession (1758). 

9. 5 batis of land granted by H. M. Alamgir II as Madad-maash, 
Sk* Allapddin, on his death of his son Ghyasuddin in the year 
1172 AH (1758 A. D.). 

Bengal Natcaib. x 

10. 1 bati and 11/2 gunth of land granted by H. M. Aliwardi Khan to 
one Sham Mohapatra as Khairat. 

Maratha Government. 

11- • 115 batis & 2 mans of land granted by the Maratha Government 
to one Manjuram Das. 

12. 110 batis & 4 mans of land granted by the Maratha Government 
to one Narasingha Rajguru. 

British Period. 

13. Jama of Orissa during the time of the Marathas for the year 1211 
Amali (1804 A. D.). 

14. Statement showing the Jamabandi (rent roll) of Mughulbandi in 
the year 1804- 

15. Detailed list of Jamabandi in the Province of Orissa as fixed in the 
year 1211 Amali (1804)* 

16. Proclamation dated 15-9-1804 of the Commissioners for the affairs 
of Cuttack in Persian and Oriya. 

X~ Exhibits from the Record Room of the Revenue 

i 

Commissioner, Cuttack 

1804 — Instructions for making the Land Revenue settlement of the 
Province of Cuttack— Vol. V. 

m * " "" 

• Muhammad Khan Ghazi may be the same as Sujauddin Muhammad 
Khan who became Naib Nazir of Orissa in 1706 and appointed 
his second son Muhammad Taq! as his Deputy in Orissa. According 
to Sir. J. N. Sirkar, one Muhammad Taqi was the Dewan of 
Orissa in 1664-65* Muhammad Khan may be identified with 
Shujauddin Muhammad Khan who was the Governor of Orissa in 
time of the Mughal emperor Mahamud Shah, 
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15-9-1804— Proclamation of the Commissioners for the affairs of Cuttack 
regarding the plan of land revenue settlement of Cuttack. 
Forms of agreement to be executed by the zamindars, Mukad- 
dams and Renters. 

1804 — Proclamation of Col. Harccfurt and J. Melvill relating to 
collection of revenue. 

21-3-1805 — Proclamation of the Commissioners for the affairs of Cuttack 
relating to rent-free lands— Vol. V &. VI*' 

1805— List of estates of permanently fixed revenue. 

20 3-1805— Captain Mergan’s Memoir relating to Mayurbhanj— Vol. VII. 

1810— Report of the survey of the Province of Cuttack by Lt. Sackville 
for construction of a good military road through Orissa 
containing information on topographical and other matters. 

1813 — Statements relating to ( i ) receipt and expenses of the Jagan- 
nath temple for the year 1811-12-13 ; ( ii ) net revenue derived 
from the tax on pilgrims at Jagannath for the years 1811-12 
and 1812-13 and ( iii ) Comparative statements for the years 
1810-11, 1811-12, ( in loose paper ). 

1814— and 1812-13 and G. G.’s observations thereon. 

1814— List of articles in the store-room or the temple of Jagannath 
taken on 18-9-1813 enclosed with Collector’s letter dated 
13-12-1813 and Commissioner’s dated 25-11-1814. 

1818— R. Ker’s report to G. G. Marquees Hastings K. G. ( 1813-1828) 
on the state of land revenue collection and administration of 
revenue affairs at Cuttack — Vol. 19. 

1818-20— Statements of Customs collected at the Government Custom 
House at Balasore for these years — Vol. 25. 

1829— Transfer of Dutch factory at Balasore to the control of 
E. I. Co., and a cbpy €f ttfe’!Freaty. of ,1824 between the Dutch 
and the English.—! Loose papers. ) 

Relating to their possessions and Commerce in the East Indies. 

1840— A specimen of Robkari— In Oriya and Persian languages. 

1; . Some paper in Bengali script containing the detailed expenses 

of the Jagannath Temple for the Amali Years 1211,1212, 1213 and 
1214 (1804-1807 A. D.) 

2. Report of Mr. W. Trowei ( Collector of Cuttack ) on the causes of 
Khurda rebellion of 1817 A. D. 
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XI — Exhibits from the Record Room of the Collector 
of the District of Balasore. 

1803 — Mr. Earnest’s (Acting Magistrate of Midnapore and Joint 
Commissioner for the affairs of Cuttack) report on the 
Maratha Mehals of Puttaspur, Bhograi. Shawfcunder and 
Camardachar. 

1804-5— Some letters marked secret ( autograph ) written by Lt. Col. 
G. Harcourt to Captain Morgan, Officer Commanding at 
Balasore, relating to an apprehended attack of the Marathas. 
Vol. 2. - 

1831 — Mr. Rickett’s report on the damages caused by hurricane and 
inundation of the 31st October, 1831 in Balasore — Vol. 56. 

1836-37 — Memorandum of H. Rickett (Commissioner of Revenue) 
regarding plan of assessment of land — Vol. 90. 

» Second operation Settlement Report for the year 1835-36 
of the Cuttack Division. 

1838 — A map of the District of Balasore reprinted from the original 
‘ survey map of Balasore as surveyed during the years 1838-42- 

1840-41““ A specimen of the original pergannah map of 1840'41. 

1842 A specimen of Roidad ( Final Settlement Report of 1842 )• 

1S76 — A specimen of the register of Custom dues at Balasore, 1876. 

1878— A specimen of the Register of Port dues at Balasore. 

1875— A specimen of the Register of Import and Export— the 
Coasting trade 1875. 

XII— Exhibit from the Record Room of the 
Collector of Puri 

1, 20-8-1803.— A Persian copy of the Sanad gi anted to Feteh Moham- 

med conferring on him the proprietory right to 5 
perganahs— Copies of Ekrarnama and the Persian 

Kabuliat. 

2. 1858 Ap Oriya copy of the deed executed by the Collector 

of Puri On behalf of the E I. Co. transferring some lands 
with a Sadarjama of Rs. 16,827-4-lOf to the control 
©f the Superintendent of the Jagannath Temple in 
Vie*V bf the cash payment of the same amount. 
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3. 1 ' 86 S 


An English copy of the deed executed by the Collecto- 
of Puli on behalf of the E. I. Co. transferring some 
lands with a Sadarjama of Rs. 23,716-3-9^ to the- 
Superintendent, Jagannath Temple to commutation 
of Annual payment made by the Government for the 
expenses of the Temple. (In continuation of deed 
N 9 . 2 above.) 

XIII— Exhibits from Maha Kosala Historical Society, Bolpur, 
Dist Bilaspur C. P. 


1. A photograph of Sundar Sai of Chauhan Raj family of Sambalput 
Kingdom. 

He is known as Surendra Sai among literary men. He had 
rebelled against the English in order to capture * the vacant throne 
of Chauhan Maharaja of Sambalpur-Athgarh. He was imprisoned, 
blinded and died in confinement. 

2. A single plated copper inscription in Hindi of the time cf Raigarh 
state then in the Sambalpur District. It records .the, grant of ». 
village named ‘Kondpali’ to a Musalman named Shekh Mahamad 
Haniff in the Vikram year 1896=1840 A. D. 


There original documents written in Hindi procured from the 
Paudeya family of Bolpur on the DavanadT. These show that 
about 1869 the Hindi language and Devanagari script were in use- 
in the Chandrapur pargana (tract> which formed a part of the 
Sambalpur district, where the court language was Oriya and the 

bulk 6f district except Chandrapur tract, was 

Oriya speaking. ' 


4. Three original documents written in Hindi' pertaining VgB&a'dbl 
money lending transactions from Ghursena Mishra Family in villagW 

■Bfcatapara>D’‘’ 1 " .... - 

respectively. 


r C P. dated Vikram year 1924 and 1930 


5. Original Palm-leaf Patta, a five year lease for four villag es in 
Chandiapur Pargana issued by Ate '.last Maharaja Narayan Singh 
Deo of Sambalpur in Vikram Samvat 1903 1 ( Oriya language and 
script ), 

/ 

Paper Patta in renewal of the lease for * three yeafs bv the 



in Oriya scrip): and language. It is issued under the seal 
bearing the name John Badenhead. It is dated 13th December 
1850 A. D. 

7 . Lease for next five years from Viktam Samvat 1910 to V. S.1914 
Signed by Thomas Campbell, Officiating Principal Assistant 
Agent to the Governor General, It is dated 6th May 1853 
A D. ( In Oriya language and script- ) 

-XIV — Exhibits from The Utkal Sahitya Samaj, Cuttack 

3, Utkal Prava— 1892, 1893— Magazine 

2. Utkal Darpan— 1879, 1906— Newspaper 

3. Taraka— 1883, 1884— Magazine 

-4. Sambada Bahika— 1873— Newspaper 

5. Sambalput Hiteisini Do. 

6. Prajabani Do. 

7. Gadajata Basini Do. 

8. Ratnakar Magazine 

9. Utkal Sebak— Newspaper. 

10. Seba— Magazine. 

11. Oriya Nahasambad— Newspaper 

12. Orissa Patriot Do. 

13. Sikshyabandhu— 1885, 1894— Magazine 

XV— Exhibits from Baripada Museum, Mayurbhanj. 

I— CQPPER PLATES AND INSCRIPTIONS 

1. Copper plate of Netta Bhanja 

2. Do» Udaya.Baraha 

'3. Do. Madhab Bhanja (found from the temple compound at 
* • • Khtcbing). 

4- Do« Narendra Bhanja (Adipur) 

5 Do. Satru Bhanja (Kesari) 

6, ' Do. , Jayavarma Deva 

7. Do. , Ranabhanja Deva ofBoud 

’8. Do. Dandi Mahadevi 

9. Do. Subhakara Deva 

10. Do. Sivakara Deva 



II— SANADS. 


1. Copper plate Sanad of Birakishore Deva 
: 2 . Sanad of Krishna Bhanja 

3. Photograph of the Sanad by Tribikram Bhanja I 

4. Sanad of Sarbeswar Bhanja 


•5. 

Do. 

VirabEkramaditya Bhanja 

£ 

Do. 

Raghunath Bhanja 

7. 

Do. 

Damodar Bhanja 

8. 

Palm leaf Sanad of Sumitra Dei Bhanja 

9 . 

Sanad of Trivikram Bhanja II 

to. 

Do/ 

Jadunath Bhanja 


III— DOCUMENTS . 

1. Kaithi Document dated 1833 belonging to Maharaja Jadunath 
Bhanja. * 

1. Persian document dated 1833 being a petition of Jamindar of 
Bamanghati. 

IV— PALM LEAF MANUSCRIPTS. 

1. Boundary of Mayurbhanj written in 1732 A.D. 

2. Brahmaiida Puran 12 vols. 

3. Chakada Vasana 

V-PALM LEAF PAINTING. 


1. AmarifiafWe 

2. Baidahisa Vilasd ” 

VI— COINS. 

1. Punch-marked coins ; 

2. Gupta Gold Coins ' ' 

3. Kushan Coins 

■4. Puri-Kushan Coins 

5. "Sher Shah Coins 

VII-MAPS. 


1. Rannels Bengal Atlas 



in Oriya script and language. It is issued under the seal 
bearing the name John Badenhead. It is dated 13th December 
1850 A. D. 


'?• Lease for next five years from Vikram Samvat 1910 to V. S.1914 
Signed by Thomas Campbell, Officiating Principal Assistant 
Agent to the Governor General. It is dated. 6th May 1853 
A D. ( In Oriya language and script- ) 

-XIV — Exhibits from The Utkal Sahitya Samaj, Cuttack 

1. Utkal Prava— 1892, 1893— Magazine 

2. Utkal Darpan — J879, 19C6 — Newspaper 

3. Taraka— 1883, 1884 — Magazine 

-4- Sambada Bahika — 1873 — Newspaper 

5. Sambalpur Hiteisini Do. 

6. Prajabani Do. 

7. Gadajata Basini Do. 

8. Ratnakar Magazine 

9. Utkal Sebak — Newspaper. 

10. Seba— Magazine. 

11. Oriya Nabasambad— Newspaper 

12. Orissa Patriot Do. 

13. Sikshyabandhu— 1885 , 1894— Magazine 

XV— Exhibits from Baripada Museum, Mayurbhanj. 

I-CQPPER PLATES AND INSCRIPTIONS 


1. Copper plate of Netta Bhanja 

2. Do* Udaya Baraha 


3. Do. Madhab Bhanja (found from the temple compound at 

Khiching). 


4- Do* 
5 Do. 
% ; Do. 
7. ' ’ Do. 
: 8. v Do*. 
9. Do. 

10. Do. 

11, Do. 


Narendra Bhanja (Adipurj 
Satru Bhanja , (Kesari) 
Jayavarma Deva 
Ranabhanja Deva of.Boud 
Dandi Mahadevi 
Subhakara Deva 
Sivakara Deva 
Narasingba Deva II 


12. Photograph of Ananta Vasudeva temple inscription ; 



II— SANADS. 


1. Copper plate Sanad of Birakishore Deva 
12. Sanad of Krishna Bhanja 

3. Photograph of the Sanad by Tribikratn Bhanja I 

4. Sanad of Sarbeswar Bhanja 


-5. 

Do. 

Virabikramaditya Bhanja 

1* 

Do. 

Raghunath Bhanja 

7. 

Do. 

Damodar Bhanja 

8. 

Palm leaf Sanad of Sumitra Dei Bhanja 

9. 

Sanad of Trivikram Bhanja II 

to. 

Do.' 

Jadunath Bhanja 


III— DOCUMENTS. 

1. Kaithi Document dated 1833 belonging to Maharaja Jadunath 
Bhanja. 

2 . Persian document dated 1833 being a petition of 'Jamindar of 
Bamanghati. 

IV— PALM LEAF MANUSCRIPTS, 

1. Boundary of Mayurbhanj written in 1732 A.D. 

2 . Brahmarida Puran 12 vols. 

3. Chakada Vasana 

V-PALM LEAF PAINTING. 


1. Amanisafa&a 

2. Baidahisa Vilasa 

VI— COINS. 

2. Punch-marked coins 

2. Gupta Gold Goins * 

3. Kushan Coins 

-4. Puri-Kushan Coins 

5. "Sher Shah Coins 

VII— MAPS. 


1. Runnels Bengal Atlas 
21 Van den Brooke map 
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VIII— BOOKS. 


1- Asiatic Miscellany Vol. II 

2. The General History of the Moghal EmpeioT printed in 1709 A. D. 
IX— PRE-HISTORIC ANTIQUITIES* 

1. Palaeoliths from Kuliana 

2. Neoliths from Baidyapur including shouldered neoliths 

3. Copper axe-heads 

XVI — Exhibits from the Utkal University 

The exhibits displayed in this collection have arranged inte theser 
following groups : — 

1. Inscriptions 

(A) Estampages of stone inscriptions 

(B) Copperplates 

( i ) Original ; ( ii ) Estampages 

Hi Illustrated palm-leaf manuscripts — 

Coins 

Documents 

IIL The Madalapanji Manuscripts in palm-leaf 

{Most of these exhibits have not yet been published. These have 
been collected by the Utkal University through its Research Scholar.) 

(A) THE ESTAMPAGES OF STONE INSCRIPTIONS 

a 

Puri District — 

1. Gateswar temple inscriptions 

2. Inscriptions of Afagarh hillock near Delang Railway Station 

3. Inscriptions of Vogapur hillock near Tapa*g Railway Station 
4- Inscriptions of Khitora temple 

, 5. Inscriptions of Sarveswara temple 

6. Inscription of Budhanath temple 

Puri Town — 

7. Inscription found at IndradVumna tank 

8. Inscription of Satasana Math 



9. Inscription of Siddha Hanuman temple 

10. Inscription of Pandunrusingh temple 

11. Inscription of Bhogamandapa Gate 

12. Inscription of Natasimha temple 
13« Inscriptions of Pataleswar temple 
14. Inscription of Jaya Vijaya Gate 
15 Inscriptions of Simhasana 

Cuttack District — 

16. Inscription of Kandarpur Cave ( Raj Athagarh) 

17. Inscription of Bhagabati temple ( Salepur ) 

18. Inscription of Kapilas temple (Dhenkanal ) 

19. Inscription of Rudranarayan ( Tirtol ) 

20. Inscription of Jajpur .( Jayastamva ) 

( B ) ( i) COPPER PLATES IN ORIGINAL 

21. The Subhakara Deva copper plate from Tirundia 

22. The Loka Vigraha copper plate from Kamas 

23. Bhanja copper plate from Nirakarpur 

24. The Rajendra Varma copper plate from Chodagang Sahl ( Puri ) 

25- The Arkesvara Deva copper plates from Pulsara 

( ii ) ESTAMPAGES OF COPPER PLATES 

26. The Kamarnava copper plates from Punjabi Math 

27. The Narasingha Deva copper plates from Samkarananda Math, 
• ( Puri ) 

28. Copper plate from Begunia ( Puri district ) 

29. Olasingh copperplate of the Sulki dynasty 

30. Purusottama Deva copper plate ( from Achari Maths, Puri )• 

31. Dharma Mahadevi copper plates ( collected by Sri Radhamohan 
Garnayak, Angul ) 

32. Dharma Mahadevi copper plate ( 2 ) from Angul 

33. Dharma Mahadevi copper plate from Angul . 

34- A copper plate from Puri not de-ciohered 

II— ILLUSTRATED PALM-LEAF MANUSCRIPTS. 

!• The Usaparinaya Kavya 
2. Illustrated palm -leaves 

^a) Chaurasi Siddhas ; (b) Juddha Mukha 
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Ill— MADALAPANJI MANUSCRIPTS IN PALM-LEAF, WRITTEN 
IN KUTILA CHARACTER ON PALM-LEAF. 


1. Risava Deva 

2. Indradyumna 

3 The Kesari Kings 

4. Orders of Choraganga Deva on writing the Madalapanji written in 
Oriya character on palm-leaf 

5. Anangabhima Deva. 

6. Details of the expenditure of thejagannath Te,mple 

?’ Kapilendra Deva and his conquest of Nagarjun Kunda 
8. Raghaba Deva and others 


IV— COINS. 


( Coins of Moghul Period ) 


Silver coins 

L Akbar— 3 

2. ' Aurangjeb— 3 

3. • Hayodar Sim— 1 

4. Jahangir — 4 

5. Hider Ali— 2 

6. Shahjahan— 24 

' Cbpper coins 

7. Persian coins 
Gold coins 

8. Gold coin— 1 

9. Miscellaneous coins — 30 

V— DOCUMENTS. 

' , . r $ | f | * 

1. Fro’mMahanta Maharaj of Emar Math, Puri ... 31 pieces 

2 From S Dwarakanath Pattujuori Mahapatra, Puri Z‘ i 2 pieces 

3. From the Jagannath Temple Historical Research .Secretary— 16 pieces 

1 Total 59 pieces 



(A) Persian documents— 

1. Only Persian ... 9 pieces. 

2. Persian and Bengali 4 

3. Persian and Marathi ... 9 „ 

4. Persian and Oriya ... 8 „ 

5 Persian, Marathi and Oriya 4 „ 


B. 

Marathi documents 

34 pieces 
... 7 pieces. 

c. 

Bengali documents 

••• 4 

D. 

Telugu documents 

... 1 piece 

E. 

Hindi documents 

... 2 pieces* 

F. 

Oriya documents 

11 „ 



59 pieces 


VI— FROM GAJAPATI MAHARAJA OF PURI (Persian Documents) 

1. A persian- document xelatingtp distribution of ‘bhog’ among the 
Daitapafis dated P-10-1834* 

2. 7 documents relating to imposition of fine on the Sebaits of Jagan- 
nirh Temple for negligence of their duties- 

3. A document containing the details of penalty imposed on Shivaji 
Pandit— a Maratha officer for misappropriation of Government 
money. 

4. Two specimens of Passports granted to eminent persons for free 
entry into the Puri town* 

5. Some documents regarding prohibition of entry into temple by 
Sebaits who were found neglecting their duties. 

6* Three documents relating to- appointment of Parichhas in the 
Jagannath Temple.'" 5 *^ •' - 

7* Nine documents relatkife?eil>>S%timlOfe' mo'ii • 

8* Bethias appointed to pull thepaic^ Jagaiinath ; 


XVII— Exhibits from the Pebottar Department, 
Narasinghpur. " , 

-■ - PHOTOGRAPHS 


1 Ruined Temple of Muktanath, date — about 9th, century A.D- , 

2. A general view, ofGhampanath T,emple, date— about 12th, century A-D, 
3- Statue of Pragna Poramita or Chamunda. 0 ,-,. . .. 

4. A broken image of Budha or Jaina Tirthankar. 
zSfeSculptured door jambs of Muktanath Temple; , 

6. wjh mss of Ganesa in the Cliche of southern wall of Muktanath Temple. 
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7 Image of seated Kuvera and Jaina Tirthankara. 

8. Image of Ganesa and Kartikeya found in the niches of a Temple at 
Champeswara. 

9. Avalokitesvara with five seated Dhyani Budhas on the top 

10 Images of Sutya and Parvati found in the niches of Temple at 
Champeswara. 

11. Scene in a freeze in the over wall of a Temple at Champeswara. 

12 Dancing Ganesa images found in the niches of Temple at 
Champeswara. 

13. A general view from the north east of the Boneswara hill. . 

If- Image of a seated Budha 

15* A stone platform in a ditch near Boneswara. 

16. New Temple under construction at Boneswar. 

XVIII — Exhibits from the Mahant of Gopiballavpur in 

Midnapur 

DOCUMENTS C Photographs ). 

1. A grant of land by Alamgir II the Moghul emperor .to Baishnaba- 
nanda, Deva Goswami, son of Brindavana Deva Goswami- 
l- An order of Mahamad Shah Bahadur — Badsah allowing Baishnaba 
Mahanta to enjoy all the properties granted to his father. 

3. A Persian and Oriya document 

4 An order of Mahamad Furroq Sher Shah to the Fouzdar of Orissa not 
to interfere with the management of Temple under Bichitrananda. 

5 A Persian document ( not deciphered ). 

6 A Persian document ( Do. ). 

7 Oriya document granted bv Rajaram Pandit to Mahanta Gokula- 
nanda Deva in 1192 sal or 1785 AD 

8‘ Bengali document dated 1211 sal. 

XIX— Exhibits from Sri Sudhakara Pattnaik, Deputy 
Collector and Endowment Commissioner^ Orissa. ' 

Photograph 

1. Photographs of Manxkyaewar groups in village Sukleswar in 
Salepur P. S. in Cuttack district. 

2. Photographs of Bankadf group at village Punjiama in Banpur 
roals and of some others of Banpur proper in Khurda Sub Division 
including one estampage of a stone inscription recently found. 

3. Photograph of Kundeswar group in village Kundeswar, in 
Jagatsingpur police-station in Cuttack district. 

Coins ; — 

4. Some small gold coins (Ganga ? ) found at Chaudwar. 
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